Women’s Bible Study 

The Epistles of I, II, III John and Jude

Lesson Ten

I John 5:6-17
Study for meeting held _____________________________

Note once again, that some of the quotes by Rev. H. Hoeksema have been paraphrased. 
Day One – ________________________________

I John 5:6 - He that came by water and blood

   Last time in verse 5 we looked at the truth that he that overcomes the world is he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  Today we begin to look closely at the witness to us of how He came. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:        I John 5:1-8     water   John 1:29-33        blood      Rom. 3:25       Eph.  1:7      Heb. 9:14     

   Heb. 13:20         I John 1:7          Rev. 1:5         spirit  John 14:17           truth   John 16:13-14

     This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 
Study:   

1.  Explain first of all what it means that Jesus came.

2. What does this scripture mean that He came by water?

Matt. 3:13-16       Mark 1:9-11    John 1:29-33               

3.  What does this Word of God mean, that Jesus came by blood?

 Eph. 1:7               I John 1:7                    Rev. 1:5

4.  From what we learned in questions 2&3, why is the witness of both of these necessary for the believer?  

       Why would the truth that Jesus came either by water or by blood have no significance without the other?

5.   The last phrase in our verse speaks of ‘the Spirit that beareth witness’.


a.  What Spirit is that?


b.  What does it mean that He ‘beareth witness’?


c.  How does He do that?

d. Why is He able to do that? (What is He?)

Food for thought:   “Various interpretations have been given particularly of the first part of this verse.  The question is: what is meant by water and by blood?   One interpretation is that this expression refers to the water and blood that flowed from Jesus’ side after He died on the cross.  This interpretation is given by Augustine and several of the older commentators.  The fact that water and blood flowed from Jesus’ side is  proof that Christ actually died; and that is the meaning of verse 6a.  A second interpretation is that this expression, ‘through water and through blood,’ refers to the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  A third interpretation is that the expression that Jesus came through water and through blood refers to His baptism and His death on the cross, and therefore to His atonement.                     Food for thought continued

Day One, continued    “The text has it that Jesus came through water and through blood; and that can only refer to the beginning of His public ministry by the baptism of John and to the end of the same ministry in His death on the cross. Baptism is already a sign of the death of Christ, and therefore of the blood of Christ. Also we must understand that the baptism of Jesus in connection with His death also refers to the entrance into the new dispensation.   Jesus was both circumcised and baptized.  His circumcision denotes Jesus as the Mediator of the Old Testament.  Hence, the Lord is the Head of all His people, the Head of the old as well as of the new dispensation.  We may say that He first came through circumcision; and then He came also through baptism.  Both refer to His death.  This was realized when He finally came through blood.


Jesus did not come only through water; that would not have been sufficient.  But He also came through blood. As we have said before, His coming through water was a sign of His coming through blood, and the latter is the fulfillment of the former.  The subjective state of mind and heart of the Lord Jesus Christ was completely in harmony with the objective fact.  He was not merely baptized, but His baptism was an act of His own will and of His own mind and heart.  He was not merely killed at the cross, but He shed His own lifeblood in perfect obedience to the Father, and for the blotting out of the sins of His people.  Otherwise the baptism of Jesus, which is a sign of His death, and His death itself would have had no significance whatsoever.  Hence, in addition to saying that Jesus came by water and blood, he now adds: ‘not by water only, but by water and blood’.


The apostle adds finally:  And it is the Spirit that beareth witness because the Spirit is truth. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ who is sent out by Christ into the hearts of the believers.  In the hearts of the believers He testifies, witnesses, of the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.   This verse stands closely connected to verse 5 and also to the main thought of this particular section, namely, that they who are born of God overcome the world.  The Spirit is the witness, and we can read ‘the Spirit is He who witnesses because the Spirit is truth.’  The text says not only that He speaks the truth, or witnesses to the truth, but He is the truth, the truth.  This is the case because the Spirit is essentially the Spirit of God, proceeding through the Son from the Father and through Christ into the hearts of the believers.”  







          Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John


“Scholars generally agree that the phrase relates to the history of Jesus.  That is, the terms water and blood refer respectively to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry marked by His baptism in the Jordan River and to his death on Calvary’s cross.  John continues, ‘And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.’  The word ‘testify’ is rather significant in this paragraph.  The Spirit is testifying as a witness to the birth (Matt.1:20 and Luke 2:25-32), baptism (Matt. 3:16; Luke 3:22), teaching (John 6:63), and ministry of Jesus (Luke 4:1&18).  John affirms the words of Jesus: “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me”  (John 15:26).  The Spirit continues to testify to God’s truth with reference to the person and work of Jesus.


John states the reason for the testifying work of the Spirit.  He writes, “Because the Spirit is the truth.”   Both Jesus and the Spirit have their essence in the truth.  The Spirit testifies because of His identity with the truth in Jesus.”  
        S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:   Because the Holy Spirit is truth, His witness to us and in us gives us strength to believe and to overcome the world.  May we close our study giving thanks to our Heavenly Father for His grace to us and ask Him to work in us more and more to overcome the world.

To Thee my spirit I commend; redemption is with Thee.

O Thou Jehovah, God of truth, Who hast delivered me. 

But, Lord, in thee is all my trust, Thou art my God I cried;

                                  My life, my times are in Thy hand, I in Thy strength confide.  Psalter # 80 sts. 4&9

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Two – _____________________________________ 

I John 5:7 - Three that bear record in heaven

Today we will continue to look at the witness that enables us to overcome the world.       Day Two continued

Day Two, continued

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:     I John 5:1-8    Father   Matt. 3:16-17       Matt.  17:5      John 8:18         John 12:28 

            John 15:26                word          John 1:1               Rev. 19:13     

Holy Ghost      Matt. 3:16        Acts 2:33                   these      Deut.  6:4          Matt 28:19          

 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 
Study:    

1.  Our verse begins with ‘For’, or because.  What does the truth that there are three that bear record in heaven have to do with the truth we learned yesterday about the witness of the Spirit?

