Women’s Bible Study  

The Epistles of I, II, III John and Jude

Lesson Thirteen

Jude 1-16

     The book of Jude deals with the very important subject of apostasy in the church.  “There were certain men who justified their wicked deeds and actively taught others to follow them. They "turned the grace of God into lasciviousness" (lustful, sexual expression). They were antinomian (against the law of God), claiming that grace freed a man from the obligation to keep the law.”           


           Rev. Jason L. Kortering in the Standard Bearer article:  Jude—Contend Earnestly For the Faith

Note once again, that some of the quotes by Rev. H. Hoeksema have been paraphrased. 
Study for meeting held ___________________________ 
Day One - __________________________

Jude 1-2 - Jude’s greeting 

    Today we will look at Jude, and his greeting to those to whom he wrote this inspired letter.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   Jude 1-16 

 1Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 

 2Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.       

Study:    

1.  How does Jude introduce himself to the believers to whom he is writing?

2.  Explain who Jude is (we covered this in our first lesson):

3.  Who is Jude writing to?


4.  Jude describes these believers in three ways.  Explain the meaning of those three descriptions:


Sanctified       John 17:17-19              Eph. 5:25-26                


Preserved       John 6:39                     I Thess. 5:23                II Timothy 4:18


Called
          I Thess. 2:12                II Thess. 2:13-14          I Peter 5:10

5.  Jude then gives a blessing to those to whom he writes.  Define the meaning of the three things Jude desires God to multiply upon these saints:


Mercy

Deut. 4:31                  II Sam. 24:14               Psalm 86:5


Peace

Gen. 43:23

Psalm 29:11

 John 20:21                    


Love

Jeremiah 31:3


I John 3:1

6.  After looking at what these blessings mean, consider what it means that they be ‘multiplied’ in our lives.

Food for thought:   “Jude calls himself simply a servant of Christ.  Even from that we may conclude that he was not an apostle; otherwise undoubtedly he would have said, ‘apostle of Jesus Christ.’  Further, he defines himself as ‘brother of James’.  





          Food for thought continued

Day One continued    “It is most likely that this James is the one who was for some time the head of the church in Jerusalem.  If that is so, then Jude, who was the brother of James, was at the same time the brother of Christ according to the flesh.  He was not a brother of the Son of God, and Christ is the Son of God come into the flesh.  In that sense we can hardly say that Jude was a brother of the Lord.  But at any rate that is no doubt the meaning of ‘brother of James.’  


Jude writes ‘to those beloved by God the Father.’  They are the believers who are through Jesus Christ in the sphere of God, in the sphere of the knowledge of God.  With their whole life, through faith in Jesus Christ, they are in God, in the sense that they have most intimate fellowship with Him.  Jude adds:  ‘kept, called by Jesus Christ.’  Believers are called, called through the Word and by the Spirit, both inwardly and outwardly.  And in that calling they are kept to the very end, so that that calling is never made void.


Usually we read the greeting of ‘grace and peace.’  Maybe sometimes also ‘love’ is included.  But here it is, ‘mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.’  Mercy emphasizes the attitude of God towards the saints, although also the experience of the mercy is not excluded.  This means certainly first of all, that the mercy of God as mercy of God is multiplied unto them, but it undoubtedly also implies that this mercy is experienced in their hearts.  It is emphasized by, ‘be multiplied.’


Peace emphasizes the condition of the saints, although also here, the peace of God that passeth all understanding, as peace of God, is not excluded.  Nevertheless, ‘peace’ rather than ‘mercy’ emphasizes the spiritual condition of the saints: they have peace.  Peace is the experience in their hearts of the harmonious relation to God in Jesus Christ which they possess.  And ‘love’ also may emphasize particularly the love of God, as it usually does in Scripture.  But also here, it is the love as it is poured out in the hearts of the saints that is by no means excluded.  All these, the apostle says, may be multiplied unto you.  The meaning is that in all these, through the grace of God, they may grow, and that their experience of all three may become more emphatic in their hearts and minds.  That is the greeting.”   







