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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Outline of Contents

I.Introduction and apostolic blessing. ch.| 1:1-8.

II.The vision of the glorified Christ walking in the nidst of the seven
golden candlesticks; directing John to write to the seven churches of
Asia. The messages to these seven churches of Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea. ch. 1:9-3:22.

I11.The vision of God‘s throne in heaven in the midst of the twenty four
elders and the four living creatures. The Lamb receives the book with
the seven seals from the hand of Him that sitteth upon the throne. chs.
4-5.

IV.The vision of the opening of the first six seals: the four horsemen,
the souls under the altar, the great day|of the wrath of God, ch. 6.

V.Interlude: the vision of the sealing of |the one hundred and forty four
thousand; their victory and glory in heaven. ch. 7.

VI.Vision of the opening of the seventh seal (the trumpets). The offering
up of the prayers of all the saints in heaven. The sounding of the
first six trumpets:
1.Hail and fire mingled with blood on the earth;
2.The burning mountain in the sea;
3.The star wormwood;
4.The heavenly luminaries smitten;
5.The locusts out of the bottomless pit;
6.The four angels by the river Euphrates loosed, a third part of men

killed by horsemen. chs. 8-9.

VII.Interlude containing:
1.The vision of the angel holding the lititle book. John eats it. ch. 10
2.The vision of the measuring of the temple; the two witnesses. ch. 11.
3.The vision of the woman and the man-chilld. ch. 12.
4.The vision of the beast out of the sea; out of the earth. ch., 13.
5.The vision of the 1447000 om Mt. Zion. lch. 14:1-5.
6.The vision of the three angels flying in the midst of heaven; the

voice from heaven. ch. 14:6-13.

VIII.The vision of the seventh trumpet (seven

IX.Closing Visions:

7.The vision of the grape-harvest and win

l.Introductory: vision of saints in glor
2.The pouring out of the seven vials on:
waters, the sun, the seat of the beast,
alr, ch. 16.

1.The mystery and fall of Babylon. chs, 1
2.The marriage-supper of the Lamb. ch. 19
3.The second coming of Christ. ch. 19:11-
4.The end of Gog and Magog. ch. 20:1-10.
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5.The last judgment. ch. 20:11-15.
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X.Epilogue: ch. 22:8-21.




THE BOOK OF REVH
Various Methods of Int|

LATION
erpretation

l.Different principles and methods of i
to the book of Revelation:
a,The Continuist method.
b.The Futurist method.
c.The Praeterist method.
d.A combination of these different me|
Prophetic method.
2.The Continuist method:
a.What it implies: According to this
* should view the book of Revelation
beforehand. In the different secti
of the history of the new dispensat
indicated, Part of the book has al
awalts fulfillment,
b.Objections:
1)This method is contrary to the na
search-light cast into the future
2)It is contrary to the purpose of
know when it is come to pass, not
3)It leads to idle speculatiomn as t
3.The Praeterist method:
a.Meaning. According to this view th

nterpretation have been applied

thods which I will call the

principle of interpretation we
ps a kind of history written

ons of the book different periods
lon are more or less clearly
ready been fulfilled, part still

ture of prophecy. It is rather a

prophecy, which is that we may
to enable us to foretell events.
p future events.

e book of Revelation deals for

b.But this:

4.The Futurist method:
a.Meaning:

b.This view:

5.0ur method (the Prophetic):
a.The book of Revelation proceeds from the present of John at the time

the most part with events that were
the book, and lay within the horizo
conflict between Christianity and t

1.Is really a denial of the charact
2.1Is contrary to the contents of th
end repeatedly and give us a visi

According to this view all
bock of Revelation will be fulfilleg
lmmediately before the second coming
applies according to some even to t}
did not historically exist, but wil]

1})Is contrary to the character and {
takes its basis in the present of t}
that basis to throw light into the f
2)Is also plainly contrary to the cg
Revelation, much of which refers to
place in this dispensation.

he received the visions of this book

by means of various visions, prophet
dispensation. Christ is coming.

impending at the time John wrote
n of his vision. Especially the
he Roman Empire.

er of prophecy,
b book which lead us to the very
on of eternity.

| or most of the contents of the
1 in the distant future,

 of the Lord Jesus Christ.
1e seven churches of Asia.

| become

This
These
manifest in the future.

dea of prophecy which always
re prophet and proceeds from
uture,

ntents of the book of

things that continually take

From that present it throws,
ic light upon this entire

b.The various judgments pictured in the book recur in an ever

increasing measure, until the second
down of the New Jerusalem out of heg

-3=

coming of Christ and the coming
ven,



Lesson 1
Revelation 1:
The Superscrigp

I.The nature and contents of the book:
1.It is the revelation of Jesus Christ:
a.This may mean that Jesus Christ is

contents of this book.
b.It may also signify that Jesus Chri
c.Neither of these meanings needs be
1)Because ultimately God is the rev
2)Because Christ in His coming and
in this book.
3)Because the phrase '"revelation of
in this meaning. See I Peter 1:13.
2.The things which must shortly come to
a.This must be understood in connecti
Christ".
manifestation in glory must shortly ¢
b.Notice here:
1)The word must; there is a divine
to pass, the necessity of the cou
own time we can plainly see this.
contrary to the plans and efforts
they must.
2)The word “'shortly”.
a)This does not mean that the mai
fulfilled in the period immedia
received this revelation.
b)But that all things happen very
tarry. There is no restraint.
Also this is plainly seen in ouy
fast.

II.The manner of this revelation:
1.God gave it to Christ:
a.Meaning:
1)Not that the First Person of the
Second Person. As the Son of God
knows all things.
2)But that the Triune God as the Re
Mediator.
b.This as done:
1)After the exaltation of Christ at
2)And is in harmony with and requir
pinnacle of all created things.
2,Christ gave it to His servants:
a.These servants are not some special
prophets, ministers. But His peopl

1-3
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the author, the revealer of the

st is the One revealed.
excluded. We prefer the latter.
caler

future glory is actually revealed

Jesus Christ" occurs elsewhere

pass:
on with "the revelation of Jesus

The things concerning the revelation of Christ, His

ome to pass.

mecessity in the things that come
nsel of God. Especially in our
The course of things goes quite
of Man. Things come to pass as

n contents of this book were
tely following the time when John

quickly. The Lord does not

He comes as quickly as possible.
r own day. Things happen very

Holy Trinity revealed this to the
in His divine nature Christ

vealer gave it to Christ as the

the right hand of God.
pd by Christ’s position at the

class of servants like apostles,
¢ in general. Called servants

because such 1s their relation to Him and calling in the world.

b.Emphasized here, because only as se
and 1s it our comfort and blessing.
3.Through the agency of:

—4=

rvants can we receive His Word




a.An angel. A particular angel often

speaks to John in this book and

"signifies"™, interprets things to him.

b.The apostle John, who

1)Received this revelation and was pf all the apostles undoubtedly

best adapted to receive it.

2)And who bare witness of all he saw (the Word of God and the

testimony of [concerning] Jesus).

III.Its Purpose and blessing:
1.The purpose is that His servants shal
a.Read and hear (according to the con
read, others would hear), i.e. rece
b.And keep
1)In our hearts
2)In our walk.
2.The blessings:
a.Keep ourselves unspotted from the w
b.And strengthened in hope.

-5

dition of those days: one would
fve and understand.
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Lesson 2
Revelation 1i
John’s Introduction To the

I.His salutation to the churches:

l.Addressed to the seven churches in Asia.

John had received (vs. 11).
2.Containing the apostolic blessing:
a.A blessing, not a mere greeting.
b.The contents: grace and peace.
blessings of salvation:
3.The source of this blessing:

4-8
Book of Revelation

This according to a command

And these really imply all the
grace the| source, peace the fruit.

a.From Him, Who is and Who was and Who is to come

1)This refers to the triune God.

2)Who is the eternal one, and revepls Himself in history until Ris

counsel 1s realized.
3)He is the Author of our salvatio
peace.
b.From the seven Spirits that are be
1)The Holy Spirit, as dwelling in
Church.

n, the source of all grace and

fore His throne:
the seven churches, {.e, the

2)By Whom the blessings of grace and peace are bestowed upon the

Church.
c.From Jesus Christ:
1)Described here as:
a)The faithful witness, who also

faithfully witnesses concerning

the things that must shortly cgme to pass.

b)The First-begotten of the dead

4 Who died and lives in glory.

And Who prepared the way for all His brethren through death into

life.

¢)The prince of the rulers of the edrth,
are the world-powers that oppose the cause of God.

The rulers of the earth
Christ is

exalted at the right hand of Gdd and has dominion also over the

opposing evil powers.

2)The Mediator of our salvation. Hence, the blessings of grace and

peace come to us:
a)From the triune God
b)Through Christ as the Mediator

c)And wrought by the Spirit of Chirist in the Church.

Il.Adoration of Christ:
1.This adoration is placed on the lips
the plural: us. He loved us, etc.
2.The adoration is ascribed to Jesus:
a.Who loved us.

of the church, as is evident from

It is evident that in these words the text refers to

the actual manifestation of this loye of Jesus to us in His cross

and atoning death.
b.Who washed us from our sins in His

blood, referring not onlé to our

Justification, but to our sanctification as well.

c.And made us king-priests unto God:
1)Servants of God in Christ.

2)Ruling over all things in His name, under God.

3.The adoration: glory and dominion:

—6=




a,The meaning is: let us ascribe th
Christ is King.

b.And that forever: even though He
Father.

III.An Assurance of His coming:
1.The assurance as such:
a.,He shall come with clouds
1)Literally with the clouds of hea
2)But also symbolical of judgment
b.And universally witnessed:
1)Every eye.
2)Also the enemy that pierced Him.
3)And these shall mourn (from among
2.The ground:
a.God is the Alpha and Omega (first g
alphabet).
b.Hence: the cause and purpose of a
be reached.

¢ glory of the dominion to Christ:

shall deliver His Kingdom to the

ven

p every tribe).
and last letter of the Greek

11 history. His end shall surely




Lesson 3
Revelation 1:

9-20

Christ In the Midst Of the Golden Candlesticks

I.The circumstances:
1.A time of tribulation for the church
persecution referred to was probably

pf which John was a partaker. The
that under the emperor Domitian.

2.John an exile on Patmos, a bare, rocky little island just off the

coast of Asia.
3.He was in the spirit on the Lord’s Da

v

a.By the Lord’s Day is most probably meant the first day of the week

(resurrection~day).
b.To be "in the Spirit"™ is to be inm a

state of spiritual and prophetic

ecstasy neccessary to receive visions.

IX.A vision of Christ as King-priest:
l.As King:

a.General appearance one of overwhelming glory:

his strength.

b.Further notice the following details
1)He is one like unto the son of man.

a)From the viewpoint of His human

as the sun shineth in

This refers to Christ
nature.

b)In His royal Messianic glory and power.
c)4s He is about to appear as Judge. Cf. Dan. 7:13,14.

2)His head and hair is white as wool
a)This refers especially to His divine nature:

Ancient One of Dan. 7.

b)The human and divine natures are

3)His eyes are like a flame of fire
brass

, as snow,
He is like the

united in Him.
and His feet are like burnished

a)The eyes ready to detect and expose the secrets of men, shining

also with holy wrath.

b)The feet ready to tread down the

wicked and consume them.

4)His voice is like the voice of marny waters, roaring, like thunder.

Expressive of wrath and judgment.
5)A two~edged sword proceeds out of
judge the world.
2.As High Priest:

a.Notice the priestly garment; the lon
evidently the "robe of the ehpod" wh

b.The girdle

1)Symbol of active ministration in f
wear this girdle only in the sanct
2)Yet, not of sacrifice; this is fin
fact that the girdle does mot hold

to the feet.

ITIX.A vision of Christ in relation to the Ch
1.The number seven:
a.There are seven candlesticks, seven
and seven Spirits.
b.Seven is the number of God’s covenan|
the number of perfection of God‘s wo

-8-

His mouth. By His Word He shall

g robe dowm to the feet is

ich only the high priest wore.
he sanctuary; the priest would
uary.

ished as is indicated by the
up the garment. It falls down

nrch:
churches In Asia, seven stars

£ (three plus four); and it is
rks (six plus one).




c.Here it represents the whole church
2,.The candlesticks:
a.Notice the difference between these
temple.
1)In the temple they stand in one 1i
{one nation, all nations).
2)In the temple they are visibly con
nation). Here they stand separate
b.Symbol of the church as the light of
grace of God in Christ.
3.The stars:
a.Not literal angels, nor the "spirit"
. to them).
b.But the bishop or minister of the ch
thus John the Baptist in Malachi).

IV.The message of comfort: fear not, for:
a.0ur King-priest is the first and the
b.Died and arose.
c.Holds the keys of death and Hades.

of all ages.
and the candlesticks in the
ne. Here evidently in a circle

nected (the union of the
(invisibly united in Christ).
the world, shining through the

of each church (John must write

urch (angel means messenger;

last.




Lesson &

Revelation 2: ]1-
r

The Church That Lost He

7
First Love

I.The letters to the seven churches in general.

1.The churches:

a.They were actually existing churches at that time; in Asia Minor,

near the coast of the Aegean Sea.

b.They represent the church of the ney dispensation at any time of her

existence in the world.

c.And they are arranged in the order of the course of devélopment

which the church is to follow in ti
2.The letters;

a.First the address to the church to
be sent.

b.This is followed by the self-announ
ing elements from the vision of the
harmony with the condition of the ¢

c.Then follows a description of the c
features. (No bad features are men
and Philadelphia; no good of the chi

d.Finally: an admonition, a threat,

II.The Churches of Ephesus. The Church th
Church in the first stage of apostacy.
1.Ephesus:

a.Situated on the coast of Asia Minor
b.A flourishing, heathen city, rich %
idolatrous. A "world" city.
c.There Christ had established a chur
the labors of some of His most able
2.Condition of the church at this time:
a.The church was sound in doctrine as
1)That they had tried them that cla
apostles.
2)That they hated the works of the

e: from Ephesus to Laodicea.
hich the particular letter is to

ement of Jesus, always contain-
first chapter, and this in
urch that is addressed.

urch with its good and bad
ioned of the churches of Smyrna
rches of Sardis and Laodicea).
nd a promise.

t lost her first love; or the

about fifty miles from Patmos.
trade and commerce, very

h. And the church had enjoyed
servants: Paul, Timothy, John.

is evident from the fact:
med falsely that they were

icolattans (about these we will

see later) which also brought a false doctrine. wvss. 14,15.

b.The church was faithful in disciplipe:

men",
c.The church was rich in works:
not grown weary".

d.And the church was willing to suffer for Christ’s sake:

hast patience and didst bear for my
ances, therefore, an ideal church.

feature:
e.The church had left her first love!
i)Meaning:
a)Not merely her first enthusiam ¢
zeal.,

b)But the true love of God in the
the congregation.

2.How possible:
a)Not so that there was a falling

-10~

"Thou canst not bear evil

"I know thy works...toil..,.and hast

"and thou
name’s sake". To all appear—
Yet the Lord mentions a very bad

r manifestation of love and

Lord Jesus Christ was lacking in

away of saints in the church of



Ephesus. This is impossible.
b)We must bear in mind that here

we deal with the church. There

was an increasing number of members in the church that did not
have the love of God in their hearts.

3.Admonition:
a.To repent:
1)The church must recall her formerx
2)Bemourn her present state.
3)And return. Emphasize spiritual
b.Threatened with extinction:
1)In the self-announcement.
2)And directly: I will remove the
c.Promise to the faithful:
1)To him that "overcometh".
2)He shall eat of the tree of life
tabernacle.

-11-
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things rather than outward works.
candlestick.

heavenly life in God’s



Lesson 5
Revelation 2:

8-11

The Chruch In Tribulation

I.Its outward position in the world:
1.In Smyrna:

a.Smyrna was another city in Asia Minpr, about 25 miles north of

Ephesus.

b.The city was flourishing and prosperous, enjoying a rich trade and a

busy industry.
2.0f the Church of Christ that was also
a.That she was in tribulation.

. of being hard pressed.

in this city we read:

The wprd tribulation means a position
It refers here, of course, to suffering for

Christ’s sake, persecution on the part of the world.

b.That she was poor. The meaning is,

was poor while the members were well to deo.

church were poor in the world.
were being oppressed. There was no

evidently, mnot that the church

place for them in the world

c.That this tribulation assumed, partly, the form of slander
1)There were many Jews in Smyrna, perhaps because the city enjoyed

a busy tade.
2)The Lord describes them as:
a)Those that claimed to be Jews (]
Abraham.
b)But were no Jews (spiritually),
Satan (under his leadership).
3)And théy slandered the Church, wit
course, and with the Greek-Roman ¥
d.That darker days of persecution wer¢
1)The Lord speaks of things they are
2)Satan shall cast some of them in g
3)And they shall have tribulation te
4)There is in the say this pending t
following comforts
a)Satan shall do it.
b)They shall be tried.
c)It will be for "ten days".

IZ.Its spiritual condition:
1.The church of Smyrna was strong and fl
a.This is evident from the fact that ¢
in the church to rebuke.
b.And also from the positive, brief st
1)The meaning is, of course, that th|
Rich in grace. i
2)Hence: strong in faith and hope a
Christ; abundant in works of sanct

with Christ, joy and peace.
2.Reason why the poor and oppressed chur
a.Theological reason: God fulfills Hi
glorifies Himself when the world opp
b.Spiritual reason:
way, and His children cling more clo

-12-

atement:

in persecuation G

They had a synagogue there.

because they were descendants of

but a synagogue (gathering) of

h respecu to their faith, of
porld (dangerous sect, etc.).
: pending:

2 about to suffer.

rison.
n days.
ribulation is annouced the

ourishing:
he Lord does mnot find anything

but thou art rich.
e church was rich in Christ.

nd love; rich in knowledge of
ification, patience, suffering

rh is spiritually rich:

s strength in our weakness and
resses His people.

pd gives grace according to the
sely to Him.

But the members of the
Perhaps due to the fact that they’

—Ewg



c.Historical reason: in times of perjsecution the church is purified
and hypocrites do not join themselves te her,

ITI.The message of encouragement:

l.In the self-announcement of Jesus:
a.Jesus is the first and the last.
b.And He is the one that was dead and|is alive again. The church must
look on Him in that light.
2.And by direct encouragement:

a.Be faithful unto death, i.e. even if you must die for my sake.
b.T will give you a crown of life: 1ilLe. eternal life as a crown of
victory.
c.Not be hurt of the second death, i.e. hell.

-13-




lesson 6
Revelation 2: 1]
The Church Lax In D

I.Its Precarious Position in the world:

.. A.The city of Pergamos:

1.Situated about thirty five miles no

2.0ne of the formemost cities of Asia.

3.Known for its trade and industry as

B.How described in the text:

1.A city where Satan had its throne.
that those that were in authority r
of Satan, opposing the church and t

2.A city where Satan dwelled.

He had

permanent manifestation of his powe
C.What is known from history about the

l.There was found the worship

of Aesc

a)An idol whose symbol was the serp

b)And who was worshipped as

a savio|

2.It also was one of the first cities
of the Roman emperor, for whom it had erected a temple.

I1.Its Faithfulness:

A.Thou holdest fast my name: the churc|
1.This is said of the church as as we

2.And it implies:

a)That they maintained the purity o
- b)That they clung to that name by a

B.Thou hast not denied my faith:

1.This presupposes that they had been

2.And that they had confessed
a)In word and
b)In their walk.

their f

C.In times of severe persecution:
1.0ne of them, Antipas, (of whom noth

suffered a martyr’s death.
2.Yet, even in those dark and
faithful.