2.  Who are the three that bear record in heaven, and what does it mean that they bear record in heaven?

3.  What beautiful doctrine does our verse end with?

4.  Spend some time meditating on the following scripture passages on this truth.

a. Genesis 1:26   


b.  John 14:26 and John 15:26


c.  Galatians 4:6

Food for thought:   “This is a continuation, in a way, of the preceding verse.  In the preceding verse it was said that Jesus Christ came through water and through blood; not through water only, but in water and in blood.  And then also - and verses 7 and 8 are especially connected with the past part: “and the Spirit is the one that witnesses, because the Spirit is the truth.”   Especially with this past part these seventh and eighth verses are connected by ‘for’.  Because of what has been said in the preceding verse it is evident that there are three that are witnessing, witnessing in regard to the truth, witnessing in regard to the truth of God as it is in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Verse 7 is inserted by the Textus Receptus but it is not very likely that this belongs to the text.  It is probably inserted over against the heretics, particularly the Arians.  We simply take the text as it is found here.  The ‘for’ here, or ‘because’, introduces a further explanation, I think, of what is said in the preceding verses.  The three that witness, according to the apostle are, ‘the Spirit, the water, and the blood.’  If we take verse 6 as meaning that Christ as the Son of God came into the flesh and then came through water and blood, that is, through His baptism and through His atonement, through His death, then the verse also here is perfectly plain.”                     Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:    May we close our lesson today in thanksgiving for the truth that God is Triune, and that from the   three in one we receive witness that Jesus is the Christ Who came to save us from our sins, and to overcome the world. 

Blest be the Lord, our fathers’ God, eternal King of kings, 




      Who only is omnipotent, performing wondrous things.   Psalter # 195 st. 3 

Day Three – ____________________________________

I John 5:8 - Three that bear witness in earth

   Today we will take another look at what we learned in verse 6 and how those truths bear witness to us.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:      I John 5:1-8      spirit     John 15:26          Acts 2:2-4          Acts 5:32               II Cor. 1:22   

         water            Mark 1:9-11                                        blood        Heb. 13:12           I Pet 3:21    

 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.    

Study: 

1.  Yesterday we looked at the three that bear record in heaven.  Today’s verse teaches of three that bear witness in earth.  Do you think there is a difference in bearing record and bearing witness?

2.  What three are listed here in verse 8 that bear witness in earth?

3.  Can you explain from verse 5 on, what that witness is of?     A witness is one who has seen and now tells.  

       What is it these three are telling, or showing, or proving?

4.  Are these three equal?  Can the water or the blood bear witness on their own?

5.  What does it mean that the three witnesses ‘agree’?

6.  What would you say is the basic important truth of this verse?

             What do these (water, blood and Spirit) bear witness to?

Food for thought:  “The Spirit is the chief witness, and He also witnesses through the water and through the blood.  The Spirit and the water and the blood, or the Spirit through the water and the blood, witness that Jesus Christ came into the flesh, that He came into the world, that He officiated as the Messiah, and that as the Messiah, the Son of God finally shed His lifeblood on the accursed tree for the sins of His people.   The apostle might have said that there are three witnesses.  Instead, however, he emphasizes the idea of the act of witnessing, and at the same time emphasizes that their witness is continuing. 


Finally the apostle says that these three, the Spirit and the water and the blood that are witnessing concerning the Son of God in the flesh as the Messiah and concerning His official action as the Messiah through water and through blood, are ‘into one’.  This does not simply mean that these three witnesses are one, but it undoubtedly refers to the fact that their testimony is emphatically the same.  The three are united in this one testimony, namely, that Jesus the Son of God is the Christ.”  







     Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 


“Why does John place the historical facts of Jesus’ baptism (water) and death (blood), to which the Spirit testifies, on the same level as the Spirit?  How can water and blood testify along with the Spirit?  Impersonal objects can testify; for example, the heap of stones Jacob and Laban put together was called a witness (Gen. 31:48).  And according to the Mosaic law (Deut. 19:15), “One witness is not enough…a matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”  John writes that ‘the three are in agreement.’  He means that all three witnesses say the same thing; before a court of law the factual evidence of Jesus’ baptism (water) and death (blood) is in complete agreement with the testimony of the Holy Spirit.  All three stand together.”    S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John









                               Food for thought continued

Day Three, continued     “But how does the Spirit give witness in the ‘living voice of prophecy’?  Presumably he does it inwardly and supernaturally.  The Spirit opens eyes and ears to perceive what God is declaring through His proclaimed word.  He does not declare His own words but through inward conviction confirms the proclamation as being the truth.  The Spirit provides what humanity is unable to acquire for itself.  This witness of the Spirit accompanies every presentation of the Word, whether that presentation comes as a personal message or as the apostolic or inscripurated Word.”   








Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary 
Prayer:   The Spirit gives us witness through the testimony of historical truths that Jesus is the Son of God.  May we end our study with thanksgiving to God for His great gift to us.

Thy wondrous testimonies, Lord, my soul will keep and greatly praise;

                 Thy word, by faithful lips proclaimed, to simplest minds the truth conveys.  Psalter #337 st. 1 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Day Four – ________________________________________

I John 5:9 - The witness of God and the witness of men

   Today we will look at two witnesses and consider why one is greater than the other.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:     I John 5:7-10      John 3:32-33         John 5:31-36&39        John   8:17-19      

              Acts 5:32                   Heb. 2:4                   Heb. 6:18   

 for     Matt. 3:16-17      Matt.  17:5       Mark 1:11       Luke 3:22      John 1:33      

 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 
Study:    

1.  What two witnesses does John compare here?

2.  Our verse begins with ‘if’.  We have learned before that that can have different meanings.  Do we constantly hear witness from men?    

3.  Explain how the witness of God is greater than the witness of man:

4.  By beginning with the word ‘for’ (or because), the second part of the verse explains why the witness of God is greater.   Why is God’s witness greater than the witness of men?

Food for thought:   “Here the apostle first of all speaks of the witness of men, and he concludes that the witness of God is greater.  That stands to reason because, in the first place, the witness of men is not always correct.   In fact it is not always true.  And even if it be true and correct, the contents of the witness of men is by no means as valuable as the witness of God.   The conjunction here ‘if’ expresses a fact.  It is a fact that we often receive the witness of men.  Men are witnessing about many things, witnessing in the world.  And that witness of men is usually received.  So it is not that the ‘if’ expresses doubt, but rather it expresses a fact.  We receive the witness of men.  But if that is a fact, then we certainly ought to receive the witness of God.  For, in the first place, that witness of God is absolutely correct and absolutely true.  There can never be any doubt about the witness of God.  





