Women’s Bible Study  

The Epistles of I, II, III John and Jude

Lesson Eleven

I John 5:18 through II John
Study for meeting held _________________________

Note once again, that some of the quotes by Rev. H. Hoeksema have been paraphrased. 
Day One - _______________________________________

I John 5:18 - the one begotten of God keepeth himself

       Today we will look once more at what being born again means in ones life.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   I John 5:16-21       whosoever   John 1:13    John 3:2-5    I Peter 1:23

keepeth   Psalm 17:4    Ps. 18:23    Ps. 39:1   Ps. 119:101    Prov. 4:23   John 15:4,7,9   Acts 11:23

  James 1:27    Jude 21&24    

wicked  I John 2:13-14    I John 3:12

      We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 
Study:

1.  Once again, what is it to be born of God?

2.  How do you explain that those born of God do not sin?

3.  John begins the verse: ‘We know that..”  How do we know that?

4.  In the second part of the verse, John speaks again of being born, or begotten of God.  He writes two things  about the begotten one -  he ‘keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not’. 

a. There are many different definitions of ‘keepeth’ or as we would say keeps himself.

                    Explain what it means that a regenerated child of God ‘keepeth himself’.


b. Who is ‘that wicked one’ and how is it that he doesn’t ‘touch’ the regenerated child of God?


c.  What is the connection between the child of God keeping himself and the wicked one not touching 



him?

5.   We believe we are regenerated children of God.  Explain how we see evidence of these three truths in our lives, and how we can be examples of these truths to our children.


a.  whosoever is born of God sinneth not


b.  he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, 


c.  and that wicked one toucheth him not. 
 Day One continued

Day One continued

Food for thought:    “The apostle says, we know.  We are sure that that is the case.  Everyone who is born of God, who has been born of God, does not sin.  To be born of God implies that one has the principle of the life of God in him, the life of God that is perfect and pure and that is the principle of fellowship with Him.  The life of God, as we know, has been revealed and is in Christ.  It is given to the children of God through the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ.  That Spirit of Christ never leaves him.  Through the power of that Spirit of Christ one who is born of God does not sin.  That is what the apostle here says.  


All kinds of interpretations have been given to this sentence because they claim that in actual fact that is not the truth in the believer’s life in this world.  Not only that, but even in the preceding it has become plain that also the believers sin.  They commit unrighteousness.  However, we must let this statement stand as it is.  One who is born of God does not sin.  That means he does not sin in regard to the fact that he is born of God.  Remembering the principle, that one who is born of God has the life of God in himself, and in as far as that is the case - which is principally true - he does not sin.  


It is undoubtedly true that believers in the world still sin.  As we know, they still have their old nature.  And in as far as they live and speak and act through that old nature, they sin, they commit sin.  Nevertheless, this clause stands in its absolute form and in its absolute sense too:  ‘Everyone that is born of God does not sin.’  When one is born of God he is sorry for his sin that he commits.  He repents before God.  And that repentance and that sorrow over sin does away with sin completely.  God forgives on the prayer of the penitent.  Seeing that God forgives, legally he is not a sinner, and spiritually and ethically he is not a sinner because he lives in repentance.  Therefore, although according to his old nature he who is born of God also still sins, nevertheless he who is born of God, as the apostle John has it here, does not sin, because sinning, he repents and has been forgiven. 


The apostle then continues: ‘but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself.’  Here you have emphasized the fact as such, that one is born of God, out of God: the fact that one has the life of God in him.  Through the reality of that fact the believer keeps himself.  God keeps him, of course; no question about that.  But nevertheless, by virtue of the reborn life that is in him, by virtue of the life out of God that is in the believer, he keeps himself too.  He fights, and keeps himself from the evil way. 



Therefore, because he keeps himself from the evil way, keeps himself from sin, walking in truth and righteousness with all his heart and mind and soul and strength, the devil does not touch him.  He cannot touch him because the believer stands outside of the power of the devil.  He cannot even reach him.  Because he  is born of God, and because he keeps himself according to the principles of the new life from every evil way even though he sins and repents, the devil can never touch him.  The devil can never touch one who is sorry for his sin.  He can never touch one who is penitent.  That is forever impossible.”







Rev. H. Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John
Prayer:   May we give thanks to our Heavenly Father for the truths we have learned today.  Because of the gift of a new heart and through the Spirit working in us enabling us to keep ourselves from evil, the devil cannot touch us.  May we ask God to so bless us that we may live before His face to keep ourselves from evil.

Hope in the Lord, ye waiting saints, and He will well provide.

For mercy and redemption full and free with Him abide;

From sin and evil, mighty though they seem,





      His arm almighty will His saints redeem.  Psalter # 362 st. 3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Two - ______________________________  

I John 5:19 - knowing we are of God

      Today we will look at a continuation of yesterday’s verse giving us another blessing that we may ‘know’.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18


                       Day Two continued

Day Two continued

Read:      I John 5:16-21      we know   Rom. 8:16    II Tim. 1:12      and the   Rom. 1:28-32    Titus 3:3

lieth in wickedness    II Cor. 4:4     Eph. 2:2     Rev. 12:9

 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 
Study:    

1.  Yesterday we saw the first thing John teaches us that ‘we know’.  In today’s verse he adds that we know that we are ’of God’.  


a.  Explain what it means that we are ’of God’. (Rev. Hoeksema explains that it means out of God.)


b.  How is it that we are able to know that truth?

2.  There is a sharp contrast found in the rest of the verse.


a.  What is meant by ‘the whole world’?


b.  What does it mean that ‘the whole world lies in wickedness’?

3.  How does this verse show us the importance of living the antithesis in our lives?

Food for thought:   “Here again the apostle starts out with ‘we know’.  He did that in the preceding verse, and he does that in verses 19 and 20 also.  ‘We know’ is quite a positive expression.  In this connection and also in connection with verse 18, the ‘we know’ refers not only to objective and intellectual knowledge, but also and especially to subjective, experiential knowledge.  That is evident in verse 18 from the fact that he talks about regeneration.  We are born of God.


Here we have the same thing.  ‘We know that we are out of God’.  Certainly, that is not mere intellectual and objective knowledge, but it is a matter of spiritual experience, experiential knowledge.  ‘We are out of God,’ the apostle says.  He refers back to what he has said in verse 18, namely, that everyone who is born out of God sinneth not.  In that sense the apostle in this verse says that we are out of God.  However, that emphasizes the fact that God is the fount and the origin of our subjective spiritual life, and that the life we have because of regeneration has its source in God Himself.  


The apostle continues ‘and the whole world lieth in wickedness’.  We know that we are out of God.  But the fact is that the whole world lies in the devil, in the wicked one.  ‘World’ here is used in the evil sense of the word, that is, the world as it is characterized by corruption and sin, referring especially to the world of men.  The whole world of men lies in the evil one. 