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude
Prayer:   May we end our study today with praise and thanksgiving to God for the blessings we experience from Him, and may we ask for grace to live out of those blessings to His glory.

How blest are they whom Thou does choose to come and in Thy courts abide;

                             Communing in Thy holy house, with good we shall be satisfied. Psalter #166 st.3 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Two - _______________________________

Jude 3 - that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 

     Today we will look at the purpose for which Jude wrote this epistle.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    Jude 1-4     common salvation   Titus 1:4        II Pet. 1:1             exhort   Titus 1:9   Titus 2:15

    contend     Phil. 1:27-28           I Thess. 2:2            delivered    II Peter 3:1-2

 3Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.      

Study:    

1.  About what, did Jude begin to write these saints with diligence?

2.  What did he then find it was needful for him to write about?

3.  What is the meaning of ‘exhort’ here and why do you think Jude used that term?        Questions continued

Day Two continued

4.  What is ‘the faith once delivered unto the saints’?

5.  What did it mean then for these saints to earnestly contend for that faith, and how were they to do that?

6.  What is it for us to earnestly contend for the faith?  Is it any different for us?  


Explain how that contending is worked out in our lives.

Food for thought:   “The apostle addresses them immediately as ‘beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ.’  And he says that he is making all diligence, all haste, to write unto them.  That he speeds, that he is diligent to write unto them concerning that common salvation has its cause and reason in the fact that there are heretics, as we shall presently notice.  The common salvation means the salvation that is well-known to them, the commonly known salvation.  Then he continues: ‘having need to write to you, admonishing you to contend for the faith that has been once delivered to the saints.’  This is the reason why he writes this entire epistle to them. 


The object of this admonition and of the writing is what follows.  There are those who have confused the faith that has once been delivered to the saints.  The word ‘once’ refers to all that has already been delivered to the church.  It refers not only to the New Testament and to the apostles, but also to the Old Testament, Moses and the prophets.  In all the Scriptures the common faith has been delivered to the saints.  It is evident that ‘faith’ here is to be taken in the objective sense of the word.  The objective knowledge of the faith in Jesus Christ our Lord is meant here by the apostle.” 








 Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude


“What is the faith Jude mentions?  In view of the context, we understand the word faith to mean the body of Christian beliefs. Thus, it is not the trust and confidence that the individual believer has in God, for that is subjective faith. In this passage Jude speaks of Christian doctrine, that is, objective faith.


Jude urges his readers ‘to contend for the faith.’  The New Testament concept ‘to contend’ is familiar to his readers.  In brief, it means to exert oneself without distraction, to attain a goal.  It means self-denial to overcome obstacles, to avoid perils, and if need be to accept martyrdom.  Jude implies that the members of the church must exert themselves in spreading the gospel and defeating heresy.”


 


       S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistle of Jude
Prayer:   May we close our study today by giving thanks to our Heavenly Father that He has made known to us our need to fight for and maintain the faith which He has given us, and ask Him for grace to fight that battle each day.
Thou, Lord, art near to me, and true are Thy commands;

Of old Thy testimonies show Thy truth eternal stands,






   Thy truth eternal stands.     Psalter # 339 st. 4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Three - ____________________________  

Jude 4 - ordained to condemnation 

    Today we consider the warning behind Jude’s purpose in writing. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:        Jude 1-8       crept        Gal. 2:4       Eph. 4:14      ordained   Rom. 9:21-22        I Pet. 2:8    

 ungodly    II Pet. 2:5-6      II Pet. 3:7       turning     Rom. 6:1-2    Gal. 5:13       denying     II Peter 2:1                     

 4For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                                                               Day Three continued

Day Three continued

Study:    

1.  Jude now gives a reason for his urgent teaching for the saints to contend for the faith. Who did Jude warn them about?  