          Food for thought continued

Day Four, continued       “But in the second place, that witness of God is also much greater than any witness of man ever can be.  As the apostle says, the witness of God is greater.  In fact, there can hardly be a comparison between the contents of the witness of men and the contents of the witness of God. 


 The verse here expresses a reason for the preceding, namely, that if we accept the witness of men, the witness of God is greater.  And that witness of God is that He witnesses concerning His Son.  The witness ‘of God’ is the witness, which God testifies.  That is always the case, even when the reference is to the witness of men.  That this witness of God is greater is because it is the witness of God concerning His Son. The testimony of God concerning His Son is the testimony concerning Jesus Christ; the testimony that the Son of God came into the world that He came through water and through blood, that as such He revealed Himself as the Messiah.  That is the testimony of God concerning Christ, concerning His Son.”







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John   


“Jesus said of the Baptist: ‘There is another that beareth witness of me and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true.’  (John 5:32).  In that same context Jesus added, ‘But I have greater witness than that of John for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.’  (John 5:36-37).  Perhaps John has these words of Jesus in mind when he compares the testimony of man with that of God.  God’s word is unquestionably true and thus in comparison with the testimony of man is much weightier.  What is this testimony?  In light of the immediately preceding passage, I suggest that it is the testimony of the Spirit, water, and blood.  ‘The witness of God which he hath testified of his Son’, includes the voice that spoke from heaven at Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:17), at His transfiguration (Matt. 17:5), and at His triumphant entry into Jerusalem (John 12:28).  John uses the perfect tense (he hath testified) to indicate that God continues to testify about His Son through His Word and Spirit.”        S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:   May we close our study by going to God in prayer, asking for grace to be often in His Word to know His witness to us, and to have the assurance of our salvation in His Son.

For Jehovah I am waiting, and my hope is in His word,




In His word of promise given; Yea, my soul waits for the Lord.   Psalter #363 st. 3  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      
Day Five – __________________________________

I John 5:10 - Having the witness in oneself

   Today we read of two who hear the witness and look at the difference between them. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   I John 5:7-10       John 3:33      Rom. 8:16         hath    Ps. 25:14    Rom 8:16     Gal. 4:6   II Pet. 1:19     

                     hath made        John  5:38                  Heb. 3:12

 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 

Study:    

1.  Who is the first person the verse teaches about, and what is true of him?

2.  What does it mean that he has the witness in himself?  

   










Questions continued

Day Five, continued
3.  “He that believeth not God hath made him a liar.”  Describe this second person John writes of here:


What does he believe (or not believe)?






In not believing that, what is he actually doing?

4.  Explain how the last phrase in verse 10 shows us why, or in what way this unbeliever makes God a liar:

Food for thought:  “The emphasis here is on ‘he that believeth’ and refers to the believer in general.  The believer stands in intimate and in organic connection with the Son of God.  The Son of God here, as is evident from the preceding, is revealed as the Christ, as the Messiah Who came through water and through blood. He who thus believes has the testimony in himself.  That testimony is the same as what is expressed in the preceding, namely, the testimony, which God has witnessed concerning His Son.  


That witness, as we have said repeatedly is the testimony, that the Son of God is the Messiah Who came through water and through blood, and therefore has died for our sins and transgressions, so that when we believe we are perfectly righteous and justified.  One who believes does not only have that testimony of God objectively, in the record of scripture; but he has that same testimony through the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ in his inmost heart, so that he is perfectly convinced of the truth of that testimony, so that by faith he perfectly relies on that testimony.  By faith he, relying on that testimony, is perfectly justified before God and has eternal righteousness.


Then negatively the apostle says ‘he that believeth not God hath made him a liar.’  The one who is not believing at the present moment, the one who is not believing God, has made God a liar as long as he comes into contact with the testimony of God.  And since he is still not believing, he makes God a liar even in the present.  He has no living contact with the testimony of God.  He has always made God a liar, and he still does make God a liar because he has not believed and does not believe in the testimony, which God has given concerning His Son.   God has testified in the past and the record of His testimony is with us in the Scriptures, and therefore through the Scriptures He still testifies.  And that testimony, one who does not believe does not accept.  And because he does not believe that testimony which God has testified and still does testify, he makes God a liar.”  

          Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John   


“Here the fact that the incarnate and crucified Jesus is God’s own Son is clearly set forth.  He who believes this testimony receives the Father’s own witness in his heart.  The inward witness is not a ‘small voice speaking within’, but is the inbreaking of faith within the soul.  Anyone who does not believe (the witness borne by) God (about the Son) has made him out to be a liar.  To receive the Son is to receive the Father.  To deny the Son is to deny the Father.  The writer then cannot allow that one can confess belief in God, as did his opponents, and yet reject God’s testimony to His own Son.  Such rejection cannot be excused on the basis of ignorance.  The evidence is too clear and too weighty.  Rather, it is deliberate unbelief, the character of which in the end impugns the very being and character of God.  If Jesus is not God’s own Son in the flesh, then God is no longer the truth.  He is the liar.”   

             Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary 

“John addressed the false teachers of his day who said that they believed in God but rejected the birth and the death of his Son.  John, however, addresses his word to anyone who rejects God’s testimony.  Unbelief is not a misfortune to be pitied; it is a sin to be deplored.  The unbeliever’s sin lies first in his intentional refusal to believe God’s testimony about His Son and second, in his arrogant denial that the Father and the Son are one.  Man cannot say that he has faith in God and at the same time reject God’s testimony about Jesus Christ.”        S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John











           Day Five continued

Day Five, continued
Prayer:   Only by grace are we those who are perfectly convinced in our hearts, by faith, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  May we give God thanks and ask Him for grace to live out of this truth today.

Upon me are Thy vows, O God, in Whom I live;

 the sacrifice of praise to Thee I now will give; 

For thou hast saved from death, from falling kept me free,

                                            That in the light of life my walk may be with Thee.  Psalter # 151 st. 6

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Six – ____________________________________  

I John 5:11 - What God has given us, and how we have it.

   We have spent some days looking at the witness and the record given by men and by God.  Today we will look at the contents and promise of the record given us by God.  