ITT.Its Weakness:

A.A weakness with respect to dis
1.The Nicolaitans were suffere
a)The name means "follower o
b)Their teaching is compared
1)Who was not permitted to
2)But sought their destruc

idolatry. (Nu. 31:6)
c.Hence, they were a kind of

threate

cipline
d in th
f Nicol
to tha
curse

tion by

2-17
iscipline

rth of Smyrna.
well as for its science and art.
This probably refers to the fact

evealed themselves as instruments
rying to destroy her.

his home there. There was a
r and influence in that city.
city:
nlanius

ent
ur from sicknesses and miseries.
to devote itself to the worship

h had kept the faith.
1 as of the individual members.

£ that name in their doctrine.
true and living faith.

tried.
aith in the Lord.

ing further is known) had

ning days the church had been

e church:

aus' .

t of Balaam

the people of God.

seducing them to fornication and

Antino

ian in the bad sense.

1)Teaching that we are saved by grace and it matters not how we

walk.

2)And leading the church into sin|and the world.
2.Pergamos suffered them in their midst. They were lax in discipline.

B.How to be explained:

—14-



1.5myrna also was a church in tribulation; yvet the Lord does not
rebuke her for anything.

2.But there was a difference:
a)Smyrna was facing persecution,
b)Pergamos had passed through a period of persecution.

3.Hence it was the laxity of reaction|.

IV.Jesus’ Message to the Church:
A,Admonition:
1.first of all in the self-announcement of the Lord.
a)He hath the sharp two-edged sword.
b)Symbol of judgment by the Word of| His mouth.
2.And directly:
a)Repent, i.e. remove the evil-doers from your midst.
b)Or else I will do it in the way of judgments over the church
B.Promise to the faithful:
l.The hidden manna, even Christ. A promise of growth in grace.
2.The white stone:
a)Figure derived from the custom of| jury-members casting a white or
black stone.
b}Justification and purity.
3.A new name:
a)Renewed and glorified being or nafure.
b)Each one according to his own individval place in glory.

-15-




Lesson 7
Revelation 2:18-29
The Church With A Mystical Tendency

I.A Lovely Picture:
1.Thyatira:
a.known to us because of Lydia, the seller of purple.
~b.Was not a large and important city like Pergamos. Satan did not
"dwell" there in a special sense. o
2,What is meant by a church with a mystical tendency:
a.There are three conceivable types:
1)The church with a sound, warm, e periential spiritual life,
subject to the Word of God.
2)The condition of being sound in doctrine, but poor in spiritual
experience and life. (Ephesus)
3)The condition of being strong in spiritual experience, but weak in
the Word, so that experience is not subject to the criterion of
~ the Word of God.
b.Of this last there is a tendency in the church of Thyatira.
3.The church presents an attractive picture:
a.Described in the words: I know th works, love, faith, ministry and
patience, and that thy last works are more than the first.
b.Works: -
1)This is the general term implyin all the rest.
2)Inward as well as outward works are meant.
c.Love and faith:
1)Love is mentioned first. An actfive love is meant.
2)and faith, the living active faith in Christ Jesus, that is
manifest in works.
d.Ministry and patience:
"1)Ministry is here all active service, whether through the offices
or of the saints in relation to pne another.
2)Patience reveals that also in Thyatira the churh had suffered the
reproach of Christ.
e.And in these works they were still increasing: the last were more
than the first.

II.The Dark side.
l.Notice that also here we meet with the doctrine of the Nicolaitans:
a.To commit fornication and to eat of things sacrificed to idols often
went together., The heathen rites were immoral.
b.Several lived in these sins in the church of Thyatira.
c.And this was belng taught as a sound doctrime. Condition seems
similar to the church of Pergamos. But notice:
2.The following points of difference:
a.Here it is a woman that is allowed to teach; contrary to Scripture.
b.The woman, though wicked (she is named Jezebel), claims to be a
prophetess, who, therefore, teaches by revelation, apart from the
objective Word of God.
c.That here the church allows her to teach though her doctrine was:
we must sin (know the deep things jof Satan) that grace may abound.

And she herself gave the example.

-]16—-




IIL.Announcement of Judgment :

l.The Lord will come and execute judgm
a.Does not call upon the church to d
b.Will judge the wicked Himself,

2.Implied in the self-announcement of
a.He is the Son of God (omniscient).
b.Whose eyes are like a flame of fir
c.Whose feet are like burnished bras

3.And directly announced:

a.Upon the woman, bed of sickness (ui
b.Upon her followers (if they do not
c.Upon her children (of adultery?):

d.Purpose: that all the churches masy

righteously.

IV.Message of encouragement to the faithfy

1."No other burden.”

a.The words are probably from Acts 1
b.lest they should fall into the opp¢
2.Power and victory over the nations:
a,The shall share this power with Chs
b.Now in principle, fully at His comi

3.Give him the morning star:

a.Saints in glory compared to the hed

Matt. 13:43,-

b.Yet here, perhaps a symbol of hope

him), Cf, II Peter 1:19.

ent Himself: °
tscipline,

Jesus :

e (penetrating the heart).
5 (execution of judgment).

nconditionally).

repent) great tribulationm.
they shall die.

y know that Christ judges
bl 2

5:28,29.
psite extreme of keeping the "law,"

rist. (reference to Ps. 2).
ng.

ivenly luminaries, Dan. 12:4,

and its realization (will give
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Lesson 8
Revelation 3: 1-6
The Chruch About To Die

I.Its General Condition.
1.Described in the words:
a.Thou hast a name that thou livest and art dead, vs. l.
b.I have not found thy works perfect hefore God.
c.And by implication: a few that haved not defiled their garments.
2.A name of being alive and yet dead.
a.This may mean;
1)That the church had a good reputation, though it was actually dead.
2)0r that the angel of the church and the church as such had a name
that signified life, but were dead.
b.The latter is approximately the meaning:
1)The angel
a)He is emphatically addressed in this letter.
b)He had a name that he was living; not referring to his
reputation; but to his name - whether to his proper name
(Zozimus?) or to his office as minister.
¢)But he was dead, i.e. not nmecessarily devoid of spiritual life,
but in his work as angel of the|church. (Just as we speak of
dead members of a society, etc.
2)And the church was like the angel
a)As church she had a name that she was living.
b)But she did not manifest the life of Christ.
3.Her works not perfect:
a.Does not mean that all her works were imperfect because of sin.
b.But they were not full
1)They did not do the works requireff of the church by God:
confession, walk, preaching, teaching, witnessing.
2)And this was applicable first to the angel of the church and then
also of the church.

4.Had defiled their garments:
a.This is implied, for only a few had| not defiled their garments.

b.And this means that most of the members were unfaithful to their

profession and lived lives of sin in the world.
I1.Threatened Judgment:
1.First an admonition:

a.There is still hope:
1)Because there were a few names that had not defiled their garments.
2)And because others were undoubtedly asleep but living.
3)And there were "things" that remained though they were about to
die.

b.Hence, the admonition:
1)The Church must remember (like Ephesus) how they first heard and
received the gospel: with joy and faith.
2)Must hold fast (what it still hag) and repent.
3)Must watch and strengthen what r© mains.
2.But an emphatic announcement of judgjent:

a.I will come as a thief:
1)The figure certainly means that the Lord will come suddenly,
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unexpectedly.
2)But here the idea appears to be:
it (thus a thief comes; and this
b.And take away:
1)The influence of the Spilrit and
2)As is evident from the self-anno
is about to die. Picture of man

I1I.Promise to the Faithful:
1.They are those that did not defile t
a.By garment is meant:
1)Not the righteousness of Christ
2)But their outward membership of
(like the uniform of a soldier).
b.A few, whom the Lord knew by name
garments, had been faithful to the
2.To them (and to him that overcometh)
a.They shall walk with Christ in whi
symbol of perfect righteousness, p
b.Their names shall not be blotted o
1)Book of life is Gods eternal ele
2)From which they shall appear to
written in it on earth, but were
3)Not the faithful.
c.Christ shall confess their names b
as His own, given Him by the Fathe
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unawares, without their noticing

is emphasized in the text).

the ministry of the Word.
incement of the Lord.

The church
a church in our own day,

heir garments:

the church, baptism, profession

("names") had not defiled their
lr calling.

comes a threefold promise:

te, clothed in white raiment.
urity, glory.

it of the book of life:

ction to life.

be blotted out who seemed to be
not.

pfore His Father, i.e, claim them



Lesson 9
Revelation 3:

7-13

The Chureh With The Promise Of An Open Door

I.Its outward position in the world:
l.In Philadelphia:

a.A city to the southeast of Sardis In Asia Minor.

b.It is evident from this letter that

there was a considerable number

of Jews in the city, and that, as ysual, they were hostile te the

church there.
2.0f this church we read:

a.That it was of little strength. This refers not to the spiritual
power of the church, but to her external position in the world:
small in numbers in comparison with other churches; and therefore
having comparatively little means and influence.

b.That it had a desire to grow. Thig

is evident from the general

tenor of the letter, especially the promise of an open door. A

perfectly proper and intelligible desire.

to grow; but her labor had been in

II.Its spiritual condition:
1.The church of Philadelphia was faithf

(and they are the only two of the g
b.The similarities are:
both are faithful.
2.5pecifically, the following character
a.They had kept the word of Christ, i
they had received it; had taught an

a.In many respects this church is si]ilar to that of Smyrna:

both are we

maintained it in confession and waﬁk

1)Seeing no fruit and remaining sm
truth, changed it to cater to man
courage.
2)But they had remained faithful.
b.They had not denied the name of Chr
there is no middle ground. Yet "no
been tempted and tried, had suffere
c.They had kept the word of Christ’s
1)The Word of God and of Christ, bu
it speaks of suffering and exhort
the final victory and glory.
2)They had kept it: had suffered r
endured,

IIX.The encoragement Philadelphia receives:
l1.The promise of an open door:
a.Suggested by the self-designation o
David. Cf. Isaiah 22: 22. Sole au
shut, admit to and exclude from the
not open, all our work is vain.
b.And definitely promised. The open
preaching of the gospel into the he;
I Cor. 16:9; IT Cor. 2:12; Col. 4:3
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Philadelphia had labored

vain: still of little strength.

vl and persevering:
neither
even) receives a rebuke.

y both suffer persecution, and

istics are mentioned:
.., had preserved the truth as
d preached it in its purity, had

11, they might have blamed the
; or might have given it up, lost

ist. Not to deny is to confess;
t denied" says more: they had
d, but had been faithful.
patience.

t as a Word of patience, because
B to be patient with a view to

eproach for Christ’s sake and had

f the Lord: He has the keys of
thority and power to open and
kingdom of heaven. If He does

loor is entrance for the

arts of others. Cf. Acts 14:27;
The Lord promises that they




shall find fruit on their labors.
c.From the Jews. The synagogue of Saf
hostile attitude toward the gospel.
the church.
repentance and humility; because the
hath loved them, i.e., manifested th
2.The promise of being kept from the hoy
a.An hour of trial: suffering for Chr
1)Shall try them that dwell on the &
are, strengthen and glorify the tu
2)Universal: shall come upon all th
persecution in the Roman empire at

all the tribulation of this preseny
dispensation.
Antichrist, shortly before the parou

an denotes the Jews in their
O0f them Christ shall bring into

They shall worship at gheir feet, i.e., come in true

y shall recognize that Christ

is love on the cross.

r of temptation:

ist’s sake, tribulation.

arth: bring to light what they
ue saints.

e earth. May refer to a general
that time. Certainly refers to
t time throughout this

Will be most literally fulfilled at time of the

sia.

b.That they shall be kept from that hour does not mean that they shall
not be in the tribulation and shall not suffer, but that they shall

be kept out of it spiritually and shall remain faithful,

The Lord

shall preserve them, and they shall [persevere,

IV.The Lord’s encouragement:
1.The Lord encourages them to hold fast:
a.The exhortation is to hold fast what
Christ’s patience, To this they mug
faithful, even in the hour of tribul
b.That "no man take thy crown." The ¢
victory, of eternal glory.
perseverance to the end.
c.The encouragement attached to this e
quickly." i
2.The promise to the victor:

they had, namely, the word of
t cling, continue to be

ation that is to come.

rown here is the crown of

Can be T:tained only in the way of

hortation 1s, "Behold, I come

a,Him that overcometh I will make a pifllar in the temple of my God.
1)The temple here Is not a special place of worship in the New
Jerusalem, but the church as the body in which God dwells ip

covenant fellowship.
2)And pillars are symbols of support
firmness, and adormment. Hence, a

the New Jerusalem.
b.The promise of a threefold name:

and strength, permanence and
special position of glory in

1)Name here denotes property and ideptity.

2)Threefold: name of "my God": the
of the New Jerusalem:
God." Christ’s "new name": a sha

that we shall be made like Him.

glory of God’s likeness. Name

the right of citizenship in the "eity of

re in His Mediator’s glory, so
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Lesson 10
Revelation 3: l4-22
The Church Nauseating To Christ

I.General Condition.
l.Neither cold nor hot:
a.Figurative language. The figure i$ not to be interpreted and
applied spiritually word for word,|so that:
1)Hot signifies one spiritual condijtion.
2)Cold another.
3)and lukewarm a third. (why not?)
b.But one idea is expressed: the chyrch is nauseating, repulsive to
Christ, like a drink of lukewarm water to one that is thirsty.
2.Why so repulsive:
a.The condition of the church is des¢ribed in the words:
1)Wretched and miserable.
a)Spiritually ill and corrupt.
b)And, therefore, a proper object of pity.
2)Consisting in her being:
a)poor (no riches in Christ);
b)blind: (no spiritual knowledge of self and of Christ)y
c)naked (ne garments of righteousness in the Lord).
b.Yet, the church is ignorant of her|own condition:
1)Thou knowest not, etc.
2)And in her own conceit she is ri¢h and enriched and has need of
nothing.
3.This description is to be applied:
a.First of all, no doubt, to the angel of the church.
b.Then also to the church as a whole| though not to every member
individually,

I1.The Counsel Given:
I1.In the self-announcement of Jesus:
a.He is the Amen, the faithful and true witness. The latter is really
a further explanation of the former. Because Christ is the Amen, He
is faithful and true as a witness.| The counsel is implied:
1)Abandon thine own opinion of thyself;
2)And receive my witness.
b.The beginning of the creation of God:
1)Meaning: Christ is the firstborm of every creature in the counsel
of God. All things are made through Him and unto Him. Hence, in
Him are all the riches of salvatjon.
2)The counsel implied: be rich and full in me!
2.Direct counsel:
a.Buy of me. To buy of Christ is:
1)By faith to seek.
2)And to obtain from Christ.
b.What the church must buy:
1)Gold, refined by fire: true spipitual riches, enduring forever
and glorious, tested.
2)White garments: the righteocusness by faith in Christ; true
holiness.
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3)Eyesalve: spiritual light in Chrisd; opening of the eyes; the

truth.

c.Hence, the very things the church was |lacking.

3.S8trongly urged by:

a.The statement that Christ chastens and reproved whom He loves. He
loves His own. And even His letter tg the church of Laodicea is

inspired by this love.

b.The direct admonition to repent and be zealous.

IIXI.Judgment and Promise:

l.Judgment: I will spew thee out of my mduth:
a2.This means that Christ will utterly reject this church. She will be

no more.

b.And notice that this is stated unconditionally: there 1s evidently

no hope of repentance.
2.Promise:
a.For, the present:

1)The Lord stands at the door (of the |church, not of the heart) and

knocks.

2)For those that hear His voice and o
3)He promises that He will have fello

the church is rejected.
b.And for the future:
1)To them that overcome

ﬂen the door to Him.
ship with them, even though

-

2)They shall sit in His throne, i.e. share His bower and dominion in

the new creation,

-23-




Lesson 11
Revelation #
The Vision of God’s Thone Angd The New Kingdom

I.Introductory:
1.Chapters 4, 5 introduce the second mafn part of the book of Revelationm.
a.The things that are were the subject in chs. 1-3.
b.The things that must come to pass hereafter follow now.
2.John receives a call to "come up hither™
a.Not bodily but in the spirit. (He fis at once in the spirit).
b.And surely no prophecy of the "rapture”.
3.The purpose is '"that he may be shown fhe things which must come to
pass hereafter'. -

II.General significance of the vision:

1.In this chapter there is an ideal visfon, a symbolic representation of
Cod’s throne in the new kingdom that is to come.

2.As it is destined to overcome and to freplace the old and sinful order

of the world.
4.Similar to the vision of Ezekiel by the river Chebar (Ez. 1).

I1I.God’s throne:
1.The throne is the central element in [this vision.
2.He that sat on the throne is God.

a.Not mentioned but evident from the [latter part of the chapter.V5:%-#
b.Not definitely described, but He was to look upon like a sardius
{bright red stomne, holiness, consumEng fire) and a jasper (not
known, perhaps our diamond, a white crystal-like stome, Rev. 21:1l1j;
righteousness, glory).
3.0ver the throne a rainbow.
a.Sign of God’s all-comprehensive covenant.
b.Like an emerald (greem), the color jof budding nature, spring, hope.
4.0ut of the throne proceed lightnings, thunders, voices, symbols of
judgment.
5.Before the throne: seven lamps, the [seven spirits of God, the Spirit
of Christ as He dwells in the Church, in the new creation.
6.The sea of glass:
a.Not the brazen sea.
b.Not the sea of nations.
c.But representing creation as it refllects the glory of God.

IV.The Elders and Living Creatures:
1.The elders:
a.To be understood:
1)Not as officebearers.
2)But literally, the older, heads gf tribes and families.
b.Representing here the church of theg old and of the new dispensation

(12 and 12, the 12 patriarchs, the
c.Sitting on thrones round about the
d.Appearance:

1)White garments of righteousness 4
2)Golden crowns of victory on theix

therefore, the church in glory.

-2

twelve apostles). ?@avtélifkl—ﬂ¥
throne; royal dominion.

nd glory.

heads. They represent,




2.The living creatures:

a.Their position: in the midst and roun
each side and each in the middle or ce
b.Appearance:
1)Full of eyes, reflecting their natur
2)Different features: lion, ox, eagle|
Iiving
creation.
3)Six wings, full of eyes: free and ¢
(the wing; the number six).
c.These creatures are cherubic forms rep
"ereation" (Rom. 8:19-22).,

V.Their Activity:
1.0f the creatures:
a,They shout: Holy, holy, holy, Lord Go
and is to come.
b.Constantly:
c.The glorification of God by the new cr¢
2.0f the elders:
a.Fall down in worshi

p at the sight of t}
b

Cast their crowns before the throme of
their victory and glory is His.
¢.And honor and glorify Him as the author

they rest not day or night

d about the throne:
nter of his side,

one on

e or spirit cf. vs:6
» man. Representing the
pmplete movement, development

resenting the redeemed

d, Almighty, which was and is

ration.

te glorifying creation.
God: acknowledging that even

and creator of all.
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This chapter continues and completes the vis

I1.The Challenge:

Lesson 12|
Revelation

5

The Lamb Found Worthy Tp Open The Book

The Lamb found worthy to

I.The Book.

ion of chapter IV.

Its theme is:
open the book.