Notice the emphasis on the ‘whole’.  It is the entire world.  All men is connection with the world lie in the evil one.  Notice too, that the apostle does not simply say that whole world is evil and corrupt in sin and iniquity, but that it lies in the evil one, in the devil himself.  That is the idea.  Moreover it lies in the devil.  It is passive, passively in the power of the devil.  All men and the whole world are passively in the power of sin.”                                                            Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John
Prayer:  As we end our study today after seeing the difference of being ‘out of God’, and lying in the power of the devil, may we give great thanks to God for His grace to us, and ask for renewed strength for the day to live out of Him and to His glory.

None shall be put to shame that humbly wait for Thee, 



           But those that willfully transgress, on them the shame shall be.  Psalter # 60 st. 2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Three - __________________________________

I John 5:20 - we are in him that is true

    Today we look again at knowing that the Son of God has come, how we may know Him, and what knowing Him means for us.  And finally we will look at what it means that God is true.  A difficult study, but well worth the effort.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:  I John 5:18-21      we know  I John 4:2&14    and hath   Matt. 13:11      II Cor. 4:6    Eph. 1:17-19

Eph. 3:18   him that    John 14:6    Rev. 19:11    and we   John 14:20&23   John 17:20-23    Phil. 3:9   Col.3:3

This is   Is. 9:6    John 14:9    John 20:28    John 10:30   Acts 20:28    Rom. 9:5     I Tim.3:16    Heb. 1:8

(We have ‘broken’ up the verse into three parts to help us look closely at it.)

  20a. And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding,

  20b. that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 

  20c. This is the true God, and eternal life.        

Study:    

1.  Now, after writing about prayer, John returns to close his epistle with the important theme of the letter.

      What two things does verse 20a teach us that we know?


a.


b.

2.  According to verse 20b, what is the purpose for what was written in verse 20a?

3.  This verse again has many pronouns that can be confusing.  Fill in who you think the pronouns stand for:

      And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding,

 that we may know him_______________ that is true, 

 and we are in him________________ that is true, 

 even in his_____________ Son Jesus Christ. 

 This____________ is the true God, and eternal life.        
4.   Verse 20b and 20c speak of ‘him that is true’ and ‘This is the true God’.  

        What does it mean that God is true?

Exodus 34:6                Numbers 23:19           Deuteronomy 32:4           Titus 1:2      

5.  Compare that with what God’s Word teaches about other gods:


Psalm 96:5               Psalm 115:3-8         

6.  Explain who/what the following two phrases of verse 20c mean:


 This is the true God:


and eternal life:











      Day Three continued

Day Three continued

Food for thought:    “Verse 20 is introduced once more by ‘we know’ as were verses 18&19.  The text reads:  ‘We know that the Son of God has come in the flesh, has come in the world, and has become revealed unto us in our Lord Jesus Christ’.  That Son of God, according to the apostle in this verse, has given unto us not so much the knowledge, but the mind, has instilled within us the mind, which means the ability to know.  It is not the knowledge as such that is emphasized here but the mind.


When the apostle says we are in Him, the apostle refers to the entire congregation, to all the believers, to all who are in Jesus Christ.  The Son of God has given us the mind, the mind whereby we are able to know the true one.  The Son of God in the flesh has come and given us the mind to know the true God.  That God is here denoted as the true One refers undoubtedly to the fact that He is the only God.  There is no God beside Him.  He is true also in Himself: not only in distinction from other gods, but also in Himself He is the true One.  The apostle then continues and says: ‘And we are in the true one.’  We are in the true One. We lie in the sphere of the true God.  We have indeed a perfect, living, covenant fellowship with God.  That is undoubtedly implied in the phrase ‘we are in him that is true’.  We have perfect fellowship with the true God.  We are in Him in all our life, within and without, in all the expression of our life - we stand and live in fellowship with the true One.


Then the apostle adds: ‘even in his Son Jesus Christ.’  That we are in the Son means the same thing as being in the true One.  That it is possible to have fellowship with God and live in the sphere of God is due to the fact that we are in His Son.  And His Son is revealed in Jesus Christ.  As the apostle has expressed in the beginning of the verse, the Son of God is come.  So also here, the Son of God is come in the flesh in Jesus Christ our Lord.   And that Son of God, Jesus Christ, has revealed the true One, so that we are in the true One in Him.


Finally, the apostle adds:  ‘This is the true God, and eternal life.’  God is the true God, and God is eternal life.  That is also evident from what the Lord Himself says, that the Father is eternal life.  So also here: ‘this is the true God, and this is eternal life’.  He is eternal life in Himself.  And He is eternal life also for His people.  He is eternal life, essentially.  But because He is eternal life essentially in Himself, therefore He is also the source of eternal life for the people whom He has chosen and called and whom He has redeemed in Jesus Christ our Lord.”                      Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John
      “Because the truth that Jesus Christ is God is a truth that runs through all of Scripture, it is not difficult at all to multiply passages which in one way or another teach this doctrine.   Christ Himself declares that He is one with the Father; and the term that is used in the original in this connection can only be understood to mean that He is one in Essence with the Father: “I and my Father are one.” John 10:30. In I John 5:20 you have a clear example of this: ‘And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.’”

       Prof. H. C. Hoeksema in the SB article: The Voice of Our Fathers. The Belgic Confession ARTICLE X 

     “Already the Name, Jehovah, expresses that He remains what He is. He is truth and without injustice, perverseness, and distortion, Deut. 32:4, Jer. 20:10, Ps. 31:6, II Chron. 15:3. This implies, on the one hand, that He is the true, essential God over against idols,  Deut. 32:21, etc., and, on the other hand, that He as such always confirms and makes sure His words and promises, so that He is completely trustworthy. For He is no man, that He should lie or repent, Num. 23 :19, I Sam. 15:29. Whatever proceeds from Him bears the stamp of the truth. Repeatedly there is mention of His truth, Gen. 24:27, Ex. 34:6, Ps. 57:4, 61:8, 89 :15 etc. His words, paths, works, commandments, and laws, are all pure truth, II Sam. 7:28, Ps. 19:10, 25:10; 33:4, 111:7, 119:86, 142, 151; Dan. 4:37. God alone is the true, essential God, Who has revealed Himself in Christ, John 17:2, I John 5: 20. And all that He reveals is exclusively the truth. His word is truth, His gospel is truth, Christ is the truth, John 14:6, 17:17, Eph. 1:13. Yea, He is yet what He always was.”  

 



         Herman Bavinck as quoted by Rev. H. Veldman in the SB article: God is True









                                    Day Three continued
Day Three continued
Prayer:   May we close our study in prayer to our heavenly Father with thanksgiving for the blessing of understanding to know Him and to know that we are in Him, and may we ask that He grant us grace to live out of that understanding.

Thy truth and tender love are high as heaven above; Thy help we crave.

Be Thou exalted high above the lofty sky;

                                                     Lest Thy beloved die, O hear and save.    Psalter # 298 st. 2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Four - ________________________________

I John 5:21 - keeping ourselves from idols

    Today we will try to understand why John would end his letter with an abrupt reminder to his readers to keep themselves from worshipping idols.  