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    I John 5:7-11    I John 1:2     II John 9

 God   I John 2:25      John 3:15-16&36              John 6:40&47            John 10:28        John 17:2-3   

                  Rom. 5:21                          Rom.  6:23                        Jude 21   

        this  I John 4:9                 John 14:6                       Col.3:3-4

  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
Study:    

1.  According to verse 11a, what is the record or witness or testimony we have been given by God?

2.  Who it is who gives, and who it is who receives this testimony?

3.  What is the gift?  What is it here that God gives?      John 17:3

4.  What does God’s Word mean when it tells us here that: ‘and this life is in his Son’?   John 11:25

5.  How do you know that you have eternal life?

Food for thought:    “The apostle here is still speaking of the witness (record) of which he has just spoken.  And he is speaking again of ‘he that believeth’.  This is the record (witness or testimony) that God hath given to ‘us’, the children of God.  The children of God have this testimony in their hearts.   And the testimony that the children of God have in their hearts is that God has given us eternal life.   Eternal life is, in the first place, life that is everlasting, life that lies beyond the limits and beyond the possibility of death.  When Adam had life, he lived; but nevertheless he did not have eternal life.  He still could die.  But the life which God gives to His people, is life beyond death.   Everlasting life is a much higher life than was ever known in the world, than was ever known by man.  Adam did not have that life when he was created, even as far as the character of this eternal life is concerned.  He not only could die, but he did not have the essence of that eternal life in himself.  This eternal life, as also the rest of the verse tells us, is the life that is in the Son of God, even as He has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ.                                      

           Food for thought continued

Day Six, continued       “That life, therefore is the highest possible love and communion, the highest possible knowledge of God, as is also expressed in John 17:3:  “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”  That most intimate, perfect, and spiritual knowledge of God in the highest possible sense is eternal life. 


God gave us eternal life.  That is the testimony which the children of God have in their hearts.  Because that eternal life is already in their hearts, they already possess it in principle, as it will be perfected in the future - first in the house of many mansions in heaven, and later on in the resurrection.  But nevertheless, they already live that eternal life which can never die.  That eternal life God gave them.  He gave that to them through Jesus Christ the Lord.  


The apostle continues: “And this life is in His Son.”  That means that it is never in us as far as its source is concerned.  We do not have the source of life in ourselves.  We have the source of life only in the Son of God revealed as Jesus Christ our Lord.  And therefore, only in communion with Him, in living connection with Him, do we have that eternal life never apart from Him.  If it were possible, which it is not, that we could ever be separated from the Son, that very moment we would lose that eternal life.  I say once more: that is impossible.  That connection between the Son and us, according to which we have this eternal life is, according to all Scripture, by a living faith.  The faith which God through His Son implants in our hearts and which becomes active, so that by faith we lay hold upon the Son of God - through that faith we have eternal life, the life that is in the Son of God.  And since we can never lose that faith, therefore we can never lose connection with Christ, and we can never lose that eternal life.” 









         Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John   

Prayer:  Once again we have come face to face with the wonderful truth of God’s undeserved grace.  May we pour out our thanksgiving to Him and ask for grace to desire that life above all else. 

Because on Me he set his love, I will his constant Saviour prove,

And since to him My Name is known, I will exalt him as My own.

 As oft as he shall call on Me, most gracious shall My answer be;

I will be with him in distress, and in his trouble I will bless.

Complete deliverance I will give, and honor him while he shall live;

                           Abundant life I will bestow, to him My full salvation show.   Psalter # 249 sts. 4,5&6

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Seven – _____________________________________________

I John 5:12 - having the Son

   Today we are confronted with the plain truth that one has life and another does not.  Our text teaches us what that distinction is and what it is that makes the difference. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:     I John 5:9-12     John 4:12-14        John 5:24           Gal. 2:20        I John 3:14               

                       II John 9                      and he     John 3:36    
 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 
Study:    

1.  What does this scripture mean that one has the Son?

2.  Try to put into words what it means in your life that you ‘have the Son’.

3.  Having the Son, what does that person also possess? 



Questions continued

Day Seven, continued
4.  Describe the second person spoken of in our text.  What two things doesn’t he have?

5.  We touched on this before, but how do you explain that this unbeliever who is living in this world does not have life?

6.   What Reformed Doctrine explains the truth that some have life and some do not?

a. Deut. 14:2

b. John 10:26   

c. Matthew 11:25-27


d.   Romans 9:11-13

Food for thought:     “In verse 11 we had it that this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  From that verse really follows verse 12: ‘He that has the Son has life..’  The life of which the apostle speaks is the same life that is mentioned in the preceding verse: eternal life.  


What is rather striking and strong is the expression: ‘he that has the Son.’  That is a very strong expression: having the Son.  That means having the Son of God as He is revealed in Christ, in Christ who became incarnate, and died and rose again, and is exalted at the right hand of God, and received the Spirit.  It is through that Spirit, and, as far as we are concerned, by faith, that we have the Son.  We have the Son in our hearts. And having the Son means that we believe in Him as the One who gives us everlasting life.  It is simply a fact.  Nor can that truth ever be lost, because having the Son proceeds principally through the Spirit from the Son Himself.  He gives Himself to the believers; and they have Him by faith; also that faith is of Him.  And therefore, when they have the Son, they have eternal life forever.  That eternal life can never be lost, for the simple reason that they cannot lose the Son.  


The apostle adds the negative side: ‘he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.’  That stands to reason because in the preceding verse the apostle said that the life ‘is in the Son.’  Outside of the Son there is no life.  And therefore if one does not have the Son, he cannot have life.  Outside of the Son he is in death.  We may notice that the apostle emphasizes here, which he did not do in the first clause, that this Son is the Son of God.  It is not any Christ, not any human belief in a human Christ, but in the Son, and emphatically, in the Son of God, that we have life.  And therefore if one does not have the Son of God, he does not have life.  All the life of God is in the Son, is in Christ.  And outside of the life of God there is no life.”






          Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John   


“He who has the Son has life.  He who is without the Son is without life.  It is not an idea nor a system of belief nor even a fact that is the ultimate object of faith; it is a Person.  That Person is Jesus Christ.  He is to live in us (I John 3:24).  His love is to abide and be made complete in us (I John 4:12).  We are to live in him (I John 4:13).  And this is life eternal.”    Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary  
Prayer:  May we close today’s study with thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for His undeserved grace in giving His only begotten Son for us and that through His Spirit, by faith, we have the Son and eternal  life.