1.Ts on the right hand of Him that sitteth on the throne:
a.It appears that John now recognizes some form on the throme.
b.The right harnd is symbol of power and authority.
c.That the book is on, not in, the rjght hand of God, symbolizes

perhaps that it is offered.
2.The book:

a.ls written within and on the back.

appended. Nothing can be subtracts
b.Is sealed:

1)The seal is a safeguard against t

hands.
2)Seven seals: seven is the number
kingdom. The contents of the bog

3.Meaning of the book:
a.8ymbol of God’s counsel with regard
pass before the kingdom of God is p
1)Not a symbol of a copy of that de
book merely means the revelation

2)But of the decree itself, so that

Completely covered.
d.

Cannot be

he opening of the book by wrong

of God’s covenant and completed
k have to do with it.

to the things that must come to
erfected.
cree, so that the opening of the
of the contents.
the breaking of the seals

implies the execution of God’s counsel.

b.This is evident:
1)From the fact that the book is on

God’s book.
2)From the number seven.

3)From the fact that when presently
counsel of God is being executed,

1.As such:
a.A strong angel.
b.Sends forth the call to all the wor

book and to break the seals thereoff

1)Worthy: to have the right and th
2)To open the book and to break the

the right hand of God. It is

the seals are opened, the
not merely revealed.

ld: who is worthy to open the
R

e power,
seals thereof is to execute the

will of God concerning His kingdom, save man, and usher in the

kingdom of glory. To overcome th¢
2.To whom it goes forth:
a.The earth: man (is he worthy to saty

kingdom of bliss?
b.To heaven: are the angels worthy?
c¢.To hell, under the earth: can the j
3.The answer: ;
a,All creation is silent.
b.A silent confession that no one is ¥
the power and wisdom of the world ar
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» powers of sin and death.

re the world and bring the

owers of darkness save?

yorthy and able to save, that all
e vain,




IIT.The Lamb found worthy:
1.John weeps:
a.Realizes the importance of the book.
worthy to open it.
b.Comforted by one of the elders: the
1)The lion of Judah’s tribe, the rooft

Weeps because no one appears

church:
of David.

— 2)Hath overcome, and is thus become worthy, to open the book and

break the seals.
2.The Lamb takes the book:
a.5tanding as though it had been slain
suffering and death).
b.In the midst of the throne. Right ne
throne.
c.Seven horns: horn is symbol of royal
David is exalted).
d.Seven eyes: the Spirit of Christ as
— e.Takes the book: receives all power a

IV.Adoration:

_ 1.First of all by the church and all the
a.Playing on harps and burning incense|
b.Exalting Christ.

2.Then by millions of angels:
a.Worthy is the Lamb.

(referring to Christ’s
xt to Him that sitteth on the
power. (e.g. the horn of

sent forth into "all the earth",
nd authority,

creatures:

b.To receive power, riches, wisdom, might, honer, glory, blessing.

3.Then by all creation:
— a.Glory to God.
b.And to the Lamb.
_ 4.Closed by: :
_ a.The Amen of the four creatures.
b.Worship by the elders.
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Lesson 13
Revelation 6:1-8
The Four Horseémen

I.General Significance:
1.The seven seals:
as.Represent:
1)Not merely judgments.
2)But so many main lines or aspects of the history of the world in
this dispensation.
b.All these lines of history:
1)Are represented as proceeding frpm the counsel of God (the book) .
2)And culminate in the final day of Christ.
2.The four seals:
a.Belong together as is evident from| their common symbolism of the
horseman.
b.Represent simultaneous aspects of history. The four horsemen:
1)Are always on the earth.
2)And they run together.
3.General meaning of horse and rider:
a.They represent one idea and must not be separately explained.
b.The horse in Scripture:
1)Is the battle horse: a strong apd irresistible force in battle.
2)Plain especially from Job 39:19 ff.
c.The rider is the directing power.
d.So that the horse and its rider represent:
1)A strong and irresistible force.
2)Well directed and controlled.
3)Proceeding from the counsel of gpd.
4.The call:
a.Is not "Come and see", but "Come!"
b.Proceeding from one of the living gcreatures each time (the creature
longong for the work of God in the earth).
c.And is directed:
1)Not to Johm.
2)But to the horsemen.

II.Their separate meaning:
1.The first horseman:
a.The figure:
1)The horse is white.
a)Is here the color of wvictory. | See Rev. 19:11ff. And the Roman
victor would return on a white horse.
b)Corroborated by the fact that jthis horseman goes forth
"conquering and to conquer™.
2)Hence, the figure represents:
a)A divine power, proceeding from the counsel of God in the earth.
b)On a victorious course.
b.Meaning:
1)The victoricus course of the gospel in this dispensation.
2)Through the Spirit and Word. It is the only victorious power in
the world.
2.The second horseman:
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a.The figure:

1)The horse is red. The color of wi
a)The man coming from Bozrah is r
b)God in His wrath is a fire.
2)This corroborated by:
a)By the sword given to the rider
b)By his commission to take peace
b.Meaning:

rath, anger, blood, war.
ed in his apparel, Isa. 63.

from the earth.

1)Symbol of a divine, well directed|force.
2)Causing war throughout this dispensation,

3.The third horseman:
a.The figure: black, color of scareit

¥, want and famine.

1)Jer. 14:2, referring to the drought inm Judah.

2)Lam 5:10, referring to the famine.
b.Somewhat modified by:
1)The pair of balances.
2)The cry of the rider.
a)One measure of wheat for a penny

the day).
b)And hurt not the oil and wine (1
¢.Meaning:
1)A divine power.
2)Causing the sharp contrast between
3)Social troubles.
4.The fourth horseman:
a,The figure:
1)Color of horse is pale green, the d
2)Corroborated by
a)The name of the rider: Death,
b)The fact that Hades follows him.
c)His commission: to k111 one four
b.Meaning:
1)A divine, well-directed power
2)O0f death in all its forms.
3)To kill as many as usually die unde
fourth is the part that ig in harmony
existence (the number four).

and three measures of barley
for a penny (enough to eat each day for a dey’s wages, living by

pave luxury untouched).

rich and poor,

olor of a corpse,

th part of men.

with the present earthly

In times of special plagues one
dies,
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Lesson 14
Revelation 6:
The Cry Of The Souls Up

I.Who they are:
1.Souls under the altar:
a.The altar is here the altar of bury
1)The altar on which sacrifices of
brought to God.
2)The blood was caught in a basin y
b.Hence, the souls under the altar:
1)Represent the saints in heaven.
2)As they have been slain on earth
God.
2.Further defined:
a.The soculs of them that were slain.
of them that were beheaded).
b.Why they were slain:
1)For the word of God and the testi
2)Meaning:
a)The Word of God is cpposed to t
b)The world, therefore, hates tha
silence it.

Word. They bear witness of it

9-11
ider The Altar

1t offering.
atonement and consecration were

nder the altar.

on the altar of consecration to
(same as in Rev., 20: the souls

mony they held.

he world in darkness.

t Word of God and wants to

in the world. They hold its

c)The saints on earth are the bejrers and representatives of that
5|

testimony, the testimony of Je
d)Hence, the world hates the sain
Word of God. This is a comfort
3.Whom they represent:
a.The whole Church of Christ:
1)0f all ages.
2)And every one of the saints, not
slain.
b.Considered as in tribulation as lon|
4.With the opening of the fifth seal:
a.S8ignifying that both their persecut
according to the counsel of God.
b.And under the control of Christ.

II.Their Outcry:
1.To whom they cry:
a.To the Lord (master, ruler; in the
used), the holy and true one.
b.This is Christ:
1)Who calis Himself the holy and tr
2)Who is the "ruler", that received
3)To whom all judgment is delivered
c.He 1s so called, because the matter
judgment.
2.For what:
a.For a quick avenging of their blood
b.Meaning:
1)A prayer for the manifestation of
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ts, and they are killed for the
ing thought.

merely those that were actually
2 as they are in the world.

ion and their prayer are

priginal the word "despotees" is

ne one in 3:7.
all power.

of their ocutcry is one of

the righteousness of the cause




of Christ, for which they suffered

2)A prayer for the revelation of the

of Christ, that was blasphemed in 1

3)A prayer for their own final adopti
3.How they cry out:

as evil-doers.

holiness and truth of the name
he word.

on and justification.

a.Urgently; expressive of a great longing and a holy impatience.

b.Evident from:

1)The fact that they cry with a loud |voice.

2)The words: how long, Lord?

IITI.The Answer:
l.Present blessedness:

a.White robes are given to all of them.
b.Their meaning:

DPerfect justification and rightecushess.

2)And complete victory.

c.The Church in heaven enjoys a state of consclous glory, even though
they wait with us for the final adoption.

2.The promise of a speedy answer to their
a.They must rest yet for a little whilel
1)May seem long to us.

prayer:

2)Yet, in view of the things that musft take place: a little season,
b.T{l1l their fellow-martyrs on the earth shall have been killed.
1)The measure of iniquity must be fillled.

2)The measure of the suffering of the

Church is determined by God,
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Thus far we discussed:
I.The superscription of the Book of Revel

II.John’s introduction to the Book, ch. 13

IIT.The vision of Christ in the midst of tj

IV.The letters to the seven churches; chs/

V.The vision of God’s throne and the new

VI.The vison of the Lamb that is found wo

Lesson 15
Review

1.0f the contents of the book: the rey
concerning the things that must short
2.The manner of this revelation: God ¢
3.The purpose of the book: God’s peopl
keep the words of this book and thus

1.A salutation and blessing.
2.Adoration of Christ by the Church.
3.Assurance of Christ’s coming with the

l.Christ appears as the glorious Priest
2.The seven candlesticks represent the
3.The stars are the bishops or minister
4.Christ is the first and the last; hol

1.These seven churches:
a.Were really exisitng churches at th
b.Picture of the whole church through
2.They represent:
a.The Church that lost its first lovg
b.The Church in tribulation (Smyrna)
c¢.The

ation: ch. 1:1-3. It informs us:
elation of Jesus Christ

ly come to pass.

o Christ through an angel to John.
e must read and understand and

be blessed.

4-8:

clouds.

e golden candlesticks: ch. 1:9-20:
-King.

New Testament Church.

s of the Church.

ds the keys of death and Hades.

'2,3:

at time.
out the new dispensation.

(Ephesus).

Church lax in discipline (Pergamum).

d.The Church with a mystical tendency (Thyatira).

e.The Church about to die (Sardis).
f.The faithul Church of little power

(Philadelphia).

g.The Church nauseating to Christ (Laodicea).

kingdom. ch. 4:

1.A symbolic representation of the kingdom of God that will have the

victory.
2.The throne of God is in the center.

3.Around it are:

a.The twenty—four elders, representing the Church of the old and new

dispensation.

b.The four living creatures, represefting the redeemed creation.

4.The Church and the living creatures
that sits on the throne.

are worshipping and adoring Him

rthy to open the book: ch. 5:

1.The book is symbol of God’s counsel with regard to the things that
must come to pass to perfect God’s cpvenant.

a.Seven seals.
b.Seven trumpets.
c.Seven visals.

2.The fact that Christ takes the book out of the right hand of God
signifies that the Lamb receives power and authority to execute the
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contents of the book. When the seals afe opened things come to pass.

VII.The vision of the four horsemen, ch. 6: 1-8:

1.The white horse represents the victorious cause of the kingdom of God
in the world.

2,The red horse represents the power to cause war,

3.The black horse represents the contrast|between scarcity and plenty,
living by the day and luxury.

4.The pale horse represents the power of death in its common rate (one
fourth).

VIII.The vision of the souls under the altar, ¢h. 6: 9-11:

1.The souls under the altar represent the|church in glory as having come
out of tribulation and martyrdom.

2.They are praying for the revelation of God’s righteous judgment, their
final justification,

3.And they are comforted by recelving white robes (heavenly glory) and
the answer that they will surely be avenged and justified in due time.
Their brethren that are still on the earth must also first have
suffered, even as they themselves have guffered and been slain.
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Lesson 16
Revelation 6:
The Shakeup O0f The Phy

I.Meaning.
1.The text speaks of:

a.Signs on the earth:
1)A great earthquake.
2)The mountains and islands are mo

b.Signs in the heavens:
1)The heaven (firmament) departs,
2)The sun becomes dark, the moon a
3)The stars fall out of the firmam

2.This to be understood of the physica

a.Many allegorical interpretations h
e.g. the shakeup of the Roman empi
{the sun is the chief ruler, the m
throne, the stars important office

b.All such interpretations are arbit
text. Sun, moon, stars, islands,
the literal sense.

c.Hence, the text contains a vision
whole physical universe, heaven an
See also: Joel 2:30,31; Haggai 2:
Heb. 12:26,27; II Pe. 3:7,10.

II.Realization:
1.Like the other seals this sixth seal

out this dispensation:

a.In many and great earthquakes in d
the words of our Saviour, Matt. 24
there were 97 earthquakes, in 1876
1850 as many as six or seven thous

b.In eclipses and extraordinary dark

c.In falling or shooting stars (mete
there were veritable showers of su
"as thick as snowflakes in a snows
"shooting stars'" that fell on Nov.
240,000. In 1872 as many as 10,00
sight of them struck comsternation

2.Fully and finally realized immediate

a After the last and great tribulati
1)This seal follows the fifth: th
2)}Immediately after the tribulatio

b.And before the coming of the Lord
plain from this vision.

c.Perhaps directly caused by the rem

I11.The Effect:
1.Upon God’s people:
a.They are not mentioned here.
1)According to many, most of them
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ical Universe

ed out of their places,

s rolled up as a scroll.

blood.
nt.

universe:
ve been offered of this passage;
e under Constantine the Great

on his fellow-ruler on the

s, etc.).

ary and find no support in the
ountains are to be understood in

f the complete shakeup of the
earth, and its effect upon men.
;s Matt. 24:29; Luke 21:11,25,26;

is also realized in part through

verse places. This according to
7. (It is recorded that in 1875
there were 104, between 1600 and
nd).
nings of sun and moon.
rs). Witnesses tell us that
h meteors during which they fell
orm''. The total number of
13-14, 1866 is estimated at
fell in two hours. And the
in the hearts of the people.
y before the day of the Lord:
n during the reign of antichrist:
souls under the altar.
of those days, Matt. 24:29.
nd the final judgment, as is

val of the firmament.

hall not be on the earth.



2)But plain from Scripture that they shall be. ILuke 21:28.
b.But for them these awful phenomena |shall be signs that their
redemption draws nigh, and they shall be delivered out of great
suffering and tribulation.
2.Upon the wicked:
a.All classes of people are mentioned, the kings, great men, rich,
chief captains, mighty men, bondmer, and free men. Yet notice that
all emphasis is laid upon the great| and mighty and rich.
b.For them a cause of consternation and great fear:
1)They try to hide themselves in djﬁs and rocks,
2)They call to mountains and rocks |to cover them.
c.The reason is:
1)That they realize that the day of| wrath is come.
2)And that they shall not be able tlo stand before the Lamb and Him
that sitteth on the throne.
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Lesson 17
Revelation 7: 1-8
The Sealing Of The 144,000

I.Who they are:
1.This chapter contains an interlude:
a.Begins with "After these things I saw".
b.Does no more belong to the opening of the sixth seal.
it speak of the opening of the seventh seal.
¢.Before the seventh seal is opened something must needs be done: the
144,000 must receive the seal of God.
2.Different interprettions as to who these 144,000 are:
a.0One group of interpretations explafns that they are Jews and see in
these verses a prophecy:
1)0f a national restoration of the| Jews.
2Y0f a national conversion of the [Jews.
3)0f the conversion of the remnant|according to the election of
grace from the Jews.
b.Another group explains this as referring to the whole Church from
Jews and Gentiles:
1)Whether to a special group that suffered special tribulatien.
2)0r to the entire Church of the new dispensation as it is in the
world at any time.
3.We prefer the last view, because:
a.0f the general symbolic character of the Book of Revelation, also
when it speaks of Jews, temple, altar, Jerusalem, Mt. Zion, etc.
b.Of the highly symbolic character of this passage: the four angels,
the four winds, the number 144,000,
c.0f the exact number 12,000 from every tribe.
d.0f the way the 12 tribes are mentioned here:
1)Not in any proper order, whether|according to their age, or their
mothers.
2)Besides, Dan is not mentioned, Ephraim is not mentionmed; but both
Joseph and Manasseh are mentioned.
e.0f the fact:
1)That they are called the servants of God.
2)That they also are mentioned in ch. 9:4.
3)And probably also in ch. l4.
4 .Hence, they are the Church of God in|the new dispensation as they are
in the world at any time, and will be in the world when the seventh
seal is broken:

Neither does

II.Their Sealing:
l.Necessary:

2.The seal about to be opened:

a.The number 12 is the number of God
their election and reconciliation,

b.12 times 12 gives the square, the

c.10 is the number of completion.

a.The seventh seal will bring great
b.What will become of God’s saints?
c.They are sealed.

a.Four angels on the four cormers of
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fs people from the viewpoint of

3 times 4.
Church universal, from all nations.

And 1,000 indicates a multitude.

suffering on the earth.

the earth.




b.They hold the four winds, symbol of the powers of destruction.
c.Another angels restrains them: God’s servants are first to be
sealed.
3.Meaning:
a.God’s people are sealed by the Spirit unto the day of redemption,
II Cor. 1:22,23; Eph. 1:13; 4:30,
b.The seal is a mark of possession; a safeguard against violation.
c.Here a safeguard against the destruction that will be wrought by the
opening of the seventh seal; God will preserve His own even in the
midst of great tribulation.
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Lesson 18
Revelation 7:|9-17
The Numberless Throng

I.Who they are:
1.They are:
a.A multitude which no man can number. The final fulfillment of the
promise to Abraham, Gen. 13:16; Gen. 15:5; Heb. 11:12.
b.Universal: from all nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues.
c.Perfected and glorious: clothed with white robes:
1)They washed their robes inm the blood of the Lamb (by faith);
2)Symbol of perfect righteousness, purity, glory.
3)This also signified by the palm branches. Probably a reference to
the feast of tabernacles. They are no more in the desert, but in
the land of promise.
d.In glory: before the throne of God and the Lamb. 1In the new
kingdom as pictured in ch. 4.
e.As to their origin: they came out|of the great tribulation. We
must remember:
1)That in the narrowest sense this| refers to the final tribulation
that is still to come in the days of Antichrist.
2)That in a wider sense this implips all the special periods of
persecutions through which the Church on earth passed.
3)That in the widest sense the Chulreh according to the viewpoint of
the Book of Revelation is alwaysrin tribulation.
2.Hence, we have here a vision of the [Church universal, of all ages and
out of all natioms as it attained to final victory and_glory.

II.Their relation to the 144,000:
1l.According to many we have here an entirely different group from those
mentioned in the first part of the dhapter, because:
a.They are different ia number:
1)144,000.
2)A numberless throng.
b.Their different state: in tribulgtion - in glory.
2.Better to understand that they are the same:
a.That the first group is not the Jews we saw in the previous lesson.
Besides, if this second group is from all nations they must include
the Jews.
b.The viewpoint differs: the same group is pictured before and after
the tribulation.
c.The difference in number is easily explained from the fact that in
the first part we see the church at any time in the world; here is
the final, entire, glorified churgh.

III.Their Blessed State:
1.God’s temple and tabernacle:
a.Fundamental idea the same, but with a distinction:
1)Temple here emphasizes the idea| of service. Tabernacle that of
fellowship. God spreads His tabernacle over them.
b.Here perfected:
1)Day and night they serve God.
2)And God’s tabernacle is everywhere.
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2.Blessed condition:
a.No more suffering:
1)Hunger or thirst.
2)Heat.
b.And fully comforted:

3.Through Christ: He leads them to foun
Forever He will be our Head, out of Wh

God shall wipe

-39~

away all tears from their eyes.
tains of the water of life.
om we live.