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:     I John 5:18-21             keep          Ex. 20:3-4               I Cor. 10:14

 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 

Study:    

1.  From what we have learned already in our studies, why do you think John would end his letter with the words ‘little children’?

2.  What is the parting admonition he gives the believers?

3.  What is an idol?  What were idols in the old dispensation?  What can idols be for us today?  

4.  Why would John write ‘keep yourselves from idols, and not ‘do not worship idols’?  Is there a difference?

5.  Are idols a danger for us?  

          How can we recognize if we are in any way serving an idol in our lives?

          How then do we keep ourselves from idols - how is this admonition to keep ourselves from idols 

               worked out in our lives?

6.  If we do not strive to keep ourselves from idols, but allow any kind of idol worship in our lives, what does that do to our worship of the only true God?

7.  Considering that a great part of the letter had to do with false teachers, and antichrists and their teachings, does this admonition to  keep themselves from idols have anything to do with false teachers?

8.  What is the significance of John closing the epistle with the word ‘Amen’?

Food for thought:    “The apostle uses the term of endearment here, ‘little children’ evidently because of the seriousness of the admonition, as well as because it is the close of the epistle.  It serves at the same time as a final greeting to them.   


The admonition that he addresses to them is: guard yourselves against, and keep yourselves from idols.  Literal idols, literal images of idols, were undoubtedly not found or worshiped by the church to whom the apostle is writing.  An idol is anything in which we trust beside the living God, mentally as well as physically.  








          Food for thought continued

Day Four continued     “And then we have many idols indeed.  Idols in this present world even outside of us, idols in our family, idols in the place of work, idols in our possessions, idols in our money or in our lack of money; but also simply mental idols, idols in our mind: anything that we worship, anything in which we trust apart from the living God is an idol. 


This admonition is very concrete and is very practical and very much to the point and very serious at the close of this epistle.  It is therefore no wonder, after having developed the truth concerning God in Christ Jesus our Lord over against the heretics, that he closes this epistle with this admonition, and introduces it by my beloved little children, guard yourselves from idols.”            Rev. H Hoeksema in Chapel Notes on I John

     “An idol is anyone or anything one may contrive or make, literally or in his imagination, which he conceives to be his god, in distinction from and in opposition to the true God Whom he is commanded in His Word to serve. An idol does not necessarily have to be an object which he can make with his hands. Whenever one departs from revelation, which tells him in no uncertain terms Who and What God is, he forms in his mind an idol.  This sin of idolatry, therefore, is not only peculiar to the heathen then who know not God. It is the sin also which God's people are liable to commit, and always do commit when they ignore or depart from God's Word and revelation.  It must not escape your attention that the words of our text are addressed to the church, not to the heathen. The apostle is speaking to the people of God who by nature are always inclined to depart from the true revelation of God. These idols we form in our mind when we worship God, not as He would have us, but as we would serve Him. 
      Amen!  That is the last word in the text, and the last word of the epistle. You know, of course, that with the use of this little word the apostle does not mean to signify that he now concludes the sentence, or the epistle; so that the word serves as a period, a punctuation mark, indicating the end of a thought. Rather, you know it means that all the apostle had written in the text, as well as in the epistle, he conceives to be the truth. The truth is the Word of God. What does not conform to God's Word is of the lie. And God's Word, as it addresses itself to the people of God in the world, is centrally the Son of God come in the flesh, revealing to them the true God. He is the revelation of the true God, and eternal life. (I John 5:20)  God's Word is the Holy Scriptures, the infallibly inspired and written Word of God, revealing to us the Christ of God from Genesis to Revelation. This is the truth. It is not a word of man in any sense of the word—of man who always speaks the lie. It is God's Word from beginning to end. Though God was pleased to use fallible, sinful men to write the Scriptures, He does so in such a way that what they wrote was only His Word. That is the truth. And that is why John adds at the conclusion of our text, and, for that matter, the entire epistle, the "amen." It signifies that what is written is the truth.”

     Rev. M. Schipper in the SB article:  No Idols, Little Children
Prayer:   As we finish looking at this first epistle the Holy Spirit moved John to write, may we give thanks to God for giving us this Word.  May we ask Him to bless these truths to our lives that we may be spiritually nourished by them and may we ask for strength to keep ourselves in the truth.

O God preserve me for in Thee alone my trust has stood;

My soul has said, Thou art my Lord, my chief and only good.

Their sorrows shall be multiplied who worship aught but Thee;

I share not in their offerings, nor join their company.

The Lord is my inheritance, the Lord alone remains 



           The fullness of my cup of bliss; The Lord my lot maintains.  Psalter# 27 st. 1,3&4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Five - ______________________________________

II John 1&2 - the truth in us and with us

    Today we begin to consider II John. “This epistle is considered almost universally to be by John.  Although the address and the language are somewhat different from the first epistle, nevertheless also in the language we can easily recognize John.”  H.H.



                      Day Five continued

Day Five continued

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    II John 1-4      elder  I Peter 5:1        elect lady   I Thess. 1:3-4    I Peter 1:2

Whom     I Peter 1:22-23   I John 3:18    III John 1    have known   John 8:32 Col. 1:5   I Tim. 2:4  I John 2:21

truth’s sake   I Cor. 9:23   II Cor. 4:5       which dwelleth    Col. 3:16       II Tim. 1:5      I Peter 1:23-25      

 1The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth; 

 2For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever. 
Study:    

1.  Why does John describe himself here as ‘the elder’ instead of apostle?  


How does he identify himself in his other writings?


   The gospel  - John 13:23       John 19:26-27      John 21:20&24



I John     I John 1:1-4



III John   III John 1



Revelation   Rev. 1:1

2.  Who is this epistle written to - who is ‘the elect lady’, and who are ‘her children’?

3.  What does John mean when he writes that he loves them ‘in the truth’?  (Rev. H. Hoeksema explains it as ‘that I love in truth’.  Does that explain it differently?)

4.  Who does John then include with him as those who love the elect lady, and how does he describe them?

5.  Verse 2 begins with ‘For the truth’s sake’.  Explain what it is that is for the truth’s sake.  What does that refer back to?  

6.  What is John saying dwells in them, and how is that true?

7.  How then will that be with them forever?

Food for thought:   “John calls himself the elder, an elder he is in the church, even though he is an apostle.  It may also be that he uses this term instead of apostle because he is already old in age.  John addresses this epistle to the elect lady and her children.  As is the interpretation of most commentators, and as has been the interpretation from of old, and as was the interpretation especially at the time of the reformation and by the reformers, we should take ‘elect lady’ as an address to the church and ‘her little children’ as an address to the saints.  I think that is most probable, that the apostle is addressing the church here, and not an individual; and not the children which she had in the natural and literal sense of the word.  This is also evident from what follows: ‘whom I love in the truth; and not only I, but all that know the truth.’  It seems to me that it is almost inconceivable that that last clause could mean that all the saints over the whole church loved this elect lady and her children.  And therefore we interpret this to mean that the church and her children, the church in general and the saints, are referred to here.  