I keep before me still, the Lord Whom I have proved;

At my right hand He guards from ill, and I shall not be moved.

Life’s pathway Thou wilt show, to Thy right hand wilt guide



          Where streams of pleasure ever flow, and boundless joys abide.   Psalter #30 st. 3

Day Eight – ____________________________

I John 5:13 - having life

    Today we will look at what it is to know that we have eternal life.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       I John 5:9-14        John 20:31                 believe    John 1:12           Acts 4:12            

   ye may know           Romans   8:15-17                   

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.  

Study:    

1.  Who is John writing to?

2.  What did John mean by ‘these things’?

3.  Why does John write ‘unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God’ instead of simply writing ‘unto you that believe in the Son of God’?

4.  What is the two-fold intent for which John wrote these things?

5.  What is it to know that we have eternal life?

Food for thought:  “This verse is partly a continuation of what the apostle had already written, and that particularly in verse 10 and verse 11.  The apostle at this time does not speak simply of the testimony, but of their knowing that they have eternal life.  This knowledge is the fruit of the fact that they have the eternal life in their hearts.  This knowledge is not a mere abstract knowledge, not a mere intellectual knowledge (although that is included); but it is spiritual, experiential knowledge, based as I said, upon the fact that they have the life in their hearts.  That life is a testimony of the Spirit in their hearts, which, as to its contents, is revealed in the Word of God.  Through the Word of God and in the Spirit, they have the testimony in their hearts.  These things - all that the apostle has written in the preceding, and particularly in the first part of the fifth chapter, and more particularly still what the apostle had written concerning the eternal life - these things, John says, I wrote unto you in order that you might have the true, experiential knowledge that ye have eternal life.  There is another clause here that has pretty strong support also.  “These things I wrote unto you in order that you might know that ye have eternal life, and in order that ye might believe on the name of the Son of God.”       



          Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John   


“Eternal life is that knowledge of, and fellowship with God, that is rooted in the incarnation and is bestowed upon us through the Spirit of the Son of God.  It is the real and most intimate fellowship of which the Lord speaks in His sacerdotal prayer: ‘That they may all be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: That the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.’  Eternal life is the resurrection-life that is wrought in our hearts by the indwelling Spirit of Christ and that consists in the knowledge and fellowship of God as He is revealed in all the glory of His blessed virtues in the face of Jesus Christ.  






          Food for thought continued

Day Eight, continued      “Now we have a beginning of this eternal life in our hearts.  But it is only a principle.  And that beginning of eternal life will be translated into the fullness of joy at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in glory. The essence of all the blessedness and glory of the new world will be the perfected fellowship of friendship with the living God in Christ.  That will be glory indeed!”








            Rev. Herman Hoeksema in Reformed Dogmatics
Prayer:   May we close today’s study with fervent prayer that God may continue to work in us the strength of faith to remain in the experiential knowledge of our belief in the Son of God, and our possession of eternal life.
Forever in my thought the Lord before my face shall stand;

Secure, unmoved, I shall remain, with Him at my right hand.

The path of life Thou showest me; of joy a boundless store

                                   Is ever found at Thy right hand, and pleasures evermore.   Psalter #28 sts. 2&5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Day Nine – _____________________________

I John 5:14 - Our confidence in God

    Today we begin to look at the confidence of our faith in going to God in prayer.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    I John 5:12-15       confidence       Mark 14:36             John 11:41-42                Heb.3:14     

 if we ask       Jer. 29: 11-13        Jer.33:3     Matt. 7:7-11    Matt. 21:22       John 14:13        John 15:7   

James 1:5-6        James 4:3                         he        Ps.34:17               John 9:31              

  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 
Study:    

1.  Explain what confidence means in this verse:

2.  What does it mean then that we have confidence in Him?

     (Rev. Hoeksema explains it as confidence towards Him.  Does that help in understanding the meaning?)

3.  What does John write we are able to do if we have that confidence? 

4.  How does John say we must ask?  Explain what that means.

5.  What is the promise to us when we do ask in that way?

6.  God ‘hears’ everything.  In what way then does this verse mean that He hears us when we ask according to His will?

Food for thought:    “The apostle says: ‘And this is the confidence that we have in him.’  Confidence is an element of faith.  Faith, as we know, is, first of all, the spiritual knowledge of God in Christ Jesus.  Undoubtedly that is the main element of faith.  In fact, we may say that in that true spiritual knowledge the confidence of faith is already implied.  That stands to reason.  There can be no true spiritual knowledge of God except that which is rooted in the love of God.  If we have the knowledge of faith, the true, spiritual knowledge, not simply the intellectual knowledge, but the knowledge of the regenerated heart, then that is rooted in the fact that we know that God loves us. 

                                Food for thought continued

Day Nine, continued    “And if we know that God loves us, then we also have true confidence.  Confidence, or boldness, in relation to God is the assurance of faith that God is our God through Jesus Christ our Savior.  It is the assurance too that we may approach Him, as it is also expressed in this verse, in the assurance that He will receive us, that He is pleased by our approach to Him.  It is also the assurance that when we approach Him in prayer, He hears us.  That is really the particular element of confidence that is expressed in the words of our text.


‘And this is the confidence that we have in him.’  ‘Him’ here is God Himself.  And ‘in’ means literally ‘towards.’  The constant direction of our confidence is toward God.  That does not mean that it does not reach Him, that it is only the direction, but it denotes that it also actually reaches the end of the direction.  Our confidence is always in the direction of God.  It implies that it is in the direction of no one else.  All other objects of our confidence are absolutely excluded.  It is not a confidence in things; it is not a confidence in the creature; but it is a confidence realized in that it reaches Him, reaches God.  It also means that the confidence is realized in us, in that, as the rest of the text tells us, it is not in vain; but He hears us.  