Lesson 19

Revelation 8:

1-6

The Presentation Of The Prayers Of The Saints

I.The Circumstances:
1.The opening of the seventh seal:
a.The seventh seal is opened and rev
b.And seven trumpets are given them.
c¢.This indicates that the seventh se
trumpets.
2.Half hour silence:
a.Different interpretations have bee
1)According to some it signifies ¢t
seal must remain hid.
2YAccording to others it signifies
things that must now come to pass.
b.The simple meaning seems to be tha
silence means reverence. The half

dals seven angels.

a4l will be fulfilled in the seven
1 given of this silence:

Hat the contents of the seventh
that heaven is awe-struck at the

t this is an hour of prayer. The
hour merely indicates the time

required for the things pictured hgre.

3.8even angles in readiness:
a.The angels:

1)According to some it signifies tHat the contents of the seventh

seal must remain hid.

a)Archangels, such as Gabriel, Michael.

b)Always ready for special servi
2)The number seven indicates that
completion of the kingdom of God
b.Trumpets are given them:
1)Trumpets were used in Israel as
temple service, a call unto a sp

de in the Kingdom of God.
they are connected with the

a call to battle, a call to the
ecial convocation on holidays, etc.

2)Here it indicates especially that in the way of judgments upon the

world God will complete His king

JI.Presentation Of The Prayers:
1.The prayers:
a.0f the saints:
1)All believers are saints because
2)Here all believers are meant:

lom (just as at Jericho).

they are in Christ, their Head.

a)Of all ages, in the old and the new dispensations.

b)In heaven and on earth.
b.Their prayers:
1)The emphasis falls on the fact t

hat they are prayers of saints.

They are therefore saintly, holy| prayers:
a)Wrought by the Spirit of Chrisf.

b)According to the will of God.

2)And they refer to that which the| prayers of all the saints have in
common, not to their personal anfd individual needs and wants, but:

a)The glory of God. :
b)The coming of His kingdom.

¢)And this implies judgments oveyr the ungodly world.

2.They are presented:
a.Another angel (not Christ) with a
1)Question has been asked: what a
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2)The answer:
a)The altar of incense (the golddn altar).
b)Yet with features that belong to the altar of burnt offering
(fire on the altar).
b.He receives much incense and with it offers the prayers of all the
salnts to God. Meaning:
1)The prayers of God’s people are gcceptable to God, through Christ,
2)And they will surely be heard.

ITI.The Answer:
1.Fire from the altar cast on the earth:
a.From the same altar on which the prayers of the saints were kindled
with the incense and offered to God, fire is taken and cast on the
earth.
b.This time it is the fire of the wrath of God.
c.This is evident from the effect. ;t causes judgments on the earth,
voices, thunders, lightning and an earthquake.
2.The angels prepare themselves to sound:
a.In what way they prepare themselves we do not know.
b.The meaning is, of course,
1)That they prepare themselves to execute God’s judgments on the
earth. r
2)That the work of the seven angels
all the saints.

i3 an answer to the prayers of
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Lesson 20
Revelation 8:

7-12

The First Four Trumpets

1.A11 have reference to the physical uniyerse:

1.A distinct group:

a.The first four trumpets are a distinct group, so that the seven

trumpets, as the seven seals, conslst of two groups:

b.This evident from:
1)The fact that the first four all

four and three.

have reference to the physical

universe (trees, herbs, sea, rivers, sun, moon, and stars).
2)The angel that flies in mid-heaven and announces a threefold woe.
2.Some of the allegorical interpretations that have been offered of

these four trumpets:
a.The first trumpet:

hail and fire are false teachings, trees are

preachers and teachers, grass repre¢sents the common Christians.

b.The second trumpet:
furiously because of the progress
c¢.The third trumpet:

gpiritually.
d.The fourth trumpet:
apostacy of teachers.
3.A11 refer to phenomena in nature:

the darkening

the burning mountain is the devil raging

vf Christianity.

The star Wormwdpod represents heretics fallen
from the Church, poisconing the fountains of truth and killing men

of sun, moon and stars represents

a.The allegorical interpretations camnot be accepted, because:

1)There is no reason for them in the text.

Why should not trees,

grass, seas, rivers, sun, moon, and stars be taken in their

literal sense?

2)They afford no certainty. There

are a thousand possibilities

then, one of which is as good as the other.

b.Hence, the reference is to natural

phenomena :

1)The whole creation is effected, 4s is evident from the number four.

2)In its various departments: the

land and vegetation, the waters

and their creatures, the heavenly luminaries.

4.As they affect man: )
a.Both individuals and nations are af
b.Man {and beast) is dependent upon {
and subsistence.
c.Hence, all history is determined by

I1I.A11 represent destructive forces:
1.The first trumpet:
a.Hall and fire mingled with blood:
1)Representative of destructive foy
2)The blood:
a)Perhaps symbolic of destructior
b)Perhaps in the future to be re3
b.Result: destruction of crops, frui
2.The second trumpet:
a.As is were a great, burning mountai
b.Result:
1)Sea becomes blood, creatures die/
2)Violent disturbance: ships desty
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he physical world for his life

r them, peace and war, etc.

ces in the realm of vegetation,.

wrought.
lized 1literally as a sign.
t, herbs; food for man and beast.

n cast into the sea.
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3.The third trumpet:

a.A star, Wormwood, fell upon the wa
1)Perhaps we must think of a liter:
2)Wormwood is a plant noted for its

b.Result: man and beast die.

4,.The fourth trumpet:

a.Heavenly luminaries are darkened:
1)By day and
2)By night:

b.Result: diminishing of light and ¢

ITI.A1l affect one third:
l.According to some:
a.0One third must be compared with ong
one half.
b.Hence, mercy still prevails over iy
never speaks of one half).

2.0ur explanation:
a.Must be compared with one fourth (g

Lers :
21 star or planet.
5 bitter taste and poisonous oil.

ooling off of our atmosphere.

half. It is a little less than

1dgment. (Book of Revelation

f. the fourth seal). One fourth

is the common rate of hail, fire, etc.
b.One third, then, denotes an increase in the forces of destruction.

Just a little more.

3.Al1 is caused from heaven and by Christ who opens the seals.
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lLesson 21
Revelation 9:
The Locuests Out Of

1.Introductory: Ch. 8:13 is interlude

1-12
The Abyss

a.An angel (eagle, R.V.) flying in mid-heaven.

b.Crying: woe, woe, woe, etc.
c.Meaning:

1)Must not ask who this angel or eagle is.

2)Scene merely serves to emphasize

that the plagues of the last

three trumpets will be very griewous.

I1.The Scene of the Vision:
1.A star fallen from heaven:
a.This star:

1)Not one of the heavenly luminaries.

2)But a personal being:
a)Receives the key of the pit.
b)Opens it. Acts like a person,
3)Is Satan, the prince of devils.,
2,.0pens the pit of the abyss:

therefore.
(Eph, 2:2; Mk. 3:22; Lu. 10:18)

a.Abyss is pictured as a place beneath the surface of the earth,

widening downward.

b.The pit is the shaft near the surface.

c.Satan receives power and authority
Christ. Proceeds to do so.
3.Result:
a.A cloud of smoke rises, darkening a
b.Locusts issue forth:
1)Locusts are harbingers of judgmen
2)Their appearance:
a)Shaped like horses prepared for
b)Golden crowns on their heads.
c)Faces as men’s faces.
d)Hair like women’s hair.
e)Teeth like lion‘s teeth.
f)Breastplates.
g)Tails and stings like a scorpio
h)Sound of their wings like chari
3)Their power: to hurt the ungodly
a)No power to kill, but to tormen
b)And the wicked only.
4)They have a leader: Abaddon (Heb
Destroyer.

ITI.Whom they represent:
1.They are not real locusts:
a.Their appearance is against this.

(the key) to open the pit. From

ir and sun.
t (Ex. 10:3ff; Joel 2)

battle.

n's.

pts.

(not vegetation):
L. ’

rew), Apollyon (Greek), meaning

b.Their origin is against this: the abyss.
c.Their work is against this: they hurt men, not grass, etc.

2.They do not represent men:

a.Vision has been explained as referring to an army (The Mohammedans

in the 7th and 8th century).

—44—




b.But this is impossible:
1)Because they issue forth from th
2)Because of their work:
a)They only torment,
b)And only the ungodly.
3.Hence, they represent demons:
a.According to Scripture there are d
1)Some in the air (Eph. 2:2).
2)Some in desert places (Matt. 12

e abyss.

ifferent groups of demons:

43),

3)Some kept in prison until specijl occasions (II Pe. 2:4; Jude 6.)
a

b.The last are meant here, They ar
time of locusts).

IV.Their work:
1.They play in a special degree upon t
such as:
a.lust of power, war, conmquest, glor|
breastplates, crowns of gold).
b.Greed (lion’s teeth}.
c.False philosophy, art, carnal lust
are glven over in a special manner
2.They leave the world in dark despair
a.This is the after effect:
1)Their power is in their tails.
2)They cannot kill, only torment.
b.And the despair of stark pessimism
1)Men will seek death.
2)But cannot find it.
c.This is a picture of the most hope
1)Has been the condition of the wo
2)But the fifth trumpet refers to
will be increased. One third.
3.A11 in the power of Christ:

liberated for five months (the

he evil passions of the wicked

vy (horses for war, chariots,

(nen’s faces, women’s hair). Men
to the influence of devils.

34

is the form of this torment.

less pessimism:
rld more than once in the past.
a time in the future when all this

a.The devil receives the key from Hifm. He opens the seals,

b.And they that are sealed are not s
spirits.,

ubject to the power of these evil
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Lesson 22
Revelation 9:[13-21
The Plague Of The Triple Monsters

I,The condition of the world:
1.Relgiously:
a.Men worship demons.
b.And idols of silver and gold, etc.
¢.This may be taken literally:
1)Man, that departs from the living God, serves the devil and his
host.
2)And he is an idol worshipper.
2.Morally: They commit iniquity:
a.Murders,
b.Sorceries (they work with poison: | the lie, deceit, etc.),
c.Fornication (adultery, divorce, etie.)
d.Thefts (greed, love of money, deception, actual stealing).
3.This in a special measure:
a.This is always true of the world.
b.But at the time of the threefold mpnsters of the sixth trumpet this

will be the case in a special degr
1)Evident from all the Bible, e.g.
2)And from this passage, vs. 13:

ee:
I Tim. 4:1-3; II Tim. 3:1-5.
it is the voice from the blood-

sprinkled horns of the altar (the blood of atonement) that calls

for this plague. The blood of Christ cries for vengeance!

I1.The Plague:
1.The horsemen:
a.Their description:

b.Hence, they do not represent:

c¢.They do represent:

1)There are two million of them.
2)Their general appearance is that
3)They have (heads like lions’ hea
4)They have tails in the form of s
these they hurt. They are, ther
lion, serpent.
5)To this triple character corresp
a)The fire, smoke, brimstone tha
b)The triple color of the riders
hyacinth) brimstone.

1)Real horses:
2)Nor evil spirits:
third part of men.

their description
they have a p

the destructiy
1)War. This symbolized by the fip
39:3; 57:4; 78:21); Jealousy (F
Vengeance (Deut. 32:22; Jer. 12
17:27; 21:14; Amos 1:4). Added

John heard their number.
of horses with their riders, but,
ds.)

erpents, with heads.
efore, triple monsters:

And with
horse,

onds :
t issues from their mouths.
‘ breastplates: fire, jacinth (or

is against this.
hysical effect, for they kill the

e forces of:

e, which represents: Anger (Ps.
s. 79:5; Ez. 36:5; Zeph. 1:18);
1); and, therefore, War (Jer.
data: the first color of the

breastplates; the figure of the lhorse.

2)The desolation, want, famine tha
Symbolized in the smoke (Isa. 34
the dark, smoke-like color of th
devouring lion.
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t follows in the wake of war.
:10; Lam. 4:8; 5:8). Added data:
e hyacinth; the figure of the




3)Pestilence in the wake of war. This
(Ez. 38:22). Added data: the coloi
breastplates; the serpent.
2.How called forth; they are the armies of
these destructive powers to come upon ti
a.The river Euphrates is the ideal divid
Christian nations and the heathen nati
Josh. 1:4; I Ki. 4:21).
b.The four angels:
1)Whose purpose is to rouse the heathd
2)Are bound until the very hour (by Gg
3)Are now loosed. A beginning of what
vial (ch 16:12). An advance over th
third is killed.

I1I.Result:

1.The rest of men:
a.That is, of the wicked world.
b.That had not been killed.
c.But they had also suffered and witness

2.Were hardened:
a.They repented not.
b.But continued in their actual iniquity
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t of sulphur in the

all the world that cause

te world:

ing line between the outwardly
ons (Gen, 15:18; Deut. 1:7;

n nations to war.
d’s decree).

is completed in the sixth
e last three hosemen. One

ed the plague.

and corrupt life,




Lesson 23
Revelation 1Q: 1-7
The Mighty King-Judge In Troublous Times

.

I.This passage the beginning of another [interlude:
1.1t is no continuation of the sixth trumpet.
a.Ch., 11:14 would seem to indicate that it is.
b.But:
1)The vision speaks of another angel.
2)The contents do not speak of furfther plagues as yet.
b.It is not yet the seventh trumpet. ([This plain from ch. 11:135.

IX.The Mighty Angel:
1.Is Christ. This is evident:
a.From His description:
1)He is arrayed in a cloud.
2)A rainbow is uwpon His head.
3)His face is as the sun.
4)His feet are as pillars of fire.
5)His voice is as the roaring of a| lion.
b.From a comparison of this descriptfion with that which is given of
Christ in ch. 1:13-15. The priest]ly robe is absent here.
c.From a comparison of this passage with Dan. 12:7.
2.Appears here as the mighty King-Judge:
a.His royalty is evident from the geheral glory of His appearance
(eyes and face, feet as of fire, rainbow).
b.His power is indicated by the fact|that his feet are upon the earth
and the sea.
c.And that He appears as Judge is indicated by:
1)The cloud with which He is clothed.
2)The feet as pillars of fire.

I¥II.What He does:
l1.He plants His feet upon the earth ang the sea:
a,The earth and sea:

1)Not to be understood in the symb¢lical sense (as in ch. 13).

There is nothing to indicate thig

2)But as representative of the whole world and all it contains.

b.That He sets his feet upon them indicates:
1)That all things are subject under Him. Ps. 110:1; T Cor. 15:25;
Eph. 1:22,
2)And because His feet are pillars|of fire, it indicates that He
will judge that world.
c.To establish His own kingdom and realize God’s everlasting covenant.
For He has the rainbow upon His head.
2.And swears:
a.By God:
1)As the eternal One, Whose Word shall stand.
2)As the Creator of all things, Whq is Soverdeign over all.
b.What He swears: .
1)That the mystery of God shall be (finished:
a)The mystery of God is the gospel, Christ, the contents of the
book with the seven seals.
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b)Shall be perfectly accomplished
2)Without delay:

and manifested.

a)There shall be time (delay) no jmore.
b)In the days of the seventh tru pet.

IV.The Seven Thunders; concerning these w
1.That they represent seven judgments:

may remark:
Ps. 18:13; ch. 8:5,

2.That they are related to the perfectilon of God’s kingdom. The number

7.

4.That their contents are sealed:

3.That they spoke a language John undewstood. He wants to write.
e

a.Many {nterpretations have been off
b.But they are sealed:
1)John needed to hear their voice
2)But they are not for the Church
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Lesson 24
Revelation 10:(8-11
The Little Book That Is Swallowed

I.Meaning of the book:
l.Visionary:
a.We must remember that we deal with|a vision.
b.Hence:
1)The little book is visionary.
2)And so is the eating of it.
2.The book:
a.Is not the same as the one mentioned in ch. 5:1;
1)this is a little book.
2)This book is not sealed.
3)That book belongs to Christ only. This is given to John to eat.
b.Yet it is related to it, as is evident from the fact that it
prepares John to prophesy. It is a partial revelation of the contents
of the book mentioned in ch. 5. Parfiial because:
1)The whole of God’s counsel (symbglized by the book of ch. 5.) is
never revealed in detail.
2.Much of the book with the seven geals had already been revealed to
John.

II.Its Contents:
1.In general: all that John still has |to prophesy concerning the things
that must come to pass, such as:
a.The fate of the holy city, the templle, the two witnesses.
b.The dragon and the man-child.
c.The beast out of the sea and out of| the earth.
d.The seven vials.
e.The destruction of Babylon.
f.The binding and releasing of Satan.
g.The heavenly Jerusalem.
2.Character of this prophecy:
a.It involves many nations and peoples and their kings.
b.It contains a message of woe for the wicked.
c.It speaks of glory for the people of God, but only in the way of
tribulation. Things that are contrary to the flesh.
3.Hence: preparation necessary:
a.John must be spiritually prepared tp bring this message.
b.And so must the Church, that is alsp called to witness of these
things in the world.

III.What is done with the book:
1.The voice from heaven instructs John:
a.He must approach the angel.
b.And take the little book from his hand.
c.John obeys.
2.What he must do with it:
a,Not merely read it and learn to know its contents,
b.But eat it,
c.Again: John obeys.
d.This act is. similar to that recorded in Ez. 2:8-3:3. There we find:
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1)That the passage speaks of Ezeki
2)That he, too, is called to bring
3)That he must speak to a rebelliot
expect opposition.
4)That, therefore, he must be preps
is to bring must become part of |
spirie,
3.Hence, the meaning of this act:
a.Through an operation of the Holy Sp
must bring is thoroughly assimilats
recelve the Word of God.

b.Thus John becomes a living witness,

IV.The Effect:
l1.Sweet-Bitter:
a.The little book is sweet in his mou
b.But bitter in his belly.
2.Thus the Word of God:
a.Sweet to the taste of the believer,

b.Nevertheless, it is hard and painfu
it speaks of tribulation.

ared for his work:
iimself, of his very soul and

1 to the flesh, especially

£1’s preparation as a prophet,

a message of woe and judgment.

s people, and therefore must

the message he

irit the prophetic message John
d by him. Thus must the Church

The Church also,

th,

Ps. 119:103; Ps. 19:10.
when
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I.The measuring of the temple.
1.Three areas are distinguished in the

2.How to be understood:

3.The measuring:

II.The two witnesses:

Lesson 25
Revelation 113

The Measuring Of The Temple And The Two Witnesses

a.The temple building proper.
b.The outer court.
c¢.The holy city.

text:

a.According to some in the literal sgnse:

1)Jerusalem will be rebuilt in the
then "taken up'".

latter days, and the Church is

2)Antichrist shall tread down the Roly city and the outer court.

b.Against this conception is:
1)That the Bible everywhere teaches

us that the Church shall be in

the tribulation of the days of Antichrist.
2)That in the N,T., Jerusalem and the temple are always the Church:
a)Christ speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem and of the temple,

but never of their restoration

b)Paul speaks of the temple in the spiritual sense, 1 Cor. 3:16;

II Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:20-22; Gal. 4:25,26; Heb.

12:22.

3)So does this very book of Revelation, ch. 3:12; 21:2,10,22.
c.Hence, the Church as the city of God and His dwelling place on earth

in this dispensation:
1)In its broadest sense:
2)Including:

a)The false Church (the city).

all nominal Christendom.

b)The show—church (the outer court).

c¢)The true believers (the temple

proper).

a.A reed like unto a rod is given John:
1})The reed is a measuring instrument.