       Food for thought continued

Day Five continued   “Of them the apostle writes: ‘whom I love in truth.’  We must note here that the apostle does not say: ‘whom I love in the truth’.  So it does not mean ‘the truth’, not in this particular instance.  He simply says: ‘I love in truth’.  And we may very well translate: ‘whom I love seriously and truly, whom I truly love.’


He continues:  ‘all they that have known the truth.’  Here the phrase means all that are not only acquainted, but are spiritually in contact with the truth as it is in Jesus Christ our Lord.  They all know and they all love the elect lady.  They all love the church and they all love her children.  Of that the apostle is certain. 


‘For the truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us’.  This belongs to the preceding clause, and gives a reason why they know the truth, why they know the truth not only intellectually, but spiritually.  The truth dwells in the believers, and because the truth dwells in them, they know the truth.  Because they have the principle of the truth in their very hearts, therefore they know the truth. Therefore they know the truth objectively, and therefore they know the truth subjectively too.  Therefore they know the truth as it is revealed not only, but they love the truth, because the truth dwells in them.  


That truth that dwells in them shall never leave them, and the truth that is revealed to them shall never leave them, not in this time, and not unto all eternity.  Even though in eternity the truth will be revealed unto them in a different fashion than in this time, and although when eternity and perfection is reached, we shall no more have any need of the Scripture, nevertheless that same truth that is revealed to us now and that is revealed in Christ, that is now revealed in the Scriptures, principally that same truth shall remain with us, shall be with us into all eternity.”   Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on II John
Prayer:  May we close our study in prayer to our Heavenly Father, giving thanks for the truth He has given us in our hearts that leads us to love one another in the truth.  May we ask Him to enlighten us to see where we are not loving the church.  

The Lord is just in all His ways, in all His works the Lord is kind,

And all that call on Him in truth in Him a present helper find.

He will fulfill the heart’s desire of those that fear Him and obey;

                Their cry the Lord will surely hear, and He will save them when they pray.  Psalter # 398 st. 2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Six - ______________________________________

II John 3 - grace, mercy and peace

      Today we will look at John’s greeting to the believers.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    II John 1-4      Rom. 1:7         I Tim.1:2         II Tim. 1:2           I Peter 1:2                 I Tim. 1:14

    Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.      

Study:    

1.  In verses 1&2 John declared to whom he was writing, and why he was writing. Here in verse 3 he addresses the first words to the believers.  How does this greeting compare to the other apostle’s greetings?


Romans 1:7        I Peter 1:2b       II Peter 1:2

2.  Define the words of the greeting:


a.  Grace


b.  Mercy


c.  Peace








Questions continued

Day Six continued   3.  Who does John tell the believers these blessings come from?

4.  Why did John add ‘in truth and love’?  What does he mean that grace, mercy and peace will be with us in truth and love?

Food for thought:    “The apostle writes: ‘grace, mercy, and peace will be with us.’  This is not the regular apostolic blessing.  Besides, the apostle says ‘shall be with us’.  It is an assurance rather than a blessing upon the congregation.  Grace shall be with us, the grace of God, the grace that is revealed in Christ Jesus. The grace that saved and does save us.  Also mercy, the tender mercy of God shall be with us because grace is with us. Grace is the fountain of all the rest.  When grace is with us, mercy is with us.  And when grace is not with us, mercy cannot be with us.  And again, when grace and mercy are with us, peace, the peace that passeth all understanding, peace with God and peace with all things in this present world, the true relation of peace between God and us, and therefore the proper relation of peace between all things and us, shall then also be with us.  


Grace, mercy and peace shall be with us from God the Father.  ‘And from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father.’  There it is evident that by God the Father is meant the first person of the Holy Trinity and not God the Father as the Triune God in relation to us.  This is evident from the last phrase:  ‘Jesus Christ is the Son of the Father.’  And therefore, as the Son of the Father, He is the second person of the Holy Trinity.


And then the apostle continues: ‘in truth and love’.  Grace, mercy and peace shall be with us in the sphere of truth and love.  Also here the text does not read: ‘the truth and the love’; but the article is not used: ‘in truth and love.’  In the sphere of truth, that is, we might say: ‘in uprightness in the truth.’  The truth that dwells in us and that is revealed becomes the sphere in which we live.  Hence the apostle says, ‘in truth’ without the article, ‘the’. It is not the objective truth, but simply an attribute, a virtue of the believer.  You would almost translate that, ‘in uprightness and love.’  In uprightness before God and before one another, and in love before God and before one another.  In that sphere, in the sphere of truth and love, grace, mercy, and peace will surely be with us.”                           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on II John

Prayer:   May we finish our study in prayer of thanksgiving, knowing that God has so blessed us with His grace out of which we have His mercy and peace.  May we ask Him to so work in us that we know His blessings as we walk in the sphere of truth and love.

In Thee, O Lord, all grace is found, Thy people shall Thy mercy know;

                     Thy truth and goodness still abound, to wrath and anger Thou art slow.  Psalter # 234 st. 3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Seven - ___________________________________

II John 4&5 - walking in truth and in love

    Today we will look at how John rejoices over the saint’s walk in the truth, and how he once again urges them to love one another.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:      II John 1-6    Vs. 4 I Thess. 2:19-20    I Thess. 3:6-10    III John 3-4

walk   Hosea 14:9      Malachi 2:6     Eph. 2:2&8

Vs. 5   not  I John 2:7-8   I John 3:11        

that we love  John 13:34-35     John 15:12         Gal. 5:22     Eph. 5:2     I Thess. 4:9    Heb. 13:1

I Peter 1:22-23   I Peter 4:8    II Peter 1:7    I John 3:14-18   I John 4:7-12&20               Day Seven continued

 Day Seven continued
  4I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father. 

 5And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. 

Study:    

1.  Why does John rejoice?

2.  Why would he write that he found ‘of’ their children walking in truth?

3.  Explain what it means that these children are ‘walking in truth’.

4.  What does beseech mean and what does John beseech the believers to do?    (I John 4:21)


Why must we be reminded again and again to obey this commandment?

5.  Read I John 2:7-10.   Does the fact that John repeats this teaching here show how important it is?


(We should keep in mind of course, that these words are inspired by the Holy Spirit, and it is not ultimately John who saw the need to write this again and again to the believers, but God who knows us and moved John to write this again and again to us.)

Food for thought:    “Either by visiting the readers or, more likely, by receiving a report from others, John rejoices greatly in the news that some of the readers are walking in the truth.  The wording is vague because John does not explain why only some of the children are obeying God’s command.  John may mean that some people obey this command while others are accepting the heretical teaching of false prophets.  However, this news would give John only partial joy.  John can also mean that he is acquainted with some of the members of the church, and that he knows that they walk in the truth.  Nevertheless, we cannot be certain of John’s intention.  We lack the necessary information.”      