It is implied in ‘according to his will’, that we do not ask anything contrary to His will, but we ask according to His will.  If we have the confidence in God in the first place, then we know His will, whether in general or in particular.  The confidence in God implies, as I said, the love of God.  And that love of God always seeks His will.  We can also be sure that not only in the general sense of the word we know the will of God, but also in the particular sense we will know that will.  That very confidence implies that the Holy Spirit who dwells in us causes us to know in particular circumstances what is the will of God, so that we do not ask anything except that which is in general, and in particular circumstances according to the will of God.  If it should happen that in alternative circumstances we do not clearly discern the will of God, we do not ask definitely, but we say, ‘Thy will be done.’  That is always the attitude of the people of God.  So, no matter whether in general or in particular, or in circumstances in which there seems to be an alternative in regard to the will of God, we always pray according to His will.


Not only that, but when we thus pray, the text assures us that He hears us.  That does not simply mean, as is evident from what follows, that in the objective sense it is true that God hears us; but it also implies that in the subjective sense we have the consciousness that He hears us.  That indeed is the blessing, that we may have the consciousness that God hears us when we ask anything of Him.”  






                    Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 


“He who is in ‘fellowship’ with God, who has received life from the Father, knows that he may address God in confidence.  Prayer becomes not only a time for petitioning, but of yielding one’s life to the will and work of God.  Prayer made in these circumstances is always heard because it is God’s will that is being done.  When we learn to want what God wants, we have the joy of receiving His answer to our petitions.”
 




Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary  

Prayer:   If we know that God loves us, then we also have the assurance of faith that God is our God through Jesus Christ our Savior and we may approach Him according to His will and know He hears us.  May we close today’s study in prayer of thanksgiving for His great mercy to us and may we ask for His Spirit to guide us more and more as we strive to know His will.

Thou art my portion, Lord; Thy words I ever heed;

 


   With all my heart Thy grace I seek, Thy promises I plead.   Psalter # 328 st. 1

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Day Ten – ______________________________ 

I John 5:15 - Whatsoever we ask

    Out of the promise that God hears us, we have an even greater promise to look at in today’s verse. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18                                             Day Ten continued

Day Ten, continued
Read:   I John 5:12-17     Prov. 15:29       We know    Mark 11:24        Luke 11:9-13        John 14:13     

 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 

Study:    As we’ve seen before concerning the word ‘if’, we may read the first phrase of the text: ‘And if we know that he hear us, and we do know’ or ‘Since we know that he hears us.’  

1.  In the last verse (verse 14) John explained what he meant by the words ‘whatsoever we ask’.   How then is the phrase ‘whatsoever we ask’ here in our verse qualified? 

2.   What is the promise that we know, in our verse?  

3.   Reviewing the verse then, how must our petitions be made?

4.  Can we do that without knowing God and His Word?

5.  According to the verse, if our heart is right before Him, may we come before God and ask Him anything, or must we restrict our petitions in some way?

6.  The verse seems to promise that since we know He hears us, whatever we ask according to His will He will give us.  Is that always the case?  Do we experience that?

Food for thought:     “Now the apostle says: ‘And if we know that he hears us in whatsoever we ask, we know too that we have the petitions which we ask of him.’  What follows is that He hears us whatever we ask of Him.  When the apostle says that He hears us, that does not merely mean that He listens to us, but it implies already that He grants us the petitions which we ask of Him.  And when the apostle says ‘whatever we ask’, that is limited by what is expressed in the preceding verse.  It is never true that the Lord hears us in whatever petition we may send up to His throne according to our desires and according to our will.  So we know, and we know for sure that if we ask anything according to His will, whatever it is that we ask - unlimited except that it is limited by His will - we will receive the petitions.  We receive whatever we ask of Him and of that we certainly are confident.  That is a beautiful thought.  The believer must be certain in his prayer.  He must not doubt. 


The apostle continues: If that is so, if we are sure in our own hearts and minds that God hears us in whatever we ask because we ask according to His will, that He grants all our petitions, then we know too that we have the petitions which we desire of Him.  That seems to be rather redundant.  But nevertheless, that is also a beautiful thought.  


It is always necessary that we ask not at random for anything that comes into our mind according to the flesh, but that we ask according to the will of God.  Usually that means too that our petitions are spiritual, not carnal, and not even concerning earthly things; but spiritual petitions.  Whatever we ask of God concerning our spiritual life in a spiritual way is undoubtedly according to the will of God.  And then God hears us.  So the presupposition is that we know the will of God, and that our prayers are in harmony with the will of God, and that we know that they are in harmony with the will of God.”

 





         Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 


Prof. H. Hanko writes about the seemingly unconditional promise to give us whatever we ask:  “The solution lies in a close examination of Jesus’ words. (I John 5:14-15 among other passages)  These words will make clear to us that whatever we ask will be given us only when we ask according to God’s will or ask in Jesus’ name. This is important and a severely limiting qualification.  The text makes clear that we will be given what is the will of God because it speaks of asking in Jesus’ name.











           Food for thought continued

Day Ten, continued      “If we look at this qualification from the viewpoint of God Himself, the meaning very obviously is that He will grant us only what He has willed to grant us.  Never will He give anything contrary to His will.  And He will grant us only that which Christ, who perfectly knows the will of God for us, asks the Father to give.  But if we look at this qualification from our viewpoint, the limiting factor means that we are to make our prayers with the humble petition that God’s will be done.  We may ask whatever we desire from our Father, but we must always qualify our requests with the prayer “Thy will be done.”  This should not be a routine addition that we hope will, after all, be a magic formula to secure for us what we want, but it needs to be our humble confession that we want nothing else but God’s will.  Thus we pray, always in humble dependence upon the great wisdom of our God.”   Prof. H. Hanko in When You Pray 

Prayer:   May we close our study in prayer, remembering that our prayers are to be in harmony with the will of God as He has revealed in His Word, and our trust is always in Him to give us what He wills.  

I graciously will teach thee the way that thou shalt go,

And with My eye upon thee My counsel make thee know.

But be ye not unruly, or slow to understand,




   Be not perverse, but willing to heed My wise command.  Psalter # 84 st. 1


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Day Eleven – _____________________________

I John 5:16&17 - The sin unto death

     Now John turns from our own personal assurance in prayer to praying for others.  In order to understand the verses we look at today, we are going to take them out of order and first look at the sin unto death.   