2)The rod is a symbol of authority

b.Hence, the measuring answers the gpestion:

spiritual dominion of Christ?
c.The result: separation:
1)Between the temple proper on the
2)And the outer court and the city
3)And the latter is given up to th
power.
d.Forty two months:
1)This period is the same as 1260

and power, Ps. 2:9; Rev. 2:26,27.
how large is the true

one hand.
on the other.

¢ "Gentiles'; the antichristian

days, time and times and half a

time, three and a half years. (Also mentioned in Daniel).

2)The time of this dispensation:
a)Plain from ch. 12: the church
B)3 1/2 is 1/2 of 7, half of the
kingdom, from the first advent

1.Explanations that are offered:
a.The chapter refers to the destruct
A.D. But: Jerusalem was already
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is in the wilderness 1260 days.
period in which God perfects His
of Christ to the second.

fon of Jerusalem in the year 70
destroyed.




b.The two witnesses are the 0ld and
Cathelic Church, raised to life by
c.They are Enoch and Elijah, returne
2.Key to explanation in vs. 4:
a,They are the two candlesticks and
b.The reference is to Zech. 4.

New Testament, killed by the Roman
the Reformation, 1517.
d to the earth in the latter days.

the two olive trees.

1)The candlestick is the Church as
the Lord, witnessing for the tru
2)The two olive trees in Zech. are
official capacity as king and prie
3)The whole represent the Church a
institute, especially its minist

-5

the light of the world, serving
th.

Zerubbabel and Joshua, in their
-

8 royal priesthood, with its

(Y.




I.Their calling and power:
.. 1.Their calling:

2.Their power:

II.Their defeat:
1.By whom:

2.When:

3.How:

Lesson 26
Revelation 1l1:
The Two Witnesses

to witness:

a.This evident from their names: wit
olive trees.

b.And they prophesy, i.e. they witneg
faith of Jesus Christ:
1)To the end of the earth.
2)But especially against the wicked

clothed in sackeloth.

a.They have power to overcome their g
out of their mouth:
1)those that would "hurt'" them:
a)Not in the physical
b)But in the spiritual sense.
b.The fire that proceeds out of their
speak, made powerful through the Sp
that Word they "kill"™ their opponen
c.This true of the whole church. Esp
d.They also have power to shut up the
smite the earth with plagues:
1)Reminds of Moses and Elijah.
2)The church always has this power:
a)Judgments are upon the earth fqg
b)And in answer to the prayers of
3)Shall become very plain in the 13
4)Antichrist shall imitate these si

a.The beast. The little horn of Dan,
b.Rises out of the abyss. This is ty
character. The power of darkmness.

a.When the two witnesses have finishe
b.Meaning:
1)When the gospel shall have been p
2)When alsoc the testimony against
been completed.

5-13
(cont.)

nesses, candlesticks, the two

s of the truth of the gospel, the

ness of "Jerusalem". They are

pponents by fire that proceeds

mouth is the Word of God they
irit of Christ. Jer. 5:14. With
tse

ecially toward the end.

heavens, turn water into blood,

r the kingdom of God’s sake.
the saints {(ch. 8).

tter days.

gns (ch. 13).

7. Aatichrist of ch. 13.
ue according to his spiritual
d their testimony.

reached to all natioms.
he sin of the world shall have

a.By making war against them, overcoming them, killing them.

b.The meaning is:
1)Not that all the saints shall be

2)But:
a)Some of them shall be killed.
b)others put in prison.
¢)The Church shall be forbidden
silenced.
d)And she shall be filled with co
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kililed.

o worship. Her voice shall be

ntempt: their bodies shall not



be buried.

e)And all the world shall rejoice i
church in Russia today.

III.Their glorification:
l.They rise after 3 1/2 days:
a,Half a week: Antichrist cannot attai

b.And the days shall be shortenced. Cf
9:24-27,

1)This whole period is the time from
time.

2)Divided into three periods:
a)Seven weeks to the first coming o
b)Sixty two weeks to the culminatiol
¢)Half of the remalning week the 3
d)The second half is the end; the (
tion, the glorification of the sa

2.Antichristian power destroyed:
a.Its power is taken away (one tenth; t
b.Seven thousand are killed (think of t|
c.And as they witness the victory of th

God of heaven (think of Nebuchadnezza
glory to God.
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n thelr reproach, Think of the

n to his purpose,
« the seventy weeks of Dan.

Daniel’s prophecy to the end of

£ Christ.

n of Antichrist.

1/2 days of this chapter.
hurch revived, the resurrec-—
dnts with the Lord.

hink of the ten horns).

he seven heads).

e church they give glory te the
). In the end all must give




Lesson 27
Revelation 11:
The Blowing Of The Sev

I.The Trumpet:
1.Vs. 14 takes up the sequence of revel
a.The three last trumpets are present
b.With the sixth trumpet the second W
c.Mentioned here in order to introdudg
seventh trumpet.
2.Here a general, proleptic view of the
a.The details are revealed later in ¢
angels pour out the seven vials of
evident from:

1)A comparison of ch. 10:7 with 153
that with the blowing of the seve
will be finished; the latter, tha
God is filled.

2)The temple of God is opened here,
the seven angels with their vialsg

3)Here we have only a general descr
be on the earth with the seventh
b.Hence, as in ch. 8:1-5 we have a geg
judgments of the seventh seal, that
seven trumpets; so here we have onl
of the seventh trumpet. The detail
vials.

I1.Joy in Heaven:
1.Great voices are heard in heaven upon
the seventh trumpet:
a.Whose these voices are we are not 8
b.What they say:
1)The kingdom (not kingdoms, as in
universal rule and dominion, is beg
a)of our Lord, i.e. God, and
b)Of His Christ, His Anointed. 1
final victory. It proves also
King under God.
2)And He shall reign forever., Thig
in His Kingdom through Christ. 1
destroyed.
2.The elders worship:
a.They are, as we have seen, represey
b.They acknowledge God’s soverelgnty
c«They express:
1)Thanks to God, the Almighty, Who
come').
2)The reason:
a)God has taken to Him his great
b)Result: the wicked are destroy
rewarded.
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enth Trumpet

ations where ch. 9:21 left it:
ed as three woes. .

oe is past. This was at 9:21.
e the third woe, that is, the

effect of the seventh trumpet.
hs. 15 and 16, when the seven
wrath. That this is true is

1. The former passage tells us

nth trumpet the mystery of God
t in the seven vials the wrath of

And out of the open temple come
, ch. 15:5,6.
iption of the judgments that will
trumpet. Just as in 8:5.
neral description of the
are described in detail in the
y a general view of the contents
s are deseribed in the seven

the occasion of the blowing of

old.

King James Version), i.e. the
ome :

'his looks toward the end and the
that Christ shall forever remain

refers to the sole reign of God
'he powers of darkness are
tatives of the Church of all ages.
and fall on their faces.

»
i{s and was @®&RPand art to “<

power and reigned.
ed and the servants of God are




ITI.Judgments on the Earth: Noy

1.The temple of God is opened: i
a.The temple:
1)God’s dwelling place.
2)His Presence and throne (the ark d
b.Is opened. Indicating:
1)That He will come to make of all d
2)That He will issue forth to destrd
2.81gns of judgment:
a.Lightnings, voices, thunderings, and
b.General signs of judgments and desty

(o digeoming in (et -

57~

“M@C3ﬂ*hbﬂxxﬁt56n4}ﬁ4w’ Ruv 1i
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f the covenant).

reation His house,
y the wicked.

an earthquake and great hail,
uction on the earth. See on 8:5.




Lesson 28
Revelation 123

1-6

The Two Signs In |Heaven

I1.How they are described:
1.The sign of the woman:

a.Glorious and with great power and Ronor:

1)She is arrayed with the sun.
2)Has the moon under her feet.

3)A crown of twelve stars upon her head.

and honor.
b.In hope of motherhood that is about
c.Brings forth a man-child:

All is symbolic of power

to be fulfilled.

1)That shall rule the nations with|a rod of irom.
2)Who is caught up to God and His throne.

2.The dragon:
a.The figure of the dragon:
1)Not a real animal, but a mythical

monster.

2)Its general appearance was that ¢f a serpent.

b.Particulars:

1)0f a red color, the color of wrath, war, blood, murder.
2)Numbers ten and seven are symboljcal:
a)Seven is usually the number of the fulmess of God’s kingdom.
b)Ten denotes a measure of anything as determined by God’s will

and counsel.

3)The seven heads are crowned with|royal crowns (diadems). Symbolic

of royal authority.

4)The horn is symbol of power and might.

¢.Drags one third of the stars out o
down upon the earth.

I1.What they represent:
1.The dragon:
a.Is the devil: this is plain from
b.Meaning of the description:
1)He is a spiritual monster:
a)Not by reason of his creation
b)But through his fall.
2)Is the murderer from the beginni

3)Pretends to have authority in th

a)The seven heads.

world powers, as we shall see

4)The ten horns:
a)In their symbolical meaning de
by Ged.
b)Although these alsc have a his
christian kingdom.
5)The stars are the angels (Job sp
stars) that fell with him.

2.The woman:

a.Is the Church pictured in the glor
God’s counsel and promise.
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f the firmament and casts them

verse 9.

ng: red.
e kingdom which is really God’ s:

b)Although these have a historicpl realization in successive

later.

Fote that his power is determined
t

orical fulfillment in the anti-

eaks of the angels as the morning

y that 1s really hers according to




b.In and all through the old dispensation. This evident:
1)From the fact that she is now 1260 days in the wilderness. (She
has no longer a special land of Capaan to dwell in).
2)And especially from the descriptfion of her child, Christ.

c.As in the old dispensation she lived constantly in the hope of the
promise. Gen. 3:15.

III.The Conflict:
l.Dragon stands before the woman:
a.This true historically in the hostile world powers that hate the
Church.,
b.With the purpose to destroy her chfild.
c.Destroy the Holy Seed that was promised in Gen. 3:15.
2,He fails:
a.The child is born.
b.And is caught up to God and His throme.
c.This is the ascension and exaltation of the Lord.
3.Historically:
a.Predicted in Gen. 3:15: crushing of the heel.
b.And realized all through the old dispensation:
1)Sons of God and daughters of men|before the flood.
2)Tower of Babel.
3)Israel:
a)In Egypt.
b)In the desert.
¢)In Canaan.
d)In captivity.
e)Under Antiochus Epiphanes.
4)Christ at the cross.
5)His glorification,
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I.The Combatants:

Lesson 29
Revelation 12:

l.Michael and his angels:
a.The name Michael means:
b.He is menticned also in Dan.
passages we learn:

10:13;

7-12
War In Heaven

"who is like God".

12:1; Jude 9. From these

1)That he is an archangel; prince and chief among the angels.

2)That he contends with Satan, his g
3)That it appears to be his special
the people of God.
c.Hence, he is an angel of great authg
originally had his equal in Satan, 3
latter is his chief opponent and def
God over against him.
d.His angels:
1)Are not necessarily all the good 3
2)But the group of angels over which
2.The dragon and his angels:
a.In vs., 9 the dragon is called:
1)The devil, which means liar, decei
2)Satan, which means opponent, becay
3)The old serpent, evidently with a
tion in paradise.
b.His angels are all the angels that §
rebellion.

pponent.
office to stand and fight for

rity and power, who, perhaps,
nd who after the fall of the
ends the cause of the people of

ingels.
» he is prince and ruler.

ver.
se he is the opponent of God.
reference to the first tempta-

ell with him in his pride and

II.Time of this war.

II1I.The object:

1.This battle does not refer to the rebg
before the fall of man.
But that this cannot be true is prove

a.What is said by "the great voice" vs. 10:

:11ion of Satan and his angels

This is the explanation of some interpreters.

1 by:
Salvation and the kingdom

of God and Christ are come as a result of the victory of Michael and

his angels.
b.The fact that Satan is here called
c.That of the latter it is said that
the Lamb.
2.Nor can it refer to:
a)The end.
b)Or to an attack made on Christ imme
3.But the reference is:
a.To the entire old dispensation, wher
heaven.
b.Simultaneous with the attempt of th
woman’s child.
c.Before atonement was made.

the condemnation of the Ol
evident from:

1.Michael’s peculiar calling to defend
2.The expression: "the accuser of our
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they overcome him by the blood of

1iately after his glorification.
n Satan still had access to

e dragon on earth to devour the

H Testament saints. This is

God’s people.
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Satan, therefore, fights for the condemnation of the saints that have
been glorified in the old dispensation, on the basis:

1.That atonement is not made for them.
2.And he will prevent the coming of thd seed of the woman.

IV.Result:

1.The war is finished with the glorifidation and exaltation of Christ.
2.The devil is cast out. His work limflted to the earth.
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I.The Woman in the wilderness:

IX.The Conflict:

lesson 30

Revelation 12: 13-17
Conflict Between The Dragon |And The Woman

1.The woman:

a2.Is the same as in the first part of tlhis chapter.
b.The Church as a visible institution in the world.

c.But now after she brought forth the Man-child, and, therefore, is in

the new dispensation,

d.The mother of believers: "the rest of her seed".

2.The dragon:

a.Is the devil as the prince of this world; operating through the

world--power.
b.Defeated:

1)In his purpose to devour the Man-child,

and exaltation of Christ.
2)In the war in heaven.
c¢.Now exerting all his power to destroy
3.The Wilderness:
a,The picture:
1)The dragon persecutes the woman aftg
child.
2)The woman receives wings of an eagld

that she may escape in the desert.
3)The wilderness:

a)A barren and dry place where nothi
deliverance of Israel ocut of Egypt
b)Here the woman is miraculously fed

the Church on earth.

»r she brought forth the Man-
(power from God, Ex. 19:4).,
ng will grow. Reminds of the

, in the desert.

4)The dragon evidently pursues the woman to the edge of the wilder-
ness, but cannot live in the desert. Does not follow her.

b.The meaning:
1)In the old dispensation the Church:

a)Had an earthly country in this wornld, Canaan.
b)Was a nation; church and state were one.

2)In the new dispensation the Church:

a)TIs principally in heaven. Jerusalem, Canaan is above. Hence,

on earth she is not at home, but i
and pilgrim.
b)And a separate institution, with 1
the world, not of the world. Chur
Nation are no longer one.

n the wilderness, a stranger

ts own King, life, laws. In
cth and State, and Church and

l.Attempt of the dragon with respect to the Church:

a.The symbolic presentation:
1)The serpent casts out of his mouth a
woman.
2)For the purpose of carrying her away
wilderness.
3)But the earth swallows up the stream
b.Meaning:
1)All the attempts of Satan to destroy
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stream of water after the
out of her isolation in the
of water. Cannot reach her.

the Church.

i.e. to prevent the coming



2)Especially by seducing her out of her isolation and carry her into

the world
3)Fail. The Church remains safely iz
4)All through this dispensation:

the world, not of the world.

a)3 1/2 times is 3 1/2 symbolic years, each of 360 days.

b)This is the same as 1260 days ox
2.Persecution of the rest of her seed:
a.The rest of her seed:

42 months,

1)Are the individual believers of thHe new dispensation.

2)In distinction from:

a)The saints of the old dispensatilon,

b)The Man—child.
b.Are faithful in the world:
1)In walk: keep the commandments of
2)In confession: hold the testimony
c.Dragon makes war with them:

God;
of Jesus.

1)Spiritual war: to seduce them from the faith. Must put on the

whole armor of God.

2)And by the power of the world, as |revealed in the next chapter.
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Lesson 31
Revelation 13:| 1-10
The Beast Out Of| The Sea

I.His Appearance:
l.Connection with ch. 12:
a.Plain that in this chapter we are fold in what way the dragon makes
war with the remnant of the seed of the woman mentiouned in ch. 12.
b.He does so through the anti-christian world-power.
c.This power is described in our present lesson from its political
aspect.
d.In the rest of the chapter it is pictured from its spiritual side.
2.General appearance:
a.That of a beast or monster.
b.Rising up out of the sea.
c.A threefold wild beast: leopard, hear, lion.
3.Details:
a.The beast has seven heads, with the name of blasphemy upon them.
b.Ten horns with ten crowns, royal diadems.
c.0n one of the heads the scar of a deadly wound that was healed.

I1.Meaning:
1.The sea:
a.5ymbol of troubled nations (Dan. 732,3.)
1)Driven by the power of sin from within.
2)And by the wrath of God upon theﬂ.
3)Wars, revolution, famine, etc.
b.Out of these the beast rises, i.e. has his origin historically.
2.The beast:
a,Symbol of the ungodly world-power firom its political aspect. Dan.
7:17,23.
b.Not only the king, but also his kingdom.

3.A combination and consummation of all| the world-powers of the past and
of the then-present. This is evident|:
a.From the fact that the four beasts pf Dan. 7 are here combined.
b.From the seven heads, representing so many successive historical

manifestations of this world-power fin time (Rev. 17:9,10):
1)Five of the past: Nimrod’s Babel| Assyria, Babylonia, Persia,
Greece.
2)0ne of the time of this vision: Rome:
3)0ne still to come.
c.From the ten horns:
1)The horn is symbol of royal power|(Ps. 89:17).
2)Ten horns represent a number of kings that shall give their power
to the beast at the same time (of|the heathen nations). Rev.
17:12,13. :

4.A federation:

a.The deadly wound that was healed refiers most probably to the confu-
sion of tongues, which made a universal world-power impossible at
the time of Nimrod.

b.That difficulty is overcome for a time. The nations shall be united,
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II1.His power:
l.Universal:
a.Power over all nations, kindreds and

tongues, vs. 7.

b.And over all things, buying and selling, etc. vs, 17.
c.All that dwell on the earth worship him, vs. 8.

2.Antichristian:

a.He receives his power from the beast|

his spiritual character,
=Christ and Antichrist.

He is the

This refers, of course, to
'anointed” of the devil, anti

b.He blasphemes, speaks against God, slanders Him.

¢.Is worshipped as God. Men adore him

and put their trust in him.

d.And he persecutes the saints, whose hames are written in the book of

life of the Lamb, "slain from the foundation of the world",

7:25; 11:36; II Thess. 2:3-6.

IV.Attitude of the saints:

1.No resistance by force:
with the sword.
2.But patience:

"the patience and the faith of the saints".

Dan.

he that killeth with the sword must be killed

It will be

glven them of grace to suffer with Christ,
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Lesson 32
Revelation 13: 1

1-18

The Beast Out Of The Earth

I.Relation to the first beast:
l.Description:
a.The second beast rises out of the e3
b.It has two horns like a lamb.
c.It speaks as the dragon.
2.Belongs to and serves the first beast),
a.It exercises all the power of the fi
b.It performs miracles in the sight of
c.It persuades men to make an image off
d.To worship the beast and his image,
e.It invents the mark of the beast, vsg

IT.His identity:
1.The power of false prophecy is symboli
a.This is not another political world-—
b.But the spiritual, ethical, intellec
kingdom, the false prophet:
1)Philosophy, science, religion
2)Under the power of sin and the dra
2.This is evident from:
a.The fact that this second beast rise
1)The first beast rose out of the re
2)The second out of the earth.
a)Stable and at rest.
b)Yet, from below, not from above
b.The fact that this beast appears 1lik
c.The fact that it speaks
1)Teaches, preaches, prophesies.
2)But like the dragon.
d.The fact that he performs signs and
e.He is the same as the false prophet

IIT,.His influence:
l.Causes men to worship the beast:
a.By false science and religion and th
tions, and benefits, men shall be pe
the beast.
b.And to kill and persecute all that r
1)Ki11, vs,. 15.
2)Refuse them a place in the world,
2.To this end:
a.He persuades men to make an image of
1)An image that speaks.
2)And exposes them that refuse to wo
b.He invents a mark which men must wea
forehead.