  S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistles of John

“It is evident that the apostle makes a distinction here.  I think that in verses 6&7 we find that many of the church did not walk anymore in the truth.  Many of those that confessed first and were considered members of the body of Christ now have wandered away and gone into the world.  


The apostle here writes: “I rejoiced greatly, and now in connection with that, I ask thee.”   Not:  ‘I command thee’.  And not ‘I admonish thee’.  But: ‘I ask thee’.   He addresses the church as dear lady.  And as such he does not admonish the church, but asks her.  And then negatively: ‘not as if I am writing a new commandment’.  There, however, he speaks of a commandment.  But the commandment of which he writes is not a new commandment.  It is a commandment which the church knows and knew already from the beginning.  But he adds: that which we had, the commandment which we had from the beginning.  ‘I write thee, and I write thee no new commandment; but I write thee the commandment which we had from the beginning, and I write thee in order that we may love one another.’  That is the principle commandment.  That love of one another is rooted always in the love of God, in the love which we have to God. The love which we have to one another, and the love which we have to God is after all rooted in the love which God has to us.  And the love which God has to us is rooted in His very Being.  God is love and that love which God is, He directs principally to Himself as the Triune God.  









                                 Food for thought continued

Day Seven continued      “In the second place, He directs that love to our Lord Jesus Christ, His Son as He came in the flesh and died for us and rose again and is in glory.  And in that love which He has to our Lord Jesus Christ, He directs that same love to His people, the elect, and therefore to us.  And that love which God has to us is the root of the love which we have to Him.  It is a response to the love which God has to us.  And it is a response that is wrought in our hearts by the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And that love which we have toward God through the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, that love is principally the same as the love which we have to one another.  John implies that we love God, and that in that love of God we also love one another.  That is presented here as a commandment.  Not as a new commandment, but as the commandment which we had from the beginning.  And that that is presented here as a commandment, implies that we can be admonished to love one another, because we are still in our sinful nature, wherein we do not love one another.  We love one another only in principle, and that principle must be quickened by the Word of God.  And when that principle is quickened then we obey this new commandment.  In perfection, that love of one another, as well as the love of God, will never again be a commandment.  It will be natural, so to speak, for us to love.  But now, because of our imperfect nature, it is by no means natural for us to love, although in the principle sense of the word, as people of God, we love one another.”        

         Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on II John
Prayer:  May we close our study in prayer to our Heavenly Father for grace to walk in love and truth.  May we ask that He may so work in us that we are able to put down our old nature of pride and selfishness and love one another.  

O Lord, refresh us by Thy grace, revive and quicken all our powers,


           As failing streams are made to flow, replenished by abundant showers.  Psalter # 357 st. 3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Eight - ______________________________

II John 6 - and this is love

   Today we will look at John’s description of what love consists of.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:     II John 1-6          this is love   John 14:15&21     John 15:10&14    Romans 13:8-9  

                       Gal. 5:13-14     I John 5:3&15

this is the commandment     I John 2:24           Lev. 19:18          Deut. 6:5

 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 

Study:    

1.  John writes here ‘and this is love’, and then he describes what love is.  In what way then, do we love?

2.  What is it to ‘walk after’ his commandments?

3.  Why does John write here in the first part of the verse that we walk after His commandments (plural) and then he writes:  ‘This is the commandment’  (singular)?

4.  What does John mean by ‘from the beginning’?

5.  Summarize then what this verse is saying to you:












          Day Eight continued

Day Eight continued   

Food for thought:     “In verse 6 the apostle continues: ‘this is the love, that we walk according to His commandments.’  ‘This is the commandment, as ye have heard from the beginning, that ye should walk in it.’  It almost looks here as if the apostle is reasoning in a circle.  And in a way, that is true too.  But nevertheless it is very complete.  This is love.  This is not only the love which we have toward one another, but this is love, the love of God as well as the love of one another. 

      The main thought throughout is, in the first place, that we have love, that we have the love of God and that we have the love of one another principally, and that actually we do love one another  And this is that love, the love which we have of God and the love of one another, that we walk according to His commandments.  If we do not walk according to His precepts completely in the midst of the world, in other words, if we do not walk in sanctification of life, if we walk in sin, we cannot possibly love one another.  The love of one another is inseparably connected with the walking in sanctification of life.  And therefore the apostle says that we walk according to His commandment.  And this is the commandment, which we have heard from the beginning, that we walk in this - in ‘it’.  This latter expression is rather difficult.  But nevertheless, as I say, this undoubtedly refers once more to the commandment.  This is the commandment which ye heard from the beginning. That ye walk in the commandment.  And the commandment is principally that we love.  That is the principle commandment.” Rev. H Hoeksema in Chapel Notes on II John


“How do we love God and our neighbor?  By obeying the commands God has given.  The commands to love are not two individual precepts God gave the people of Israel.  Every command of God is a requirement to show love to Him and to our neighbor (see Matt. 22:36-40; Romans 13:8-10; Gal. 5:14.)  Therefore ‘love is the fulfillment of the law’ says Paul (Rom. 13:10).  When we obey God’s commands, we demonstrate our love to Him.    John’s repetition includes the hearing of the command ‘from the beginning’ and the exhortation to ‘walk in love.’  Why does John fall into repetition?  Because we have a tendency to hear but not to listen obediently.  We hear the command but fail to obey.  The old rule still holds:  ‘Repetition is the mother of learning.’  Our conduct must conform to that of Jesus, for ‘whoever claims to live in (God) must walk as Jesus did’ (I John 2:6).”


  S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:    Having learned that ‘if we do not walk in sanctification of life, if we walk in sin, we cannot possibly love one another,’ may we seek God’s grace now as we finish our study that He may reveal to us where we are not walking in sanctification, that we may turn and be able to obey His commandments and love one another. 
Teach me to know Thy holy way and think upon Thy deeds;

In grief I ask for promised grace according to my needs. 

Keep me from falsehood, let Thy law with me in grace abide;

                                 The way of faithfulness I choose, Thy precepts are my guide.  Psalter # 324 sts. 2&3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Day Nine - ________________________________

II John 7 - many deceivers are entered into the world

   Once again we will look at how a main purpose of John’s writings was to warn his readers of the spiritual dangers they were facing.  It must have remained a problem in the churches to which John wrote.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:     II John 5-8        Matt. 24:5&11           Acts 20:29-30      I Tim. 4:1      II Pet. 2:1     I John 2:18-19                       

            this     I John 2:22                I John 4:3      












Day Nine continued

Day Nine continued

   For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 
Study:    

1.  What is a deceiver - what is it to deceive?

2.  What does John mean that many deceivers entered into the world? 


(H.H. explains it as ‘gone out into the world’.)

3.  How does John describe these deceivers?


a.  What do they not confess?


b.  What final description does he give them, and once again explain what that means:

4.  This verse begins with ‘for’.  Looking back at verse 6, why does John here describe the urgent danger of these deceivers?