2.  How did those men come?

3.  What does Jude mean that they were ‘before of old ordained’ to this condemnation, and what condemnation does he mean?

4.  What did they ‘do’ with the grace of God?    And what does that mean?

5.  Who did they deny?

6.  Is that always a danger in the true church?     

              Phil. 3:2        Col. 2:8       II Tim. 3:6-7        II John 7-8

Food for thought:   “The apostle speaks here of men who secretly creep into the church.  This is usually the case with heretics; they attempt to corrupt and destroy the church.  They creep into the church unawares.  They do that first of all by creating the appearance that they are true believers.  But in the second place they do this by giving the impression that they mean to walk in faith and that they are really pious men and that they fight for the truth.  In that way, they creep in unawares.  This does not necessarily mean that they came from the outside into the church.  They may very well have been members before this.  But nevertheless, they gradually try to corrupt the church, and so creep in unawares. 


The writer says that they have been of old ordained unto this judgment, unto this very condemnation.  They have not only been predicted that they would come into the church; but they have also of old been ordained.   The fact that God ordained these men to this very condemnation, in order that they might attempt to corrupt the church, ultimately has for its purpose that the church might be purified.  Even those that try to corrupt the church must serve the purpose that the church might be rid of those that do not believe, of the carnal element that is always in the church and that always tries to corrupt the church and destroy her.  For that reason, that they have been ordained is for a good purpose, the purpose that they might purify the church; although this is not their purpose, but God’s purpose only.


Jude continues and describes these as ungodly men.  They do not fear God.  Although they leave for a time the impression that they are believers, and therefore can creep in unawares, they nevertheless are men without the fear of God.  They changed the grace of God into lasciviousness, which means that they walk in carnal corruption.  When Jude says that they changed the grace of God into such carnal corruption in which they walk, he means that while they confess the grace of God, and while they give the appearance that they are believers together with the church, nevertheless, their entire walk is contrary to that appearance and contrary to the faith of the believers.  They walk in corruption, and so they change the grace of God, the appearance of which they maintain, into corruption.  And while they walk according to the flesh, they nevertheless maintain that they are believers.  And undoubtedly they even defend the walking in the world and the walking according to the flesh by maintaining that that is a true manifestation of grace.  Today also, men who claim to have the grace of God in their heart, nevertheless walk in lasciviousness and maintain that that is true Christian freedom, and they therefore defend their ungodly walk. 


They deny the only Lord God.  They also deny our Lord Jesus Christ.   They deny that because in all their ways and in all their walk, while they change the grace of God into lasciviousness, they certainly show that they do not believe in the only Lord God, and that they do not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.”                                                                                  





             Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude










                      Food for thought continued

Day Three continued     

“These are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality.  What are these intruders doing that they deserve divine condemnation?  To put it in the words of Paul, “They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. Their personal conduct betrays godlessness (compare vs. 15&18), for these men think that God’s grace allows them to indulge in unbridled sexual freedom.  The word ‘grace’ signifies God’s forgiving love whereby the sinner receives freedom to serve God and to express his gratitude.  These false instructors, however, teach the Christians to use that freedom not to honor God but to satisfy their sexual lusts (see Gal. 5:13).  These people pervert the teachings of God’s Word by engaging in a life of sexual filth.  The term license for immorality is an expression Peter employs to describe the shameful homosexual conduct of the Sodomites (II Peter 2:7).”       





       S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistle of Jude
Prayer:    As we finish our study today may we give thanks to God for His Word of instruction and warning, and ask that He will enable us to use these truths to contend for the faith He has so freely given us. 

