Paul’s Defense of His Ministry
Chapter 4

1. The second major problem in Corinth was the presence of false teachers who led some of the Corinthians
to despise Paul and his ministry. Paul mentions these false teachers in 4:18, but does not directly address
them. Rather, he addresses the Corinthian church, calling attention to the evil fruits that these false
teachers had brought forth in her. These evil fruits included the Corinthians’ rash judgment of Paul (4:3-
5), an increase in schism (4:6), and a rejection of Paul and his instruction (4:15-17).

a.  Although this is a distinct problem, it was related to the problem of schism. How so?

b.  In which other epistles are false teachers and their evil fruits addressed?

c.  What does this say about our need to beware of false teachers today?

2. Paul begins the chapter by instructing the church how to view him and the other preachers. We are to
view ministers as “the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God” (4:1, 2).
a.  What do the terms “minister” and “steward” indicate about the office of the ministry?

b.  With this instruction, Paul shows the middle path between two extremes. One extreme would be to
glory in and trust in mere men. This extreme was present in Corinth, as their schism indicated
(3:21). What is the danger of this extreme? The other extreme would be to despise the preachers,
usually for external and superficial reasons. This extreme was present in Corinth, as the present
chapter indicates (4:3). What is the danger of this extreme? How much of a temptation are these
two extremes for us? What is the biblical middle way between these extremes?

3. The Corinthians judged Paul rashly (4:3-5). How did Paul respond to this? When he outlaws judging in



4:5, 1s that a prohibition against all judging by anyone? What application is there in our judging?

In 4:6-14, Paul sets forth himself and Apollos as examples to the church. What is the lesson we are to
learn from their example? How does Paul drive home the point of these examples?

In his commentary on 4:15, John Calvin writes:
Let teachers infer from this, that in reproofs they must always use such moderation as not to wound
men’s minds with excessive severity, and that, agreeably to the common proverb, they must mix
honey or oil with vinegar - that they must above all things take care not to appear to triumph over
those whom they reprove, or to take delight in their disgrace - nay more, that they must endeavor to
make it understood that they seek nothing but that their welfare may be promoted. For what good
with the teacher do by mere bawling, if he does not season the sharpness of his reproof by that
moderation of which I have spoken? Hence if we are desirous to do any good by correcting men’s
faults, we must distinctly give them to know, that our reproofs proceed from a friendly disposition.

Are there any applications we can make of this to our own teaching as parents, friends, officebearers, etc?

Paul counsels the Corinthians to follow him, since he is their spiritual father in Christ (4:15-17). At first
glance, it may seem as if this would make the schism worse, causing more people to say, “I am of Paul.”
What is Paul’s instruction and how would it be of spiritual benefit to the Corinthians?

At the end of the chapter, Paul contrasts the true power of the kingdom of God with the false teachers’
claims about what was important (4:18-21). What is the contrast, and how does this apply to us?