Food for thought:    “First of all, the apostle says that ‘many deceivers have gone out into the world.’  World here is not to be taken in an evil sense, as it often is in Scripture, but is simply to be taken in the natural sense of the word, and also the world of men.  These deceivers have gone out of the church, evidently.  That to my mind, means that they have departed from the church and are no longer recognized as members of the church but have departed with their deception and with their error into the world of men in general.  Undoubtedly it means also that these deceivers have gone out into the world to preach their false doctrine, to maintain their false doctrine, over against the doctrine of the church. 


And the doctrine of the church is that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. These deceivers deny this, that is, negatively, they do not confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.  This surely refers to the same men as were mentioned in I John 4:1-3; and therefore they refer to the group that are called Docetists.  They deny that Jesus Christ is really come in the flesh; that is, that He assumed our nature, body and soul.  And therefore, the doctrine of the church that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savior, the Anointed One of God, has appeared and really come into our human nature, that doctrine is denied by these deceivers.  They have departed from the truth, and they have departed from the church in that respect.  



The apostle adds: ‘This is the deceiver and the antichrist’.  Not: ‘a deceiver and an antichrist’.  But it is the deceiver and the antichrist.   The name antichrist means: the one that is opposed to Christ, and at the same time, the one that aims to stand instead of Christ.  This is not the antichrist in its final form and in its final manifestation.  But as John has said before, the antichrist is already in the world, and was already in the world at that time, and the principle of the antichrist is always to oppose Christ and to aim to take His place in the midst of the world.  And because that is the principle of the antichrist, therefore it is also the principle of those that deny that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.”       

         Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on II John
Prayer:   What was a danger for the saints to whom John wrote is even more of a danger in our lives.  May we end our study with prayer to God in thanksgiving for His Word to make us alert to the dangers that we face, and may we ask that He will grant us grace to fight them with His Word. 

The men who falsehood cherish, forsaking truth and right,

With wicked men shall perish, God will their sin requite.

From sin Thy saints defending, their joy, O Lord, increase




           With mercy never ending and everlasting peace.  Psalter #355 st. 3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Ten - _________________________________

II John 8&9 - abiding in the doctrine of Christ

   Today we look at John’s warning to the believers not to lose what they had learned. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   II John 6-9             I Peter chapter 2

 8Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.     
 9Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 
Study:    

1.  John writes here of ‘those things which we have wrought’.  Who is he writing about (we), and what had they ‘wrought’?           Phil. 2:15-16

2.  John then includes himself and the others who had wrought these things, and warns: ‘that we lose not those things’.  What ‘things’ is he speaking of?    Mark 13:5&23

3.  He continues: ‘That we lose not those things, but that we receive a full reward’.  Who is the ‘we’ in this part of the verse, and what is the reward John is writing about?        I John 2:24-25

4.  What does it mean that we are to look to ourselves, how is that done, and why must it be done?  

               Mark 13:5&23                      Luke 21:8                                Rev. 3:11   

5.   We know we can never merit anything.  Can the reward John is writing about here be dependent upon our work of looking to ourselves?     What does he mean?

6.  John writes in verse 8 of ‘the doctrine of Christ’.  Explain from all that we have learned what that is.


I John 2:23-24

7.  What does John write of the one who does not remain in that doctrine?


Matt. 11:27         Luke 10:22

8.  What does John write of the one who does abide in that doctrine?


John 16:27

9.   What does it mean to us that we have both the Father and the Son?


I John 1:3

Food for thought:    “The apostle says: ‘See to yourselves.’  In other words the apostle warns them of what follows.  ‘See to yourselves, in order that you do not lose.’  The purpose of their watching themselves is after all, that they do not lose what the apostles have wrought for them.  Do not lose what we have worked.  And what they have worked is the gospel.  And that gospel is being denied by the heretics, as has been expressed in verse 7.  Those that departed from them taught that Jesus Christ had not come in the flesh, and that, according to the apostle is at the same time the teaching of antichrist. 











Food for thought continued

Day Ten continued       “It is especially to that, that the apostle refers to in this verse when he says: ‘See to it that ye lose not the things we have worked’.  They, the apostles, had preached the gospel, and the heart of that gospel is undoubtedly that the Son of God has come in the flesh.  If that is not true then the whole gospel is not true.  They must not lose that which the apostles have wrought and which they have preached.  But positively, they must maintain it and believe it even over against all heretics.  And then the apostle continued: ‘but that ye receive the full reward’.  That full reward is the reward of everlasting glory.  If they lose what the apostles have taught them, then at the same time they undoubtedly lose that full reward.  ‘Receive’ means that ye may obtain the full reward.  That full reward is entirely a reward of grace.  It is not a reward which they received because of their maintaining what the apostles have wrought, but nevertheless, that reward can come unto them only in that way and in no other way.  If they should cater to the false teachers, they will at the same time lose the reward.”                          Rev. H Hoeksema in Chapel Notes on II John


“If someone leaves the faith, he regresses and faces spiritual ruin.  Also in this verse, John teaches the fundamental doctrine of the divinity of Christ.  John places the Son on the same level as the Father.  The Father and the Son are divine.  Whoever continues in Christ’s instruction has fellowship with the Father and the Son.”                                        S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John

Prayer:  May we close our study in thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for His great grace for us and in us, and may we cling to His promise of everlasting life.  

The goodness and the mercy that have aye upon me shone

Shall surely follow me through all the way till life is done;

And evermore Jehovah’s house shall be 





       My dwelling place through all eternity.     Psalter # 56 st. 3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Eleven - ______________________________________

II John 10&11 - partaker of evil deeds

      Today we will look at John’s warning concerning our receiving those who teach false doctrine.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         II John 7-11            Romans 16:17-18             I Cor. 16:22        Gal. 1:8-9       

neither    Psalm 129:4-8                  partaker    Eph. 5:11         I Timothy 5:22      Rev. 18:4-5

 10If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 

 11For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 

Study:    

1.  John now gives the believers a warning.  What doctrine does he mean by ‘this’ doctrine?

2.  What are the believers instructed to do if someone comes to share their beliefs with them, but does not bring this doctrine?

3.  From all that we have learned in our study of John, why would it be so important not to listen to this man?

4.  Give examples of how that same instruction must be applied in our lives today:

5.  But not receiving him into our house is not enough.  What does John mean when he writes:  neither bid him God speed?








Questions continued

Day Eleven continued

6.  What does verse 11 mean that if we do bid him God speed we are actually a partaker of his evil deeds?

7.  Are we prepared to be this bold in our speech and actions against false doctrine in the world we live in?

8.  What important warning is there in that last phrase ‘partaker of his evil deeds’ that should move us to be strong in speaking to those who bring false doctrine? 

9.  What are some of the false religions/cults that would bring the message that Jesus is not the only begotten Son of God?