In God, the Lord, I rest, His word of grace I praise,

His promise stands secure, nor fear nor foe dismays;

In God I put my trust, I neither doubt nor fear, 

                                          For man can never harm with God my helper near.    Psalter #151 st.5 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Four - _________________________  

Jude 5-6 - disobedience leads to judgment  

     Today we will look at the beginning of many examples Jude wrote to the believers to impress upon them the seriousness of the sins of the ungodly men he was warning them about. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    Jude 1-8        Numbers 14:26-30    Num. 26:63-65              Heb. 3:16-19

angels   John 8:44         Isaiah 14:12-15         II Peter 2:4       reserved  Matt. 25:41      Rev. 20:10          

5a I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this,

5b how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 

6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.      

Study:    

1.  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Jude now teaches the believers the critical danger these ungodly men bring.  
Why would he tell the believers he will ‘put them in remembrance’?

2.  Explain what Jude means in the first example, 5b, and what that has to do with these saints knowing the danger of the ungodly in their midst.


Who did the Lord save?


Who did the Lord destroy?


How does this show them the danger of the ungodly in their midst?

3.  Explain what Jude means in the second example, verse 6:


Who were these angels?


What two things did they do?


How is God ‘reserving’ them, and to what end is He reserving them?


What does that teach the believers about the ungodly in their midst?                    Day Four continued

Day Four continued
Food for thought:   “This is the beginning of a series of illustrations or examples of those in the congregation who turned the grace of God into lasciviousness.  The three examples show that God expressed and executed judgment upon the wicked, but also illustrate their real wickedness, the wickedness of those in the congregation that turned the grace of God into lasciviousness.  I think we must keep both elements here.  


Jude writes: “Seeing that ye once knew all things, I wish to remind you.”  That means that the congregation knew the things that pertained to the gospel; all things. He reminds them now of some examples.  The first example is that the Lord saved the people out of Egypt.  He saved them by a mighty hand out of the land of Egypt and led them through the Red Sea safely.  This means all the people that were conducted by Moses.  They were all saved, all led out of Egypt.  But then Jude adds:  “But the second time he destroyed those who did not believe.”  This refers to the destruction of the unbelieving people in the desert, even before they entered into the land of Canaan.  Those people were wicked, although God had led them out of the house of bondage, and although He led them to the very borders of the land of Canaan, they did not believe, although they had every reason to believe, also through all the signs and wonders which God had showed them.  He gave them manna throughout the journey through the desert; He gave them water out of the rocks; and He performed many other wonders.  He led them through all the desert in a pillar of fire and a pillar of cloud, but in spite of all those signs they did not believe.  Therefore, in their unbelief they showed their wickedness.  And showing their wickedness, God destroyed them in the desert.  That is an illustration or example of the wicked in the church: the ungodly who turn the grace of God into lasciviousness.  That is also an example of the judgment that will certainly come upon them.  



It is probably not so easy to explain that the angels did not keep their own position.  Estate should probably be interpreted ‘position’.  Every angel had his own position in glory before the fall.  That position in which they ruled over a certain part of heaven, together with the other angels, and in which they were called to be in subjection unto God and to serve Him - - that official position they did not keep.   And they ‘left their own habitation’.  It is very evident that the fall of the angels took place at the same time and that the devil was their head; the devil occupied a position of great power and authority in the state of righteousness, and he was ruler over many angels; and he, together with the angels, fell even before the fall of men.  The sin of these angels was certainly not that they left heaven in order to commit adultery with the daughters of men as is believed by some.  This is quite contrary to all we read in scripture.  According to the text, the sin of the angels was that they left their station and left their own habitation.  


The leaving of their own habitation means that, although they still stayed in heaven, as they did, they nevertheless did no longer dwell in heaven with God.  In that sense they had no fellowship with God.  In that sense they must have left their own habitation.  This is undoubtedly true because in the Old Dispensation even the devil still had access to heaven.  God keeps them under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.  