IV.His Number: 666.
1.Common Interpretation of this number:

-HH~

rth.

so that they are one:
rst beast before him, vs. 12.
| the first beast, vs. l4.
the beast, vs. 14.
vss. 12,15,
s. 16,17.

zed by this second beast:

power like the first beast.
tual power of the Antichristian
gon, in their service.

out of the earth.

tless sea.

Like revelation.
e a Lamb with two horns.

wonders as a prophet.
in ch. 19:20.

eir practical wonders, inven-
rsuaded to give divine homnor to

pfuse to worship the beast:
vs. 17.
the beast:

rship the beast.
r on their right hand or




—_ a.The number is the sum of the numerica

"Lateinos':
b.And Lateinos is:
1)The Roman emperor.
2)The Pope.
2.0ur explanation:

a.6 symbolizes the mere earthy in its h
ment in time, the week without the sa

b.10 denotes completeness.

c.600, 60, 6 denotes the repeated effor

— establish his kingdom of glory.
not reach the 7, the "rest".
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I.Meaning:

-1.Mt.

a.Must remeber that we deal with anoth
1)Cannot be interpreted literally, 4

2)Must explain the symbolism.
b.Meaning of Mt. Sion:
1)Does not represent the glorified (¢

2)Vor the invisible church on earth
3)But:

Lesson 33
Revelation 14:
The Lamb On Mt.

Sion:

time of Antichrist) shall the Lamb

the song which only the 144,000 ca

a)In the literal sense Mt, Sion in

mount in Jerusalem where stood the
anointed in the kingdom of God, th
b)Hence, symbol of the royal power

2,The Lamb:
a.Is Christ:
1)As He performed the will of the Fa
2)And redeemed His own by His precio
b.His standing on mount Sion signifies
1)The He occupies the royal position
Father as King over all.
2)That He maintains and exercises Hi

3.The 144,000:

a.They are the same as in ch. 7
1)The complete number of God’s elect
2)As they are on earth at any period
b.They are presented here as safe and

world:

1-5
Sion

er vision in this passage.
s if we read: "Then (in the
appear on Mt. Sion".

hurch in heaven (the voice and
n learn sound from heaven),
(144,000 represent the church).

the old dispensation was the
throne of David, God‘s

e theocratic king.

of God’s Christ.

ther even unto death.
us blood.

-

to which He is anointed by the

s royal power. Ps. 2:6.

of the new dispensation.
preserved in the midst of the

1)They are not defiled with women; they are virgins:
a)Not an argument in faver of celibacy.

b)But referring to spiritual forni
2)They follow the Lamb whithersocever

ration. They are faithful.
He goeth: even through the

tribulation of the suffering of this present time.

3)They are without guile and without

fault before the throne of God:

a)They confess His Name and the truth.
b)And they do the will of God in Christ.

c.How they are preserved:

1)They are with the Lamb on mount Sion. No one can pluck them out of

His hand.

2)They have the name of the Father om their foreheads.
a)Not the sign of the beast, but the name of the Father.

b)Expressing that they belong to Him.

of the Father’s hand.

No one can pluck them out

3)And they are redeemed, purchased by the blood of the lLamb, as a

firstfruits (of the final harvest,

Jas. 1:18.,
d.They are victorious:

the new creation) unto God.

1)A mighty song of victory is heard firom heaven.
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2)And only the 144,000 could learn that song. Even on earth they
are able to sing of victory.

II.The place of this vision:
1.Must be connected with the vision of c¢h. 13:
a.There we had the vision of the Antighristian power, that seemed to
be victorious, and that persecuted the saints.
b.Here the vision of the Lamb and His|Church on mount Sion.
c.The question is: why does this vision occur here?
2.To show that in spite of the raging of Antichrist the Lamb has the
victory:
a.Even as in Ps. 2:
1)The nations rage, vss. 1-3,
2)God laughs at them and vexes them |in His Wrath, vss. 4-6,
3)For He has anointed Christ, Who sHall inherit the earth,
according to His decree, vss. 7,8.
b.So here:
1)The antichristian power rages against Christ and His Church.
2)But still the Lamb stands on mount Sion. He rules, And His
people are perfectly safe.
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Lesson 34
Revelation 14: [6-13
The Angels And The Voice

I.Proclaiming the eternal gospel:
1.The vision:

a.It is well to remember here that chapters 13 and 14 constitute one
vision.

- b.In this vision we now seea:

1)The antichristian beasts in power on the earth, persecuting the

saints.

2)The Lamb, as the Anointed of God, |standing on mount Zion.

3)The angels flying in mid-heaven, gnd the voice sounding from
heaven.

2.The message of the first angel:
a.He proclaims not the gospel of Chridt and salvation, though what he

proclaims is good tidings to God’s Reople that are oppressed by
Antichrist.

b.But:
1)He announces the hour of Jjudgment ||
2)Proclaims the eternal demand that en shall fear and glorify and
worship the Creator of all (not thE Beast).
c.To all nations and tongues and tribels.
3.8ignificance:
a.During the reign of Antichrist it appears as if God is dethroned and
has abdicated.
b.But another light now falls on the same scene:
1)The Lamb still reigns.
2)And God still maintains His sole s¢vereignty and the demand that
He alone shall be worshipped and feared.

IT.Judgment and Vengeance:
1.The message of the second angel:
a.He proclaims the fall of Babylon:
1)Babylon:
a)Is originally the city of Nimrod

b)Is later the capital of the Babyllonian world—power, the enemy of
Jerusalem.

c)Is the center of the Antichristian world—power, and stands for

the whole Antichristian dominion.
2)Ic fall:

a)Is here announced proleptically as having taken place already.
b)Is later described in detail (ch.| 18).
b.The reason for her Jjudgment and destruction: she is the cause and

instigator of the fornication, apostaky, and idolatry, of all the
world.

2.The message of the third angel:

a.Proclaims judgment and vengeance upon| the individual worshippers of
the beast.
b.Consisting in:

1)Internal, spiritual suffering of soyl (drinking of the wine of the
wrath of God).

2)External, bodily suffering (tormented in the presence of the
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angels and of the Lamb, i.e. they
their punishment).
3)Eternal suffering (their smoke goef]

c.The saints may, therdfore, be patient:

1)Now they must suffer for the cause

ghall have the knowledge of

h up forever and ever.

of Christ in the world.

2)But the righteous judgment of God shall soon destroy all their

enemies and give the victory to Chy

III.Blessedness and rest:
l1.A voice:
a.The text does not inform us whose voi
b.But:
1)It sounds from heaven.
2)And commands John to write,
3)Later: '"saith the Spirit".
e¢.Perhaps Christ Himself.
2.The message:

ist and His own.

ce this is.

a.Proclaims the blessedness of those that die in Christ‘

1)Not a special group of saints,
2)But all the people of God.
b.Henceforth:

1)Does not refer to the moment of thefir death.
2)But, from the standpoint of the chapter, to the time of final

judgment. Eternal glory.
c.Their works following:

1)They have been faithful through grake.
2)The reward of grace they receive acpording to their works.

3)Different degrees of glory.
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Lesson 35
Review

I.Reviewed in lesson 15:
1.The superscription of the book of Revelation, ch. 1:1-3.
2.John’s introduction to the book, 1:4—8.
3.The vision of Christ in the midst of the golden candlesticks, 1:9-20.
4,The letters to the seven churches of Asia Minor, 2,3.
5.The vision of God’s throne and the new order that is to come, 4.
6.The vision of the Lamb that is found worthy to open the sealed book, 5.
7.The opening of the first four seals: | the four horsemen, 6:1-8.
8.The fifth seal: the souls under the altar, 6:9-11.

II.Review of last year’s lessons:
1.The opening of the sixth seal: the shakeup of the physical universe,
6:12-17.
2.The sealing of the 144,000, safeguarding them against impending judg-
ments. They are the elect from Jews|and Gentiles, 7:1-8.
3.The numberless throng. The same 144,000 but now pictured in glory and
victory, 8:9-17.
4.The presentation of the prayers of the saints; a prelude to the
blowing of the seven trumpets, 8:1-6.
5.The blowing of the first four trumpets, causing destruction:
a.In the world of vegetation.
b.In the sea.
c.In the waters.
d.Upon the heavenly luminaries, 8:7-12.
6.The blowing of the fifth trumpet. The locusts out of the abyss,
9:1-12., (8:13 is an interlude),
7.The blowing of the sixth trumpet: the plague of the triple monsters,
horse-lion-serpent, 9:13-21.
8.The vision of the mighty king-judge in troublous times, 10:1-7.
9.The vision of the little book that is|swallowed by John as prophet,
10:8-11.
10.The measuring of the temple and the two witnesses. Distinction is
made between the sanctuary, the court|and the holy city. Trodden
under foot 42 months, ll:1-4.
11.The two witnesses (continued), thelr ¢alling, power, defeat, and final
glorification, 11:5-13.
12.The blowing of the seventh trumpet. A general, proleptic view of its
effect; details to be given in the seven vials, 11:14-19.
13.The two signs in heaven: that of the |[woman (the church of the old
dispensation); and of the dragon (Satan), 12:1-6.
14.War in heaven: between Michael and his angels and the dragon and his
angels. This war tock place in the olld dispensation, and was waged
about the saints that had entered intq glory before Christ had come
and atoned, 12:7-12.
15.Conflict between the woman (the church of the new dispensation) and
the dragon, 12:13-17.
16.The vision of the beast out of the segq: the Antichrist from the
aspect of his universal political power, 13:1-10.
17.The beast out of the earth: the Antighrist from the aspect of his
spiritual influence, 13:11-18.
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18.The Lamb on mount Sion, l4:1-4.
19.The angel and the voice, 14:6-13.
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Lesson 36
Revelation 14:14-20
The Harwvest

1.Again the end of the world:
a.We may consider this vision to be the close of the series that began
in ch. 13:
1)The Antichrist:
a)From the viewpoint of his poligical power.
b)And from the aspect of his spizitual character and influence.
c)Persecuting the saints.
2)The Lamb and His elect church om Mt. Sien, victoricus and spelling
defeat to the power of antichrisy, l4:1-5.
3)The three angels and the voice:
a)Announcing the imminent destruction of Babylon.
b)And promising rest to them that| die in the Lord.
4)Here the close of this series: the end of the world.
b.Like the end of ch. 63
1)There from the viewpoint of the physical universe.
2)Here from the aspect of the end gf history: the harvest.
2.The harvest as such:
a.The idea:
1)An harvest is the ingathering of |the ripe fruit or crop.
2)Hence, the vision presents the end of the world:
a)Not as taking place at any arbitrary moment.
b)But as waiting until all that concerns the human race and its
development has been fulfilled., God’s purpose must be attained.
The church is complete. The measure of iniquity is full. The
race has reached the end of itg possible development.
3)This is emphasized by the call off the angel out of the temple,
announcing the exact time as determined by God.
b.Of what it is the harvest:
1)0f the wheat. According to Scrigture this represents the church;
the ingathering of the elect, Matit. 3:12; 13:20.
2)And of the grapes, the vintage; ghe gathering and cutting off of
the wicked, Isa. 63:1-4; Joel 3:13.
c.Its order:
1)It is difficult to visualize the exact order of events at the end
of the world.
2)Yet, it seems that the fact that|the wheat harvest is mentioned
first would indicate that the elect will be gathered out of the
world before the final day of wrath over the ungodly.
d.Consisting in what:
1)In the gathering of the elect fr¢m the four winds of heaven.
2)In the gathering of the ungodly antichristian nations for the
final battle and destruction. Ngtiece that the vision finally
takes on the aspect of a battle.| The stream of blood is 1600
furlongs (1600 is 40 times 40, or the square of 40. 40 is 10
times 4. And 4 is the number of [the world. The fulness of the
1ifeblood of the world). Hence,|as all Scripture teaches us, the
final scene of the world’s history will be a scene of battle, in
which all nations are involved. |"Outside of the city” is outside
of Jerusalem, 1.e. wicked, antichristian Jerusalem, against which
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) the other nations will march to d
3.By whom:
a.The chief figure here 1s Christ. 3§
angel is meant. But that the one m
evident from: ’
1)The, expression "one like unto the

estroy it, Isa. 34; Joel 3:9-17.

ome think that also in vs. 14 an
entioned there is Christ is

Son of man".

2)The fact that he is sitting on a white cloud.

3)That he 1s crowned with a golden
b.He appears here as the King (the cr
is ready to act in judgment (the sh
¢+.Through the instrumentality of ange
1)The first angel serves to bring w
is time for judgment.
d.Another angel:
1)Appears from the altar (the praye
2)Has power over fire (judgment).
3)A third angel cuts and gathers th
13:41-43;49,
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Lesson 37

Revelation 15: (1-8
The Song Of Moses And Qf The Lamb

I.0ccasion of the song: the eve of the pouring out of the seven vials:
1l.We recall here the general plan of the book of Revelation:
a.The seven seals.
+ b.The gseventh seal changed intec seven |[trumpets.
c.The seventh trumpet becomes seven vijals (one fourth, one third, the
whole is destroyed). ]
d.In ch. 15 it is the eve of the vial
2.A great and marvellous sign in heaven: )
a.Vs. 1 is a general statement of what| is pictured in this chapter.
b.Great and marvellous especially because of its import and
significance: the end of the wrath pf God upon the world.
c.Refers to all that follows:
1)The angels with their seven vials.
2)The singers at tle sea of glass.
d.Heaven is here the heaven of glory.
3.The angels:
a.Seven in number: the fulness of God's kingdom and covenant is to be
revealed.
b.Came out of the temple:
1)Described as ''the temple of the tapernacle of the testimony:"
a)Temple is the heavenly dwelling place of God in general;
b)Tabernacle of the testimony is the heart of it, the holy of
holies, where was the ark dnd the law. _
2)Thence issued the angels: from the presence of God as the God of
the covenant.
c.Description:
1)Clothed in white and pure linen: holiness, glory.
2)Girded with a golden girdle: ready for service.
4.Vials of wrath and plagues:
a.The vials represent the wrath of God|about to be poured forth. This
evident from: . '
1)The fact that they are thus described, vss. 1,7.
2)The temple being filled with the smoke of God’s glory and power so
that no one could enter, vs. 8.
b.They contain the full wrath of God:
1)In distinction from the seals and fthe trumpets.
2)In the sense that by these complete destruction will come.
c.Hence, the angels have the seven plagues, vss. 1,6, which are the
result of the vials being poured out
d.Receive their vials from one of the four beasts:
1)Representing animate creation.
2)Which is directly concerned in the |pouring out of the vials. See
ch. 6:1-8,

being poured out.

II.The Singers:
l.Standing at the sea of glass:
a.Meaning:
1)Symbolic part of the new kingdom; veflecting the glory of the
throne of God, cf. &4:6.
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2)Mingled with fire, because God’s |holy wrath is reflected in it.

b.Recalling the children of Israel af the Red Sea. They sing the song
of Moses.

2.Who they are:
a.In the narrow sense they that lived at the time of Antichrist.

b.But representing the whole Church, [redeemed and victorious.
1)Antichrist always in the world.
2)They sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb. One people, there-
fore.

III.Their Song:
l.Song of Moses and of the Lamb:
a.One song: the one is type of the dther.
b.Song of Moses composed at the Red Sea (Ex. 15). Hence, a song of
victory, redemption, destruction off the enemy.
2.Contents:
a.Harps of God to accompany their song: their music is of divine
origin. Grace,
b.And they sing:
1)Proleptically: the judgments of [God are already manifest,
2)To the glory of God, Whose works |are great and marvellous, whose
ways are true and just, who is hqly.
3)And all nations shall fear and warship Him.
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Lesson 38
Revelation 16:

1-8

The First Four NVials

I.Their General Significance:
1.The Great voice:

2,Not to be interpreted allegorically:

3.411 have reference to judgments and pl

a.Heard out of the temple, where God dwells.

b.Commanding the seven angels to pour

out their vials,

c.Indicating that God alone determines the exact time.

a.There are many allegorical explanations of these vials, such as:
1)The sore on men is the dissatisfa¢tion following upon the service
of false gods; or the sin of infidelity, breaking out in the French
revolution; or the corruption of the church just before the

Reformation.

2)The sea turned to blood signifies
disintegration of the papal power|

3)The rivers changed to blood means
of thought and 1ife; or Napoleon’s

4)The sun is Napoleon as the scourge
His wrath.

b.Must be rejected:

1)Because nothing in the text justif]

2)Because no one can determine which
correct.

3)Because of the similarity between
first four vials.

naval battles; or the
the corruption of the fountains

victorious battles.
of the nations, or Christ in

ies it.
of these interpretations is

the first four trumpets and the

4)Because the vials signify something final.

a.0n the whole of our world, as indica
b.Not so that all the details mentione
we must remember that we are dealing
the figure of the vials.

ggues in nature:

ted by the number four.

d here must be taken literally:
with a vision; for instance,

c.But they are to be interpreted as plagues upon our world:

1)The earth.

2)The sea.

3)The rivers and fountains.
4)The sun,

II.Their separate meaning:
l.The first vial:
a.Is poured out upon the earth:

1)The dry land and all its produces.
2)Bringing the curse of God upon it,
b.The result of which is, evidently, th

mark of the beast.

End poisoning its fruits.
sore on the men that have the

1)Note that only they and not the saipts are mentioned. Why not?

2)Compare with the plagues in Egypt.

2.The second vial:

a.Poured out upon the sea, changing the|sea into a pool of rottenness

(blood as of a dead man),
b.Result:

1)All the creatures of the sea died.
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2)And we may imagine that there is mo more navigation.
3.The third vial:
a.Poured out on inland waters, changed to blood.
b.The result of which will be all kinds of disease. No water to drink.
c.Here:
1)The voice of the angel, speaking of recompence. )
2)And the response by the voice from the altar, vss. 5-7,
4.The fourth vial:
a.Poured out on the sun,
b.Great heat. Men are scorched with flire.

I11.Their combined effect:
1.Notice their completeness:
a.In the seals and trumpets the destruction was indicated by a faction.

b.Here it is full.
2.Result for power of Antichrist:
a.lts prosperity taken away. Now the wicked cannot buy or sell.
b.The result must be the disintegration of the power of the Beast.
Preparation for the final battle of |Armageddon.
3.Men hardened their hearts:
a.They repented not.
b.They blasphemed God:
1)They recognized His hand.
2)And hated Him all the more on account of these plagues, vs. 9.
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Lesson 39
Revelation 16:10-21
The Battle of Harmageddon
(The Last Three Vials)

I.What leads to this battle:
1.In general all the first four wvials:
a.Must be careful not to interpret the vials as referring to seven
successive periods in history:
1)They are rather simultaneous.
2)And gradually (though swiftly) indreasing in force and effect.
3)And they are related to one anothgr: some prepare the way for
others. :
b.Thus the first four vials:
1)Destroy the very basis of prosperity in the kingdom of Antichrist.
2)Become the occasion for the second or last three vials, especially
for the battle of Harmageddon.
2.Particularly the fifth vial:
a.Is poured out upon the throne of thed beast:
1)Throne is symbol of his power to nule.
2)By the fifth vial this power is destroyed. The beast loses his
dominion over his subjects.
b.Result:
1)Darkness:
a)Not in nature (think of the scorching heat of the sun caused by
the fourth vial).
b)But figuratively: the glory of |the antichristian kingdom wanes,
prosperity is replaced by depression, want, misery; revolution
follows.
2)And utter despair: men gnaw their| tongues for pain. Remember
that this is caused by the combined effect of all the vials,
c.And thus the way is prepared for the| cutpouring of the sixth vial.