Food for thought:    “This is a very strong expression on the part of John, and we should apply that to our lives more than we actually do.  It is very evident that he takes it as a matter of fact that someone will come to them, as they actually did.  The heretics usually maintain and spread their error, and come to those that maintain the truth.  That is the supposition in the words of verse 10:  “If anyone comes to you”, if anyone comes to you and does not carry, does not bear, therefore, does not bring this doctrine.  The doctrine to which the apostle refers is, principally the doctrine of Christ in all its implication.  It is the doctrine that Christ is the Son of God come into the flesh, and that as such He bore our sins and iniquities, and was raised to glory unto our justification.  That doctrine is the center, the heart of the doctrine of Christ.  And that doctrine the heretics denied.  And the apostle, mind you, does not say only, ‘if anyone comes to you and denies this doctrine’, but, ‘if anyone comes to you and does not carry this doctrine’.  He must positively proclaim and teach and confess the doctrine of Christ in all its implications.  And if anyone does not bring that doctrine, then the apostle says: ‘do not bring him into your house’.  It is probably pretty difficult not to receive him in the house at all.  But the idea is that as soon as one does not bring this doctrine, but brings another doctrine that is not the doctrine of Christ, and as soon as it becomes evident that he comes into your house for that purpose, then simply cast him out, have nothing to do with him, show him the door, and have no fellowship with him whatsoever.  That, therefore, is a very strong expression.


And what follows is perhaps even stronger: ‘Do not say to him, God speed’.  Do not greet him.  Do not even say to him: “God bless you.  I hope you are doing well.”  Not at all.  He is not worthy of it when he brings that false doctrine.  


And then the apostle says: “One who greets him, one who says to him ‘God bless you’, has fellowship with his evil works”.  Those evil works which the apostle mentions are principally again the false doctrine, the doctrine that denies that Christ is the Son of God, and therefore, the doctrine that denies all the implications of the truth concerning Christ.  If anyone greets him and wishes him God’s blessing, he has fellowship with the evil of that doctrine.  However, the apostle does not simply say that he has fellowship with the doctrine but also is a partaker of his evil deeds.  The doctrine is not only an abstract doctrine, but bears fruit in evil works.  If one does not confess Christ in all its implications, the inevitable fruit is that one walks in sin and iniquity.  Therefore we must not greet anyone that brings that doctrine, or receive him into our house.”                                                               Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on II John
Prayer:   May we close our study in prayer, asking God to bless us with wisdom to recognize false doctrine and courage to turn away when we are confronted with it.  
The foes of Zion shall be brought to hopeless flight and put to shame;

Their wicked plans shall come to nought and all mankind forget their name.

To them no kindly friend shall say, God bless you now and speed you well;

                       No grateful heart for them shall pray, may God’s rich blessing on you dwell.  











Psalter # 361 sts. 3&4

Day Twelve - _____________________________________

II John 1:12&13 - that our joy may be full

     Today we will consider the conclusion of John’s letter to these believers. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:        II John      
    12Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full. 

 13The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.

Study:    

1.  Summarize what John is saying to the believers in verse 12.

2.  What value would there be for them to speak face to face, and what is John sure that that will result in?

3.  John closes his epistle in a similar way to how he began it.  Who is the elect sister who greets the ‘elect lady’ and who are her ‘children’?

4.  Once again John closes this epistle with the word Amen.  What meaning does ‘Amen’ have here?

Food for thought:  “John expresses that he does not want to write very much because he would rather speak with them mouth to mouth.  However, he says he has many things to write them.  We could probably wish that he had written them all, and that therefore we would have them in the Scriptures.  But evidently that is not the case not only, but that is not the will of God.  The things which God intended to write, principally had already been expressed.  As we have seen even in this second epistle, he has already repeated many things that he had also written in the first epistle.  At any rate, John still had many things in mind that he could write to them.  But he does not wish to write through pen and ink.


He continues that he hopes that he soon can come unto them, and then speak to them mouth to mouth.  Speaking to the church and speaking to the believer mouth to mouth is always better anyway than simply to write with pen and ink.  That is not only the case with John as an apostle, (although his writing has authority, and ours does not), but that is also the case with us.  It is always very defective when we write, for the simple reason that when we write, the readers cannot respond and cannot answer and cannot ask questions.  For that reason, if it is at all possible it is much more profitable to speak with the believers and to speak with the congregation face to face.  The original text has mouth to mouth.  That implies something stronger than ‘face to face’, namely, that the believers to whom the apostle talks can respond and can speak also; when the apostle talks to them, then they can think and can ask whatever questions they have in mind, whatever problems they have.  For that reason it is much better to talk mouth to mouth, also for the apostle. The purpose why the apostle expresses that hope is ‘that our joy may be full’.  He wants to speak with them and hopes to come to them in order to speak mouth to mouth with them in order that their joy may become full.  Now there are all kinds of problems and probably all kinds of misconceptions.  But when he speaks to them mouth to mouth, that all may be removed; and the result is that the joy of the believers and the apostle, their mutual joy, may be full.








                                             Food for thought continued

Day Twelve continued   “Briefly the apostle concludes, by saying: “The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.”  This greeting is undoubtedly of the church which John at the time served, the congregation of the apostle John, and he calls her the elect sister.  The children of thy elect sister greet you.  The elect sister is, of course, the church.”


         Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on II John

      Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 52; Question and Answer 129:

         “What doth the word ‘Amen’ signify?


 Amen signifies, it shall truly and certainly be: for my prayer is more assuredly heard of God, than I 


      feel in my heart that I desire these things of him.” 

Prayer:  May we close our study of this epistle with thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for His living Word of instruction to us.  May we ask Him to bless it to our hearts and minds, that we may live out of it to His glory.
I am Thine, O give me wisdom, make me know Thy truth, I pray;

Sinners have despised Thy statutes; Now, O Lord, Thy power display.

Lord, I love Thy good commandments and esteem them more than gold;




All Thy precepts are most righteous; hating sin, to these I hold.  Psalter # 336 st. 2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Thirteen - _____________________________

I John 5:18 through II John - Review

     Today we review I John 5:18-21 and II John, using notes from Rev. H. Hoeksema, Simon Kistemaker,   

Herman Bavinck, Prof. H. C. Hoeksema and Rev. M. Schipper. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:  I John 5:18 through II John       

Review:
 18We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 

 18We know (We are sure that that is the case) that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; (one who is born of God has the life of God in himself, and in as far as that is the case - which is principally true - he does not sin.   Seeing that God forgives, legally he is not a sinner, and spiritually and ethically he is not a sinner because he lives in repentance.) but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, (by virtue of the reborn life that is in him, by virtue of the life out of God that is in the believer, he keeps himself too.  He fights, and keeps himself from the evil way.) and that wicked one toucheth him not. (the devil cannot touch him because the believer stands outside of the power of the devil.  Because he  is born of God, and because he keeps himself according to the principles of the new life from every evil way, the devil can never touch the one who is sorry for his sin.  That is forever impossible.)