The great day is the day of the Lord; called the great day because it is the end of all things and the beginning of things eternal.  Jude is speaking of the apostate angels, and these apostate angels are kept unto the judgment of the great day.  In that day Christ will be Judge, not only of men, but also of the angels, as is evident from this text too.  Chains is a figurative term.  It means that they are in a state from which they can never be removed.  Their state is already settled.  They are kept in eternal chains.  It does not necessarily mean that they are kept without any liberty.  That is not the meaning here.  In those chains they can still move and with the prince of the devils accomplish their evil work until the great day of judgment. Nevertheless, with those eternal chains they are kept under darkness.  They cannot come to the light, cannot be converted as the elect among men can; but their state is so settled that with all their mind and will, they move about in the sphere of darkness.  And in that sphere of darkness they are kept.”  

                                                                                   Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude

Prayer:  As we think about these inspired examples of Jude, may we ask God to make us aware of our words and actions and to open to us the desires of our hearts that may be in rebellion to Him, and that He may turn us to obedience. 







       Day Four continued

Day Four continued

Thus speaks the Lord to wicked men; My statutes why do ye declare:

Why take My covenant in your mouth, since ye for wisdom do not care?

For ye My holy words profane and cast them from you in disdain.

Thus have ye done; I silence kept, and this has been your secret thought,

That I was wholly as yourselves, to take your evil deeds as nought. 

                          I will reprove you and array your deeds before your eyes this day.  Psalter#138 sts. 1&3  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Five - __________________________________  

Jude 7 - set forth for an example 

     Today we look at the third in the first set of examples Jude gave from God’s Word.  “These are the three examples of divine condemnation.  And Jude uses them as a contrast to the concept of salvation (vs. 3).”



 
   


S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude
Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       Jude 1-8       Sodom and Gomorrah    Gen. 13:13      Gen. 19: 24-26       Jer. 50:40

strange    Gen. 19:4-5         Rom. 1:26-27         I Cor. 6:9       example    Matt. 11:23-24       II Pet. 2:6

eternal fire      Is. 33:14       Matt. 25:41      

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, 

7b are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.   

Study:    

1.  Jude uses a final example of the wickedness of the ungodly deniers in the midst of the church.   From what you know about Sodom and Gomorrah, what is the main lesson in their destruction?

2.  What does it mean that these cities ‘gave themselves over to fornication’?

3.  What does it mean that they went after ‘strange flesh’?

4.  According to verse 7b, what was the end of these cities, and why then are they set forth as an example?

5.  Why would Jude compare the vileness of Sodom and Gomorrah with the deeds of the ungodly men in the midst of those to whom he was writing?

Food for thought:   “The third example is rather clear.  Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities about them were destroyed, as we know, completely, because of their wickedness.  They were destroyed by fire so that there was nothing left of them.  The question is, what is meant by the words ‘in like manner’?   In like manner as Sodom and Gomorrah, so also these cities committed fornication; they went after strange flesh.  This does not mean simply the same as adultery; but it certainly also means, as is well-known as far as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities are concerned, that they committed fornication, men with men and women with women.  But I think it means still more.  Going after strange flesh, other flesh, also means, to my mind, that they committed fornication with beasts.  Not only with men did they commit fornications, but also with beasts as is described and as Israel is forbidden to do in Leviticus 18:22-25.  So it is evident that already at that time not only Sodom and Gomorrah, but also the nations, committed the same corruption.  


The destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah is an illustration or example of eternal destruction, of eternal hell fire.  These cities suffered the vengeance of God’s wrath in such a way that they were destroyed and that at the same time they were already condemned to hell.”

                                              Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude   Day Five continued
Day Five continued

Prayer:  May we end our study today with prayer to our gracious Heavenly Father, believing it is only by His grace that we are kept from the rebellion that was true of those in the examples we have studied.  May we ask Him for grace to walk in obedience to His Word.

The mighty King loves justice well, and equity ordains;

He rules His people righteously and faithfulness maintains.