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   I John 5:12-17    There is     Matt. 12:31-32         Luke 12:10          Heb. 6:4-6         Heb. 10:26-30

   All       Deut. 12:32      James 2:10         I John 3:4                and      Eze. 18:26-32      Romans 5:12 &20-21

  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.   All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.       
Study:

1.    We look first at ‘a sin unto death’.  Consider the following verses that teach what that sin is:


Matt. 12:31-32                         


Mark 3:28-30                      


Luke 12:10         


Heb. 6:4-6                        


Heb. 10:26-30

2.  Sum up how you would define ‘a sin unto death’:

3.  What does John teach about our praying for one committing that sin?  


And why do you think he writes that?

         Questions continued

Day Eleven, continued
4.  What is it to be unrighteous?

5.   Why would John write here that all unrighteousness is sin and that there is a sin not unto death?

Food for thought:   “Scripture speaks of it (the sin unto death or the sin against the Holy Spirit) in various passages. In Matthew 12:31, 32 it is referred to as the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, and is spoken of by Jesus as the sin which shall not be forgiven, neither in this age nor in the age to come. In Hebrews 6:4-6 it is spoken of as the sin according to which men crucify the Son of God afresh and put Him to an open shame, and we are instructed that it is impossible that those who commit this sin are renewed again unto repentance. And in I John 5:16 ff., it is called the sin unto death. Concerning it we may say:

   1) That it is a sin which can take place only in the sphere of the covenant, not in heathendom. This follows not only from the fact that it is a sin against the Holy Ghost, and must therefore take place in the sphere of the Spirit’s operations; but it also follows from the fact that it is a crucifying afresh of the Son of God. 

  2) That it is a sin which is characterized by the fact that those who commit it never come to sorrow, and repentance over it. This is undoubtedly not because any sin is so great that God cannot conquer it by the power of His grace, but because God does not so operate that in the process of sanctification the Holy Ghost first lets a man go so far that he blasphemes the very Spirit of sanctification Who works in him and then brings him to repentance. The impossibility of repentance therefore is due to the fact that this is contrary to the Holy Spirit’s mode of operation. 

  3) In this light we may also see why this sin is never forgiven. Only those sins are forgiven of which a man feels true sorrow, of which he repents, and of which he makes confession. 

  4) We may also conclude that the sin against the Holy Ghost is never committed by the elect, only by the reprobate; and that therefore the child of God, who is sorry for his sin never need fear that he has committed this sin against the Holy Ghost. He who commits this sin is hard and indifferent, shows no concern about this sin or about any other sin when he has reached this state. Anyone who is anxious about having committed the sin unto death certainly has not committed it. But let us notice once more that the impossibility of this sin for the people of God lies not in them, but in God’s own grace. If we could ever commit this sin unto death, it would mean that the Holy Ghost had already withdrawn Himself totally and inwardly from us. But God Himself through the indwelling Spirit prevents us from ever falling so far.”
             Rev. Homer Hoeksema in the SB article: Voice of our Fathers, Canons of Dordt, article 6, continued
        “Should the Christian community pray for the person who commits ‘a sin that leads to death’?  John does not call this person a ‘brother.’  John writes: I am not saying that the believer should pray about that.  In these words we hear the echo of Jesus’ voice when He prayed for His followers, “I pray for them, I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me: for they are thine.” (John 17:9).  The false teachers whom John opposes in his epistle “have gone out into the world” (4:1), because “they are of the world” (4:5).  These teachers have directed their false doctrines against the believers, have been disruptive in the Christian community, and have demonstrated their hatred against the church (compare II John 7).  Therefore, John adds his personal advice not to pray for them.  

         S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John

Prayer:    By God’s own grace He keeps us from committing the sin which is unto death.  May we rejoice in His care over us and go to Him in thanksgiving and praise for His wondrous love. 

The Lord, Who turns away the plea of those who love iniquity, has answered my request;

He has not turned away my prayer, His grace and love He makes me share; His Name be ever blest.













Psalter # 175 st. 4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Twelve – __________________________________

I John 5:16&17 - Praying for the brother

     Today we will look at how we are to pray for the brother who we see has sinned a sin which is not the sin unto death.     

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    I John 5:12-17            James 5:16-20                II Chronicles 30:18-20    

     If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.  All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.       
Study:    

1.  Now going back to the first part of the verse, what does John instruct us to do when we see a brother sin a sin other than that sin unto death?

2.  What do you think is meant by the words ‘he shall ask’, and who is doing the asking?

3.  The next phrase in our verse reads and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.   


a.  Who is meant by he shall give___________________


b.  Who is meant by he shall give him________________________ 


c.  Who is meant by give him life for them_____________________


d.  Why do you think the text reads: he shall give him life and not he shall give him forgiveness?

4.  How do you react when you see a brother sin?    Why?

Food for thought: 
“John calls attention to the seriousness of sin… the person who ‘stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking ‘the whole law’ (James 2:10).  But not every sin leads to death.  When a believer transgresses God’s law, he does not deny the Sonship of Christ and hate the church.  Moreover, God stands ready to forgive his sin.  John teaches that ‘if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness’ (1:9).  God forgives sin when the sinner confesses and fellow Christians pray for him, for ‘God will give him life.’  Although a believer commits sin (2:1), he does not practice the sin that leads to death.  If a brother sins, John counsels, the community ought to ask God to ‘give him life.’  That is, that God will forgive his sin and restore him to fellowship.”  




                     S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
        “‘If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask.’  That is one particular instance of the prayer of which the apostle has spoken in the preceding verses which is heard, and which he may know that it is heard.  He shall ask, and he shall give him life.  The apostle repeats once more: “If one does not commit the sin unto death, and his brother prays for him, that sinner shall be given life.”  God shall give him life. That does not mean, that before that brother had committed sin he was absolutely dead.  He had life.  But sinning that sin, he did not walk in the life and according to the life which God had given him.  

    “And now when the brother prays for him - and undoubtedly that includes too that the brother who prays approached the brother who sinned and has admonished him concerning his sin, and means too that that brother has heard him already in answer to the prayer which the one brother sent to God - then God will give that brother life; that is, He will quicken him again from the condition of sin and death in which he plunged himself by that sin.  And then in the way of repentance God will give him life once more, so that he has conscious life and conscious fellowship with God once more.”  Rev. H. Hoeksema in Chapel Notes on I John   












     Day Twelve continued

Day Twelve continued

Prayer:    May we close our study with thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father that He gives us the grace of repentance, as well as forgiveness and life and fellowship with Him.