II.The Gathering of the Nations (the sixth pial):
l.Euphrates dried up:
a.Compare the sixth trumpet, ch. 9:13ff.
b.Euphrates:
1)Ideal boundary between Israel and the heathen nations.
2)Symbol here of the line of separation between the Christian
(antichristian) nations and the "kings of the east, Gog and Magog."
c.Is dried up:
1)Not literally.
2)But meaning that every obstacle is|removed for the gathering of
the nations: "the way for the kings of the east is prepared".
2.The unclean spirits:
a.How described:
1)They are "spirits of devils", like|frogs, unclean.
2)They proceed out of the mouth of the beast-false prophet-dragon
(the word).
b.Meaning:
1)A11 antichristian "missionary efforc'™.
2)Bringing a Christless Western culture to the heathen world.
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c.Effect:

1)The purpose of these efforts was
around the antichristian banner.
2)Shall succeed for a time.

bf course, to rally these natioms

3)But God uses these efforts to gather these natioms for battle.

3.Gathered in Harmageddon:
a.Literal meaning: Mount Megiddo.
1)Situated in Issachar, the plain o
Jezreel. :
2)Reference is perhaps to the victo
Canaanites (see Judg, 5:19ff,),
b.Meaning:

[ Esdraelon, near the valley of

ry of Deborah and Barak over the

1)Not impossible that this valley shall literally be the scene of

the last battle.

2)But the meaning is: the valley where all the enemies of the Lord

shall suffer final defeat.

that battle; in the air, the atmosphere
1.A great volce:
a.Is heard
1)0ut of the temple.
2)From the throne. Perhaps from Ch

II.The Scene of the Battle (the last vial is poured out on the scene of

. Result:

rist.

b.Saying: it is finished: everything, the seals-trumpets-vials: the

wrath of God. It is the end.
2,Great destruction:
a.The universe 1s shaken:
1)Voices and thunders and lightning
2)And an earthquake as never before
b.Islands and mountains removed.

3

c.Babylon remembered and destroyed: split completely by the

earthquake.
d.Hail on the battling nations:
1)Every stone a talent: 100 pounds
2)And men blaspheme in their misery
Ez, 38:1-6; 10-12; 18-22.
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Lesson 40
Revelation 17:| 1-6
Babylon, The Harlot

I.Description:
1.This vision must not be understood as| representing something that
follows in time that which was revealpd in ch. 16:
a.In chapter 16 the end of things was| shown.
b.Here and in the following chapters we have several individual
visions explaining more in detail spme of the elements of preceding
visions., In this chapter and the fpllowing one: the judgment upon

Babylon.
2.The following elements in the description of the woman here should be
noted:
a.The woman is a harlot, "the great whore, the mother of harlots",
vss.l,5.

b.She has in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and filthiness
of her fornication, vs. 4. :
c.The kings of the earth committed fornication with her, the inhabi-
tants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornica-
tion, vs. 2.
d.She is gorgeously attired: in purple, scarlet, gold, precious
stones, pearls.
e.0On her forehead is a name written: |Mystery, Babylon the Great, the
Mother of Harlots, and Abominations |of the Earth.
f.She is drunk with the blood of the gaints and of the witnesses of
Jesus.
g.She sits on:
1YMany waters, vss. 1,15. And these waters are peoples and
multitudes, and nations and tongues. )
2)0n the beast, scarlet coloured and full of names of blasphemy,
with seven heads and ten horns, vg. 3.
3)More particularly on the seven hegds, which are seven mountains,
seven kings, vss. 9,10,
h.And she 1s in the desert, vs. 3.

IT.Identity:
l.Several interpretations;
a.According to some this whore is the |ancient city of Rome; for this
city was built on seven hills. Yet:
1)They were hardly seven mountains.
2)They are the same as the heads on [the beast, i.e. kings.
b.According to others this woman is the power of papacy in Rome, or
the Romish Church, or the false church in general, or the great
cities of the world, London, Paris, letc. or even the old Babylon
rebuilt.
c.The difficulty seems to be that this| woman is also a city.
2.Explanation of elements in her description:
a.0ne of the main elements in the description is that of the woman as
harlot, adulteress: ’
1)Covenant-breaking.
2)As the principle of all sin, idolagry, lust, iniquity.
3)The cup in this woman‘s hand reprepents the measure of iniquity

-82-




she committed.

4)Notice, too, that she is the cause
spiritual fornication (kings and i
the Mother of harlots).
b.Another main element is that she is
1)Antithesis of Jersalem in the old
2)Mentioned in ch. 14:8; 16:10: the
great city.
3)Hence, the great political and spi
christian empire.
c.A third element is that she sits up(
1)The beast is the same as the beast
is the antichristian empire from i
2)That the woman sits on the beast
peoples, etc.) Indicates power, cg
3.Ceoneclusfon:
a.The woman is spiritual Babylon, the
the antichristian kingdom.
b.Pictured as a center of wickedness:
1)In spreading universal corruption,
2)In persecuting the church: the sa
Jesus.
c.And pictured as the center of richeg
Babylon as a woman see Isaiah 47.

of a worldwide corruption,

inhabitants of the world. She is
Babylon:

dispensation.

seat of the beast, vs. 19: the
ritual center of the anti-

n the beast:

out of the sea in ch, 13. It

ts political aspect,
waters, mountains, kingdoms,
ntrol, dominion.

heart and center and captial of
wordlimindedness, ungodliness,
ints and them that witness for

and glory. For the picture of
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Lesson 41
Revelation 17: 7-14
The Mystery Of The Beast

T,His Identity: ’
_ 1.The beast here is the same as the one|pictured in ch. 13 (the beast
out of the sea) and mentioned in ch. [1:7. Hence it is the anmti-
christian world-power from its political aspect. This is evident
from:

a.His description: seven heads and ten horns, vss. 3:9-13.

b.The admiration (wonder) those that dwell on the earth reveal for the
beast. Except those whose names are written in the book of life,
vs. 8. cf. 13:3,8.
His war against the Lamb, i.e. agaimst all that is of the Lamb on
the earth: His Word, His Name, His|covenant and people.

2.Difference. There are a few points of differenct:

a.In ch. 13 he is pictured as coming ¢ut of the sea; here (and in
11:7) he ascends out of the abyss. |This refers to his spiritual
origin and character. 1In harmony with this is his color: scarlet,
vs. 3. :

b.In ch. 13 it is especlally his greal power and persecution of the
saints that is emphasized. Here hig historical development (in the
seven heads and ten horns) is explained, vss. 9-12.

II.Historical Development:
l1.He is called the beast that was and ig not and shall be (shall ascend
out of the bottomless pit, vs.8) and yet is, vss.8,11:
a.This refers to the beast as a whole
1)He was: probably at the time of the building of the tower of
Babel, when all were of one language and of one purpose. Cf. Gen.
11:1-6.
2)Since that time he never was able |to realize himself again.
3)Yet he always is: that is in an individual form of a mighty
world-power (the heads).
4)He shall be: in the ultimate uniyersal kingdom.
b.He shall be the eighth, yet of the seven:
I1)There shall be a seventh mighty world-power.
2)And it shall develop into the final antichristian power, the
eighth. wvs.ll,
2.The various historical manifestations
a.The seven heads are seven mountains
1)}Not the seven hills on which Rome |was built, for
2)They are seven kings, vs.l0.
3)And the mountain in Scripture is gymbol of royal power, empire.
See Ps. 30:7; Jer. 51:25; Dan. 2:35; Zech. 4:7.
b.Hence, they are seven great world-pgwers:
1)One is: Rome.
2)Five have been: The Greek, Persian, Babylonian, and Assyrian
empires and that of Nimrod.

(the seven heads):

3)And one is yet to come and must cg
We must expect, therefore, one mor
ultimately develop into the antich
festation.

-84

ntinue for a short time, vs.10.
re mighty world-power, that will
iristian empire in its final mani-




IX1TI.His end:

3.Final form:
a,The tem horns:
1)They are ten kings, ten separate
time of the seventh world-power.
2)Ten is a symbolic number, denotin
rest of the world‘s kingdoms.
b.They shall give their power to the
seventh beast:
1)A confederation, therefore.
2)For "one hour", a short time, one

l.Makes war with the Lamb:
a.Not with the Lamb in person, of cou
b.But with His people: their cause i
2.But is overcome:
a.He is Lord of lords, and King of ki
is hopeless.
b.And so it is to war against His peo
1)Called and chosen.
2)And therefore, faithful.
3.ind goes to perdition:
a.The defeat is final.
b.The antichrist shall be cast into h
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kingdoms that shall exist at the
g completeness; hence: all the

beast, evidently meaning: to the

period, vs.12,13.

rse.
s His cause.
ngs. Hence, to war against Him

Ple. For they are:

£ll; eternal desolation.




Lesson 42
Revelation 17: 15
The Destruction Of The

I.General setting:

-18
Harlot

l.Necessary to keep the whole plcture clearly before our minds: distinc—

tion is made in this chapter between:

a.The Beast: the antichristian empire
the nominally Christian world.

b.The ten kings, the rest of the domini
voluntarily confederate themselves wi
to him.

c.The Harlot-City, Babylon: the mighty
christ, center of commerce and indusy
spiritual corruption, idolatry, and i

2.In the present passage:
a.The destruction of the harlot is expl

pictured in detail in’ the next chapte
b.And with the destruction of this Harl
empire is destroyed.

II.The Harlot—-City that is destroyed:

1.The Great City:
a.The woman is definitely identified as

b.And she is pictured as having supreme
“reigneth over the kings of the eart}

2.The waters:

as it develops in history in

ons of the world, that
th the Beast, give their power

world-city, seat of the anti-
ry; from which also spreads the
niquity into all the world.

ained by the angel (It is
).

ot—City the antichristian

"the great city”, vs. 18.

world-dominion and influence:
1

a.These, too, are here mentioned once more and explained as "'peoples,

multitudes, nations and tongues", vsj{
b.They are described from every aspect
1)As peoples: emphasizing that they
2)As multitudes: great numbers, croy
3)As nations: emphasizing their raci
tribes.
4)And as tongues: with their differg
c.Hence, although the woman reigns over
mixed multitude. At any time these v

III.Her Destruction:
1.By whom:
a.By the ten horns 'that are upon the 1
the beast™. The last reading is prol
b.The meaning:
1)The disruption of the antichristiar
the kings that gave their power to
2)If the last reading is correct, ev¢
will be alienated from Babylon.
2.How they come to hate her:
a.God hath given in their mind:
1)To agree and to give their kingdom

15.

are the common people.
rds, restless, dangerous.
al distinctions; organized

nce in language and habits.
them all, they are still a
raters may become turbulent.

veast™, or "the ten horns and
pably correct.

1 world—-dominion will start with

the beast.
in a part of the original empire

to the beast.

2)To fulfill His (God‘s) will, i.e. mind, purpose, decree.

3)And that until God’s words shall bg
a)With respect to all things.
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b)And especially with respect to
b.Meaning:
1)They shall give their power to th
2)In that confederacy learn to hate
3)And then destroy her.
3.How they destroy her:
a.They deprive her of all her power,
naked).
b.And utterly consume her:
1)Eat her flesh (the harlot).
2)Burn her with fire (the city).
4,Compare with fifth and sixth vials:

the destruction of Babylon.

e beast.
the dominion of Babylon.

Influence (make her desolate and

a.There the throne of the beast was darkened, his dominion was taken
away. Here we see how this is accomplished.
b.And this was immediately followed by the coming of the kings from

the east: the ten hornms.
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Lesson 43

Revelation 18

Babylon‘s Judgment

I.Har Fall:
_l.Comparison with ch, 17:16,17:

a,There, too, the destruction of Babylon is mentioned.

b.But there is a difference:

1)There only her destruction is despribed, here also her utter

desolaticn.

2)In ch. 17 her destruction by humap hands is pictured; here God’s

judgment over her.
3)There: no mention of the effeect;
2.Her fall as such:
a,First announced by a mighty angel:
1)Announced as already accomplished

here: universal despair.

[+

2)And describing her complete desolation:

a)Changed into a place of horror.

b)Typified in the destruction of P.T. Babylen: Isa. 13:20-22; ch.

34:11-15.

c)Here: eternal and final desolation and horror, vss. 1,2.

b.Then pictured by a symbolical act:

1)Another angel casts a great millstone into the depth of the sea:
a)Thus Babylon shall be thrown doyn.

b)By God into hell.
2)And once more her desolation is p
3.Her plagues:

a,Death (second death, eternal), mour

and famine (picture of utter want).
b.And is burned with fire:

1)Utter destruction.

2)But also severe suffering, vs.8.

I1.Her Utter Despair:
1.Xings bewail her:
a.These kings are the mighty rulers o
1)They belonged to her.
2)Committed fornication with her, u
b.They lament over her: :
1)Are presented as standing afar of
2)In reality this is their wailing
glory. vss.9,10.
2.The merchants also bewail her:
a.Babylon was the center of a rich co
1)In articles of merchandise from e

fictured, vss. 22,23.

ning (i.e. wailing and despair),

f the earth.
sed their power in her service.
F, on the earth, in utter dismay.

in hell, in memory of Babylon’s

hmerce :
very part of the globe.

2)In beasts and men and "souls" of fpen.

3)And in all kinds of delicacies to
vss.ll-14.
b.And these merchants represent all ti
delicacies, sought the things of the
c.They also are pictured as standing :
bewailing Babylon’s desolation, vss

—~88—

satisfy the lust of the flesh,

he wicked that feasted om her
> earth.
i1far off, in utter despair,

15-19.




ITI.Her Desolation a Just Judgment:
l.Her sins:
a.She corrupted:
1)All the nations by her iniquity.
2)The kings and mighty men, so that
3)And the merchants: the men of th
their god, vss. 3,23,
b.And she killed all the prophets and
2.Hence, righteous judgment:
a.The executors of this judgment are a
1)They are not God’s people.
2)Hardly possible that they are the
a)Here another phase of the Jjudgme|
b)And the kings are represented as
Babylon.
3)Perhaps the angels.
b.Double is rendered her of what she r

unjust; must remember that her sin w
God.

IV.Message to God’s People:
l.Separate from Babylona.
a.Not in the local, but in the spiritug
b.This urged by:
1)The warning not to have anything tq
2)That we may not share her plagues,
3)For God remembered her iniquities,
2.Rejoice:
a2.Heaven (angels) and holy apostles and
b.For Babylon’s judgment is their Justd

they abused their power.
s world, who make of their belly

saints, vs.24,
ddressed (vss.6,7):
kings of ch. 17.

nt than in ch. 17.
bewailing the desolation of

endered to others: this not
as not against men, but against

al sense. Always.
» do with her sins.
vs8.4,5.

prophets (the church).
fication.
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Lesson 44

Revelation 19: [-10
A Song Of Praise And The [amb’s Marriage

I.The Song, vss.l-=5.
1.The Singers:
a.Note the sharp contrast with ch., 18

1)There despair and grief over Babylon’s desolation.

2)Here joy over the same fact.
b.In heaven:
1)John hears this song "after these

of the judgment on Babylon.

things", i.e. after the vision

2)So the song of joy over its desolation is heard in heaven,

though in reality it is a song of
c.The multitude:

the new creation.

1)Does not consist of a certain gropp, saints that lived during the

reign of antichrist.

2)But of the entire glorified church:

a)Babylon is always in the world;
joy to all.
b)Besides:

its destruction is a cause of

1)The twenty-four elders take part in this song (representing

the whole church).

2)So do the four beasts, representing creation.

3)And the voice from the throne
the servants of God.
2.The Song:
a.Alleluia:
1)Notice that the main theme of thi
2)The word "Alleluia":
a)Occurs nowhere else in the N.T.
b)A Hebrew words means "praise Je
c)Solemnly confirmed by "Amen™:
b.Reason for the praise:
1)salvation, glory, and power belon

a)Salvation:
1)Here to be understood in its

2)Is the work of God alone. Mus
b)Glory: the radiation of God’'s |
c)Power: - ability to accomplish t}
God’s.
2)A11 this became manifest in his fin
a)His judgments are true and righte
b)This became manifest in the desol
1)Who corrupted the earth.
2YAnd killed the saints.

II.The Marriage of the Lamb:
1.Introduced by a song of praise:
a.By a mighty multitude:
1)Voice of many waters.
2)Mighty thunderings.
3)A1l the heavenly inhabitants.
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(Christ?) is addressed to all

s song is the glory of God.

though often in the O.T.
hovah".
it is established, firm, true.

g to God:

all-comprehensive sense.

st be ascribed to Him.
perfection. All glory is His.
he divine purpose. All power is

2] judgment on Babylon:
DUS .«
ation of the great whore:




b.Song of praise:

1)Alleluia - once more.

2)Because the Lord reigneth, His re
c.And of joy: because the marriage of

2.Meaning:

a.0f the marriage:
1)The unlon between Christ and His p
arrayed in fine linen, righteousne
2)Forever: not a temporal affair at

(even before the battle of Armaged

it.
3)But an eternal union of perfect lo
b.Of the supper:
1)John is enjoined to write: Blesse
the marriage supper of the Lamb.
2)A symbolic representation of the f

ign is now manifest.
the Lamb is come.

erfected church: the Bride

gs, without spot or blemish.

the beginning of the millennium
don!) as Premillennialism has

ve and fellowship.

i are they which are called to

estive joy of the glorious

occasion when the Bride shall foreyer be united with the Bride-—

groom! See Matt. 9:15; 22:1-12; 2
3)It is the fulfillment of the promi
of God".

3.John corrected:

b:1-10; Eph. 5:22-32,
s5e: '"these are the true saylngs

a.Overwhelmed with all the glory and the joy, John would worship the

interpreting angel.
b.However, he 1s prevented. God alone
c.In having the testimony of Jesus, th
spirit and are, therefore, fellow se
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Lesson 45
Revelation 19: 11-21
The Parousia

I.The Scene of Christ’s Coming:
l.Was described before in the book of Revelation:
a.In ch, 6:12-17: The Sixth seal, the shakeup of the physical
universe.
b.In ch. 14:8-11: The second and third angels.
c.In ch, 14:14-20: The harvest and vintage.
d.In ch. 16:17-21: The seventh vial.
e.In ch, 17:14-18: the ten horns devqur the harlot.
f.In ch. 18: the the complete and eternal descolation of Babylon.
g.Hence, this vision is not to be explained as referring to something
that follows in time upon what immediately precedes: the marriage
of the Lamb.
2.But the viewpoint is different:
a.Here for the first time we have a picture of the second coming of
the Lord.
b.And He comes for final judgment upon the antichristian world: the
beast and the false prophet.
c.That world is viewed from the aspect| of the real spiritual character
of all her strife. This the meaning of vs. 19:
1)To be sure, the scene upon which the Lord will appear will be a
scene of war and battle (the battle of Armageddon).
2)But they are not intentionally gathered to make war against the
Christ as He is coming in glory. .
3)However: this is the true nature pf all thefr work and strife.
Always they gathered to make war against Christ and the church.
And thus John beholds them in the wision.