 19And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 

 19And we know (we know with experiential knowledge) that we are of God, (that God is the fount and the origin of our subjective spiritual life, and that the life we have because of regeneration has its source in God Himself) and the whole world lieth in wickedness. (the entire evil world, the whole world of men lies in the evil one, in the devil himself.   All men and the whole world are passively in the power of sin.)

 20And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 

                Day Thirteen continued

Day Thirteen continued
 20And we know that the Son of God is come, (all the believers know that the Son of God has come in the flesh, has come in the world, and has become revealed unto us in our Lord Jesus) and hath given us an understanding, (and has instilled within us the mind, the ability to know.)  that we may know him that is true, (That God is here denoted as the true One refers undoubtedly to the fact that He is the only God. He is truth) and we are in him that is true, (We lie in the sphere of the true God.  We have indeed a perfect, living, covenant fellowship with God.) even in his Son Jesus Christ. (That it is possible to have fellowship with God and live in the sphere of God is due to the fact that we are in His Son Jesus Christ.) This is the true God, and eternal life. (God is the true God, and God is eternal life.(HH)  // Jesus Christ is God.  Christ Himself declares that He is one with the Father; and the term that is used in the original in this connection can only be understood to mean that He is one in Essence with the Father. This (Jesus Christ) is the true God, and eternal life. (HCH)

 21Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

 21Little children, (the term of endearment evidently because of the seriousness of the admonition, as well as because it is the close of the epistle.) keep yourselves from idols. (guard yourselves against idols - anything in which we trust or worship beside the living God.)  Amen. (all the apostle had written in the text, as well as in the epistle, he conceives to be the truth.) 
2 John 1

 1The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth; 
 1The elder (It may be that John uses this term instead of apostle because he is already old in age) unto the elect lady (an address to the church in general) and her children, (an address to the saints in the church) whom I love in the truth; (whom I love seriously and truly, whom I truly love.) and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth; (all that are not only acquainted, but are spiritually in contact with the truth as it is in Jesus Christ our Lord - they all know and they all love the elect lady and her children.)   

 2For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever. 

 2For the truth's sake, (this belongs to the precious verse - all they that have known the truth - this gives the reason why they know the truth spiritually) which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever. (Because they have the principle of the truth in their very hearts, therefore they know the truth.  And the truth that is revealed to them shall never leave them, not in this time, and not unto all eternity.)

 3Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

 3Grace be with you, (an assurance rather than a blessing upon the congregation - grace shall be with us, the grace of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus. Grace is the fountain of all the rest) mercy, (the tender mercy or pity of God shall be with us because grace is with us) and peace, (and the peace that passeth all understanding, peace with God and peace with all things in this present world, the true relation of peace between God and us) from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.   (That we live in the sphere of truth and love is simply an attribute, a virtue of the believer.  In the sphere of truth and love, grace, mercy, and peace will surely be with us.)  
 4I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father. 

4I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father. (John rejoices greatly in the news that some of the readers are walking in the truth as they had learned from God.)



                                                   Day Thirteen continued

Day Thirteen continued




 5And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. 

 5And now I beseech thee, lady, (He addresses the church as dear lady.  And as such he does not admonish the church, but asks her.)  not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, (the commandment of which he writes is not a new commandment.  It is a commandment which the church knows and knew already from the beginning.) that we love one another. (And I write thee in order that we may love one another.  That is the principle commandment.  That love of one another is rooted always in the love of God, in the love which we have to God.)

 6And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 

 6And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. (And this is that love, the love which we have of God and the love of one another, that we walk according to His commandments.)This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. (This is the commandment which ye heard from the beginning. That ye walk in the commandment.  And the commandment is principally that we love.)

 7For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

 7For many deceivers are entered into the world, (many deceivers, have gone out of, departed from, the church, into the world of men) who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. (These deceivers deny that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, they do not bring that truth as they go into the world teaching.) This is a deceiver and an antichrist (Because the principle of the antichrist is always to oppose Christ and to aim to take His place in the midst of the world, therefore he that denies that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is antichrist, although not in its final form and in its final manifestation.)  

 8Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 

 8Look to yourselves, (Watch yourselves) that we lose not those things which we have wrought, (that they (ye) do not lose what the apostles have wrought for them and in them.)  but that we receive a full reward. (That full reward is the reward of everlasting glory.)

 9Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 

 9Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. (Whoever goes outside of the sphere of the teaching of Christ does not have God.) He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. (He that continues in the teaching that Christ is divine has fellowship with the Father and the Son.)

 10If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 
 10If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, (Anyone that comes to you and brings his own teaching and does not bring the teaching that Christ, the only begotten Son of God has come in the flesh) receive him not into your house, (do not receive him into your house - as soon as it becomes evident that he comes into your house for that purpose, then simply cast him out) neither bid him God speed:  (Do not even say to him: “God bless you.  I hope you are doing well.”  Not at all.  He is not worthy of it when he brings that false doctrine.) 
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Day Thirteen continued
 11For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 
 11For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (One who greets him, one who says to him ‘God bless you’, has fellowship with his evil doctrine and is a partaker of his evil deeds, for doctrine bears fruit in evil works.)

 12Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

12Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full. (John expresses that he does not want to write very much because he would rather speak with them mouth to mouth; and when he speaks to them the result is that the joy of the believers and the apostle, their mutual joy, may be full.)

 13The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.

 13The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.  (the greeting was undoubtedly from the congregation of the church which John at the time served.  The saints of that church greet the saints to whom the letter was written.)    

Food for thought:   These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.   Revelation 14:4b
   “This describes God's people as to their essence, not as to their consistent practice. While they were on the earth they did not perfectly follow the Lamb. But God saw them as always essentially in the Lamb, as one with Him. And those one with the Lamb essentially follow Him.  In all that He did, the Lamb had as His motive this: love! He loved the Father who had sent Him, and He loved those given Him of the Father. There was no limit to His love, either for the Father or for the sheep. His love of His Father drove Him to obey Him—even unto death. His love was obedience. That was the primary evidence of His love. Because He loved His Father, He did what the Father willed.  Love is the mark of the new birth. Love shows that the life of the Lamb is within. Love is the proof that their faith is genuine. "He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love" (I John 4:8). For those who follow the Lamb, loving as He loved means obeying His and their Father. Whatever the Father commands, the Lamb and His followers want to obey. Not their will, but His will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. It is our love for God that makes us desire to obey Him. The Lamb's love motivates us to obey God in all of our life (I John 5:2).” 

                           Rev. Ronald VanOverloop in the SB article:  Followers of the Lamb


Prayer:   May we end this lesson in thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for the gift of His Son, and may we ask Him for the desire and the strength to live in obedience to Him and love to one another.   

Keep me from falsehood, let Thy law with me in grace abide;

The way of faithfulness I choose, Thy precepts are my guide.
I cleave unto Thy truth, O Lord; from shame deliver me;

In glad obedience I will live through strength bestowed by Thee.

                                                                                       Psalter #324 sts. 3&4
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