Against me my besetting sins prevail from day to day, 

but Thou in Thy forgiving grace wilt take them all away.

O blest the man whom Thou dost choose, and draw in love to Thee,




  That in Thy sacred courts, O Lord, he may a dweller be.   Psalter #172 sts. 2&3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Thirteen – _______________________________

I John 5:6-17 - Review

     Today we review I John 5:6-17 using notes from Rev. H. Hoeksema, Simon Kistemaker, and Prof. Homer Hoeksema. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    I John 5:6-17

Review:    
     6This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. 

     6This is he that came by water (Jesus’ baptism marking the beginning of His public ministry) and blood, (His death on the cross marking the end of His public ministry) even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. (neither one by itself would have been sufficient for our salvation - He first came through circumcision; and then He came also through baptism.  Both refer to His death.  This was realized when He finally came through blood.) And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, (the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Christ witnesses or testifies this to believers) because the Spirit is truth. (He not only speaks the truth, but He is the truth.)

      7For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 

     7For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (Because there are three that testify in heaven, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and these three are one in the Trinity, therefore there is further witness to the truth of the witness of the Holy Spirit to believers.) 

     8And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 

     8And there are three that bear witness in earth, (and there are three that witness or testify to believers of the one truth of the work of Jesus Christ come in the flesh as Messiah) the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. (The Holy Spirit, Jesus’ baptism and His death on the cross, and all these have the same testimony - that Jesus the Son of God is the Christ.)
 

            Review continued

Day Thirteen, continued
      9If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 
     9If we receive the witness of men, (since we believe what men teach) the witness of God is greater: (we certainly ought to receive the witness of God, because His witness is absolutely correct and absolutely true, and greater than any witness of man can ever be. God’s Word is unquestionably true and thus in comparison with the testimony of man is much weightier) for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. (Because this is the witness that God testifies, that Jesus the Son of God came into the world through water and through blood and revealed Himself as the Messiah.)

      10He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 

      10He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: (the elect believer who believes by faith that Jesus is the Son of God does so because he has the witness of the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ in his heart) he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. (The one who has heard the witness or testimony of God concerning His Son and does not believe the testimony but deliberately remains in unbelief, in effect calls God a liar.)

      11And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

      11And this is the record, (and this is what that testimony consists of) that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. (That God has given to His elect eternal life - the highest possible love and communion and fellowship and knowledge of God - through Jesus Christ the Lord and never of ourselves.)

      12He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

      12He that hath the Son hath life; (the elect one who has the Son by faith, has eternal life)  and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  (Outside of having the Son of God by faith, there is no life. Outside of the life of God there is no life.)

      13These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

      13These things (all that the apostle has written and particularly in this chapter, and especially about eternal life) have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; (John has written to believers) that ye may know that ye have eternal life, (so that they might have the true, experiential knowledge that they have eternal life)  and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (and that they may believe in God as He is revealed in all the glory of His blessed virtues in the face of Jesus Christ)

      14And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

      14And this is the confidence that we have in him, (And this is the boldness that we have by faith in Him, the assurance that we may approach Him and He will receive us.) that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: (and that if we ask according to His will, and seeking that will, we know that He 

always seeks His will, we have the consciousness that He hears us.) 
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      15And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 

      15And if we know that he hear us, (and since we know assuredly that He does hear us) whatsoever we ask, (whatever we ask according to His will) we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 

(We know too that we have the petitions which we desire of Him - the presupposition is that we know the will of God, and that our prayers are in harmony with the will of God, and that we know that they are in harmony with the will of God - the limiting factor means that we are to make our prayers with the humble petition that God’s will be done.)  

     16. If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 
 16If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, (If any believer see his brother in Christ sin a sin which is not a sin unto death - a sin blaspheming the Spirit of sanctification from which it is impossible that those who commit it are ever renewed unto repentance)  he shall ask, (he shall pray to God to deliver the brother) and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. (And God will grant the believer his request and forgive the brother’s sin and give him life.) There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. (There is a sin unto death, the sin which cannot be forgiven, the sin by which men in the sphere of the church crucify the Son of God anew, and blaspheme the Spirit of sanctification; John instructs the believers not to pray for the man who commits that sin.)

     17All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. 

   17All unrighteousness is sin: (the person who stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking the whole law) and there is a sin not unto death. (But not every sin leads to death - when a believer transgresses God’s law, he does not deny the Sonship of Christ and hate the church and ‘if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness’.)

Food for thought:  “A weak child of God he (Lot) certainly was. Twenty years among the Sodomites had, because he put up no fight, made him conform more and more to Sodom's philosophy, so that the lines of the antithesis in his life were slowly being erased. And for that man Abraham prayed. Would you? Would it not be time to write him off and call him hopeless? But not only does Abraham pray for such a weak Christian, such a frail child of the covenant, but God is so very patient when Abraham prays for such a member in the church. And is it not so that these are exactly the ones for whom we must pray and pray most earnestly? We pray for them all. We exclude no child of God in our prayers. And these who are so desperately weak, these who walk on the rim, who get so awfully close to the fire, who seem the most unworthy to be in the kingdom, are the ones for whom we must pray most often and who call for our most tender mercies. It was Lot's spiritual well-being that concerned Abraham. O indeed, the prayer of the upright is God's delight. For the upright will pray for the righteous. They will honor the cross of Christ and delight in it themselves. And how delightful it is to God to hear His people express interest in His delightful Son and be concerned about the well-being of all the citizens of His kingdom. Are your prayers a delight to God? Remember that when the upright pray for the righteous, not only do the angels in heaven sing, but God Himself is delighted.” 

      Rev. J. Heys SB article: A Delightful Prayer
Prayer:   May we close our study in thanksgiving to our faithful covenant God, our merciful God Who delights in our prayer.  May we desire to bring sinful saints before Him in earnest prayer, trusting in His will.

In Thy compassion hear Thy prisoner’s plaintive sigh,

And in the greatness of Thy power save those about to die.

Then, safe within Thy fold, we will exalt Thy Name;

                           Our thankful hearts with songs of joy Thy goodness will proclaim.  Psalter # 217 st.3&4 
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