*I1.The Coming Lord:
1.0n a white horse:

a.He, too, therefore, is come for war:| the horse is the battle horse
(see the first four seals).

b.And white is the color of victory and glory: He comes to have the
final and complete victory over the enemy.

2.The Lord: i

a.His names: Faithful and True: hencd, in righteousness He judges
and makes war, His cause is the cause of God.

b.His unknown name: He had a name which only He Himself knew:
referring to His unique Mediator’s glory. Christ has a glory all
His own, even though we shall share in His glory.

c.His appearance:
1)His eyes as a flame of fire: holin ss, wrath, penetrating.
2)0n His head many crowns: diadems, Ereaths of victory.
3)Clothed in a vesture dipped in blood: Judgment, Isa. 63:1 ff. He

treadeth the winepress of the wrath| of God, vs.15.
4)Sharp sword out of His mouth: He judges and rules the nations by
His mighty Word.

d.His divinity: the Word of God, vs.13|

e.His exalted place: The name on His vesture and thigh: King of
kings and Lord of lords. -
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3.The armies that follow Him: -
a.Also on white horses, sharing in His
b.His saints: '"clothed in fine linen,

victory.
white and clean. They shall

judge the world with Him, and with Him rule the nations with a rod

of iromn.

I11.The Outcome:
1.Figuratively expressed:
a.By the angel standing in the sun.

b.Inviting the vultures to eat the carpases of the enemies of God.

“The supper of the great God"!
2.Beast and false prophet:
a.See Rev. 13.

b.Are here distinguished from their folllowers: antichristian leaders.

c.Cast into hell, wvs,20,
3.The remnant:
a,All that had the mark of the beast.
b.Were killed by the Word of Christ.
c.Hence, cast intc the second death.
flesh! Desolation.

The fowls were filled with their




lesson 46
Revelation 20: 1+4!0
The End Of God And Magog

1.The Binding of Satan:
1.How described in the text:
a.In the form of a vision.
b.In the vision John sees:
1)An angel comes down from heaven.
2)The angel has:
a)The key of the bottomless pit.
b)A great chain in his hand.
3)He binds Satan for a thousand yearsg.
4)And casts him into the bottomless pit.
5)Shuts and seals the pit.
c.The purpose of this imprisonment: 'that he should deceive the
nations no more", vss.l-3.
2.General meaning:
a.We must bear in mind that we deal with a visfon, which represents a
general truth.
b.The general truth expressed is that the devil according to God’s
decree and by the power of His providence is bound and restrained so
that he cannot execute his purposes.
3.Meaning of details:
a.The thousand years:
times 10):
1)Ten is the symbol of completeness of measure according to God’'s
will and decree.
2)"Thousand " and "years" indicates that it is a long period.
b.The binding is limited: '"that he should deceive the nations no
more". This clearly denotes that the| restraint put upon Satan is
limited to this. He may be able to dpo many other things, but he
cannot deceive the natioms.
1)The nations are not all the nations|, but Gog and Magog, the

very evidently a symbolic number (10 times 10

nations that live on the four corne
pale of historic Christendom, the h
2)And to deceive them means to gather

rs of the earth, outside of the
eathen nations.
them for battle against the

Y"beloved city", vss.8,10,
c.Result: during the period of his being bound the devil cannot
persuade the heathen nations to make war with the outwardly Christ-—
ian nations (the camp of the saints).| The period refers to this
whole dispensation, almost to the end}

II.The Reign of the Saints: vss.4-6.
l.What is said of these saints:

a.That they are seen as souls.
b.That they are martyred souls (souls of them that were slain).
c.That they have part in the first resurrection (as glorified souls).
d.That the second death hath no power oyver them.
e.That they reign with the Lord during the thousand years:

1)They sit on thrones.

2)Judgment is given them.

3)They live and reign with Christ,
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2.Meaning:

a.They are not resurrected saints but g
1)The word "souls” is not qualified b
2)They are "the souls of them that we

they are souls of them that were sl
christ. (Here the preview fails en
the most faithful are taken up before

b.Hence, the first resurrection meang a
a group). Compare: "the second deat

c.That they live and reign with Christ
ch, 2:26,27; 3:21.

-IIT.Satan loosed:

l.Deceives the nations:
a.A great number.
b.Their deception:
1)They purpose to fight against Chris
2)Which actually in the nominally Chr
c.Once again the battle of Armageddon.
2.The end:
a.Fire from heaven devours them.
b.The devil cast intc hell, where the b
c.In everlasting punishment,
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lorified souls in heaven:

¥ a number or pronoun.

re slain". And note, too, that
ain during the reign of anti-
tirely, for according to this
that time).

stage in the resurrection (not
h .,

ts in harmony with Scripture:

£ and His Church.
istian world is Antichristendom.
Cf. ch. 16:12ff.

past and false prophet are.




Lesson 47

Revelation 20: 11r15
The Final Judgment

I.The Judged:
1.A12 men: righteous and wicked:

"a.Not merely the wicked as the ChiliastE have it:

" 1)According to them the righteous wer
before this.
2)Hence, here the resurrection of the
b.But this contrary to the text:
1)The dead (without limitation) stand
2)The sea, death, and Hades give up t
vs.13. Hence, all the dead are rai
5:28,29).
c.True, in this chapter the reward of t
But this follows in the next chapter.
2.Resurrected men:
a.John sees the dead before the throme:
1)Not as dead, of course.
2)But as those that died the "first d
b.They are ‘raised:
1)Not all into the resurrection of gl
2)But so that the "first death" now y
are in the sea, in some other form
buried) or in Hades, here: the gra
¢.They shall all be raised and come for
3.A11 classes of men:
a.Small and great may refer to:
1)01d and young, the physically small
2)0r to their difference in social po
weak.
b.Here, of course, the distinction exis
sense or in the other:
1)The viewpoint is entirely that of t]
2)Before the great white throne there
the resurrection babes shall be babs

II.The Judge:
l.John beheld a great white throme:
a.The throne is symbol of royal power ax

raised a thousand years
wicked only.
before the throne, vs.1l2.
heir dead (again no limitatiom)
sed and judged (cf. John

he righteous is not mentioned.

eath”.

ory.
ields them up: whether they
pof death (some are never

ve.
th in one hour, John 5:28,29.

and great.

sition: the mighty and the

ts no more, whether in the one
heir former earthly state.

are no distinctions. After
BS NO more.

rd judgment.

b.The throne i1s great because of the greatness of the judgment:

1)Great in scope: universal.

2)Great in significance: it will determine the eternal state of men.

c.The throne is white, because:

1)It will be a perfectly righteous judgment. He that sits on the

throne is righteous and holy.

2)And because in this judgment God will be victorious.

2.He that sat on the throne:
a.Is not mentioned or directly describeg

b.But His terrible majesty is known from the effect of His appearance:

1)Earth and heaven flee away from his

face.

2)The reference is to the passing away of this present world to make

e




room for the new creation.
c.He is God:
1)Same as in ch.4:3; 21:5,
2)This not in conflict with the trutl

throne of judgment (II Cor. 5:103,
judge the world.

ITI.The Judgment:
l.Manifestation:
a.The books are opened:
1)According to Art. 37 Neth. Conf. ti
2)The meaning is that all must be mad
b.And: the book of 1ife: election wil
fest,
2,Judgment according to works:
a.Not excluding the work of faith and i
b.Works are the criterion of our ethics
c.And the punishment (the reward in thg
desolation in the lake of fire,
d.Even "death and Hades" considered as
hell. The last enemy is overcome.

h that Christ shall sit on the
for God through Christ shall

1esé books are the consciences,
e manifest in their true worth.
1 then also be made fully mani-

ts fruit.
1 worth.
next two chapters) is eternal

powers of death are cast in
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Lesson 48
Revelation 21:|1-8
The Tabernacle Of God With Men

I.Tabernacle and New Jerusalem:
1.The New Jerusalem:
a.Is not a literal city coming from heaven: it is the Bride of the
Lamb. vss.2,9,10.
b.But the final and heavenly realization of the city of God:
1)In the old dispensation typical inm the literal city: God dwelled
there in the holy place. :
2)In the new dispensation the church, which is centrally in heaven,
in Christ, but also represented on earth. Gal. 4:26; He, 12:22,23,
3)Final realization in the New Jerugalem:
a)All the elect are gathered.
b)Perfected and glorified in body |and soul.
c)And the presence of God fills the city.
. 2.The tabernacle of God:
a.The idea of this New Jerusalem is explained by the "great voice":
"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men", etec.
b.The idea of tabernacle and temple: |God dwelling with us in per-
fected covenant communion.
c.As explained in what follows in vs.3: "and he will dwell with then"
etc., and in vs.7: '"and I will be His God, and he shall be my son."
This is the heart of the glory and blessedness of the New Jerusalem.

II.In the New Creation:
i.The first creation passed away, vs.l:
a.The present creation will not be annihilated, so that God will
ereate an entirely other world.
b.But will be thoroughly destroyed as to its form. By fire. The very
elements shall melt. II Peter 3:7,10,11.
2.John sees the new creation:
a.Both heaven and earth: this includes the entire "kosmos', the angel
world included,
b.It is new:
1)Because it is formed out of the fire that destroyed the old world.
2)Because the whole creation will be|united in Christ as its Head,
Eph. 1:10.
3)Because it is subject to sin and death no more.
4)Because it will be glorious, heavenly.
c.No more sea
1)This is not to be understood as the sea of nations.
2)But of the sea as being an element |of destruction and a barrier
between the nations. All things will be made new, vs.5.
3.New Jerusalem on earth:
a.The glorified church comes out of hedven to the earth.
b.Its eternal dwelling place will be tHe new earth. But remember that
earth and heaven are no longer separdted. By being on the new earth
it will be in heavenly glory.

I1I.Blessed Condition:
l.Negatively: no more sorrow:

-98-




a.God will perfectly comfort His peoplle:
1)Shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
2)This implies that they shall recefve the perfect recompense of the
reward, so that they shall consider all their suffering as not
worthy to be compared with their pternal glory.
b.And there will be no more suffering:
1)Death, sorrow, crying, pain,
2)These belonged to the "former thipgs" and they have now passed
avay.
2.Positively: perfect satisfaction:
a.Freely one shall drink there from the fountain of life:
1)Eternal life.
2)0ut of God, through the Llord Jesus Christ.
b.So that one shall thirst and drink gnd constantly be satisfied with
life.

IV.The Citizens:
l.Not the wicked:
a.The fearful and unbelievers: they that were unfaithful.
b.Who loved iniquity: the abominable|, etc.
¢.They are in hell.
2,But the victors, vs.7:
a.They that fought the battle of faith and persevered unto the end.
b.Shall inherit all things!
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Lesson 49
Revelation 21: 9-22
The Holy City

I.Its Description:
1.How showm to Johm:
a.One of the seven angels that had the seven vials serves as agent.
b.Carried him away in the Spirit to a |great and high mountain. A
vision, therefore, seen only in the |Spirit.
2.Shape and size:
a.John beholds a great city, descending from heaven: "the holy city
Jerusalem".
b.Its shape: a perfect cube.
c.Its size: 12,000 furlongs each way. A furlong was about 600 feet,
so that 1200 furlongs is approximately 1500 miles!
3.Walls and gates:
a.The wall is 144 cubits high. A cubilt was about 1 1/2 feet. The
wall therefore was about 210 feet high,
b.In the wall there were twelve gates,Lthree on each side.
c.0n the gates were the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.
4 .Foundations:
a.The wall of the city had twelve foungdations.
b.These must probably be conceived as next to one another, one under
each gate.
c.0On the foundations were the names of| the twelve apostles. Which are
they?
5.Material:
a,The whole city was of pure gold, like unto glass.
b.So were the streets.
c.The wall was of jasper, its foundatipns were adorned with all manner
of precicus stones,
d.The gates were pearls.
e.The general impression is that of a fjasper.

II.Its Meaning:
1l.Not to be conceived of as a literal city:
a.This is held by some extreme "literals". It is a city that shall
remain suspended in mid-heaven, so that other nations onm earth shall
walk in its light.
b.But against this:
1)The fact that we deal here with a wision of heavenly things.
2)The symbolic character of every detail: shape, numbers, material,
3)The explanation of the angel: it Ws the bride, the Lamb’s wife.
2.But the glorified church:
a.This is indicated by the words of the
b.It is further indicated by:
1)The names of the apostles on the foundations.
2)The names of the tribes of Israel on the gates, indicating that
the city is a symbol of the entire thurch of the old and new
dispensations, gathered by the ministry of angels.
3)The number 12 which abounds: the npmber of the election; ef.
144,000. Hence: the New Jerusalem|is the whole glorified church,
gathered in heaven, coming down to the new earth.

angel: the wife of the Lamb.
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ITI.Its Glory and Perfection:
1,It is great:
a.It 1s is called great.
b.Its tremendous size reveals its gregtness.
c.A great multitude shall be saved.
2,1t is perfect:
a.In holiness: the holy city, transparent gold.
b.In its universal completeness: the|cube, three dimensions, heaven
and earth united.
c.Its finlshed condition: the wall, the number 12, and 12 times 12,
and 12 times 10. All the saints are gathered.
3.Its beauty and glory:
a.This is indicated by the glory of the whole: the brilliancy of the
precious stones and the shining gold, reflecting the glory of God.
b.And the preciousness of all the material.
4.1ts perfected fellowship:
a.There is no temple in the city,
b.The reason is: the Lord God and thé Lamb are the temple,
c.The meaning is, evidently: where the presence of God in Christ
fills the whole city there is no need of a separate temple.
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Lesson 50
Reveltion 21: 23 -~
The Blessed Li

I.Perfect Knowledge:
~1.The light of the city: (vss.23,24,25;
a.The city has no need of the light of
1)This must not be understoecd in the

if the text positively stated that

22: 6
fe

4,5.)

the sun or moon:

physical sense of the word, as
there shall be no sun or moon

or anything like it in the new creEtion.

2)But this light shall not be necess
it is here, in the present creatio
b.The knowledge of God shall be direct
1)The glory of God through Christ is
2)And they shall see His face.
a)Here we do not see the face of G
mirror.
b)There we shall see Him face to £
c.And this light shall shine constantl
1)There shall be no night there.
2)Also this is not to be taken in th
word; but evidently, in the light
fact that the knowledge and seeing
2.Who walk in that light:
a.Not the ungodly, for they are no mor
that they shall ever enter into it ¢
blessedness, vs.27.
1)In the first paradise the devil an
2)In the New Jerusalem this is forev
b.The the elect nations, redeemed and
that are saved, vs.24.

ry for the knowledge of God, as
.

the light of the city.

od, but only a reflection in a
ace, in Christ.

vz

e literal, physical sense of the
pf the context, refers to the
of God shall be uninterrupted.

e, nor is there any possiblity
b spoil the city of her

1 sin and darkness could enter.
er impossible.
glorified: the nations of them

1)This does not mean that the divison of nations shall continue

there as here. :

2)But it does seem to imply that the
the human race is reflected there.
distinguished.

II.Perfect Blessedness:
l.Negatively expressed in:

piesent organic development of
The "nations" can probably be

a.That there shall be no night there; the gates of the city shall not

be shut by day, hence, not at all:
1)There is no fear of am invasion by

the powers of darkness.

2)Nothing that defileth, etc., vs.27, shall enter therein.

b.And there is no more curse, vs.3:

1)The curse is the effect of the wrath of God against sin.

2)No sin or possibility of sin there
suffering, death,

« Hence, no more curse,

2.Positively by the river of 1life and the tree of life:

a.Their description (vss.l,2):
1)The river of the water of life
a)Flows from the throne of God and
b)Through the midst of the street.
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2)The tree of life
a)On each side of the river.
b)Bearing fruit every month (consts
of God, vs. 12)
¢)And the leaves are for the healip
all infirmities).
b.Meaning:
1)Certainly
a)We have here the picture of the f
paradise,

b)Both river and tree-are the means

eternal life: body and spirit.
¢)The power of this means comes fr¢

aintly, sufficient for the people

g of the nations (immunity from

inal realization of the first
unto the subsistence of

m God through Christ,

Z)Probably: there actually will be some kind of river and tree

corresponding to this,

III.Perfect Service:
1.By nations and kings:

a.Not the glory of present kings and present cultures.

b.But the glory of the redeemed nationg
"culture"; and of the "kings" of the
subservient to the glorified church,
2.King-servants:
a.His servants shall serve Him:

, the eternal and perfect
new creation, shall all be
to the glory of God.

1)The throne of God and of the Lamb 1s the center of all.
2)A11 God’s people shall be willing and active servants.
b.And as servants of God they shall reign forever and ever. The

"kingdom of God" is perfected.
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Lesson 51
Revelation 22: §
The Epilogue

-21

These verses form one whole. They contdin the epilogue or close of the
entire book of Revelation. The main theme of |this passage is the quick coming
of the lord, and the significance of keeping the words of this book with a
view-to that coming.

I.The quick coming of the Lord:

1.This is expressed in many verses:
a.Vs. 6: We are reminded that the thi
b.Vs. 7: Behold, T come quickly.
c.Vs. 10: The time is at hand; hence
be sealed. The church must have the
them. Cf. Dan. 12:9.
d.vs. 12:
e.Vs. 17:
f.Vs. 20: Surely I come quickly.
2.Its certainty 1s emphasized:
a.Vs. 6:
Lord God of the holy prophets.
b.Vs. 13:
c.Vs. 16: He, the root and offspring
star, sent His angel to testify thes
3.4nd this a very fitting close:

And, .behold, I come quickly|.
The Spirit and the bride say:

These words are faithful and true.

ngs must shortly come to pass.
the words of this book must not
m now, and is able to understand

Come.

They are revealed by the

Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.

pf David, the bright and morning
e things in the churches.

a.The quick coming of the Lord is the
b.How proper that we should be reminde
can now understand much better than
1)His coming: throughout the ages; i

in theme of the whole book.
of this in the epllogue. We
efore the meaning of

the final sense.

2)The swiftness of that coming and the nearness of the end.

II.Significance:

1.Blessedness:
a.For him that keepeth the sayings of

he words of this prophecy.

b.All kinds of blessedness is promised|:

1)Preservation in righteousness and
2)The blessed reward with which Chri

oliness, vs.1l.
t will come, vs.12,

3)Right to eat of the tree of life apd to enter through the gates

into the city, vs.l7.
4)The privilege to drink of the wate
2.And curse:
a.0n whom:
whoremongers, etc.

The unjust and filthy, vs.
vs.15; they that

of life freely, vs.l6.

1; dogs and sorcerers and
corrupt the sayings of this

book, by adding thereto or taking away therefrom, vs.18,19.

b.The curse:
1)Hardening in unrighteousness and f
2)Receive the reward of the wicked a
3)They will be without the city, vs.
4)Cod shall add to him the plagues

1thiness, vs.ll.

the coming of Christ, vs.l2.
5.

itten in this book, vs.18.

5)His part shall be taken out of the| boock of life, etc. vs.l19,
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ITI.Response to the testimony:

1.By John:
a.John is overwhelmed by what he has
1)Would worship the angel.
2)But is corrected. The angel is f
prophets.
b.John himself says: Even so come, L
2.By the church:
a.Her testimony is stated as a matter

seen and heard;
pllow-servant of John and of the
prd Jesus, vs.20.

of fact:

1)The Spirit and the bride: di.e. the bride is the church, and she

testifies and prays through the Spi
2)Her prayer is always: Come, Lord
b.And the individual believers are ex
prayer on the bride, vs.l7.
3.The book closes with the apostelic bl
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horted to join in with that

essing, vs.21.