O magnify the Lord our God, let Him exalted be;

                                          In worship at His footstool bow, the Holy One is He.   Psalter #265 st. 2 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Six - _____________________________  

Jude 8 - defiling, despising and speaking evil 


Today we will look at how Jude connected behavior of the ungodly men who were denying Christ in the midst of these believers, to the three examples he just gave.    
Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   Jude 5-11      defile       I Cor. 3:17         I Tim. 1:9-10   

     despise   Heb. 13:17                         speak      Eccl. 10:20            Acts 23:5
    II Peter 2:10b
8. Likewise also these filthy dreamers 

8b. defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 
Study:    

1.  John now clearly gives his purpose in the examples he has given.  How does he describe the ungodly in the first part of this verse and why would he give them that description?

2.  Describe what Jude meant in the three sins he charges them with:


What does it mean that they defile the flesh?


What does it mean that they despise dominion?


What does it mean that they speak evil of dignities?

3.  Is this warning relevant for us today?  Are there ungodly in the church that are a danger to us, and we must heed these warnings?

Food for thought:  “The author has spoken of different illustrations of these filthy dreamers: to those that were disobedient in the desert, the angels, and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.  To them Jude compares these ‘dreamers’, as he calls them.  The word means literally ‘dreamers’; but it has here a carnal and evil sense.  The translation is therefore undoubtedly correct; filthy dreamers, they are filled with sensuality and corruption.  Jude says that they defile the flesh which means that they corrupt their natural existence, corrupt their whole nature.  Jude adds that they ‘despise dominion and speak evil of dignities’.  According to some interpreters ‘dignities’ simply refers to any authorities, political authorities, authorities in the church -  ecclesiastical authorities.  But most modern interpreters make it refer to angels, whether evil angels or good angels.
 I prefer the interpretation of Calvin and others, that simply authorities in the world are meant, maybe particularly, the authorities in the church.  It is not impossible, because these persons who are mentioned here are evidently antinomians, that these terms refer to authorities in the church.  I prefer to interpret the text as meaning authorities in the world, not in heaven.”                      Rev. H Hoeksema in Chapel Notes on Jude










                      Food for thought continued

Day Six continued      “Now Jude offers more detail: he describes the acts of these men with the three verbs: pollute, reject, and slander.  These dreamers pollute their own bodies.  They indulge in sexual excess that is comparable to the sins committed by the residents of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Jude refers to the godless men who deliberately reject divine authority.  The words “reject authority” mean that these men scorn God’s authority over them. They want to rule their own lives and want to be free from the lordship of Jesus Christ.  The last vice Jude mentions is slandering celestial beings.  Peter says virtually the same thing when he relates that these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings’, II Peter 2:10b.  Why are these godless men slandering angels?  In their desire for complete freedom, the infidels slandered angels and refused to accept the authority of anyone connected with the law.  In other words, their ‘slandering’ of the angels was a way of detaching the Law from God and interpreting it simply as an evil.”        





           S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistle of Jude
Prayer:    Having been warned today of the evil acts of men who rebel, may we examine ourselves for those evils that we hold to, and ask God to cleanse us from them, and to lead us to live holy lives in thanksgiving to Him. 

Against me my besetting sins prevail from day to day,

But Thou in Thy forgiving grace wilt take them all away.

O blest the man whom Thou dost choose, and draw in love to Thee,

                                      That in Thy sacred courts, O Lord, He may a dweller be.   Psalter #172 sts.2&3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Seven - __________________________  

Jude 9- the Lord rebukes 

    Today we will see how Jude continues to describe the ungodly men, and compares their bold sinful actions with the meekness of the archangel. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       Jude 8-11     Michael   Daniel 10:13        Rev. 12:7               body        Deut. 34:5&6 

                        railing  II Pet. 2:9-11                     the Lord rebuke   Zech. 3:1-2

 9Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 

Study:    

1.  Describe who Michael is:

2.  Do we read about this battle between Michael and the devil elsewhere in scripture?

3.  What do we know from scripture about the body of Moses?    Deut. 34:5&6 

4.  What do we read about Moses in Matt.17: 1-8? 

5.   Why do you think there would be a dispute about Moses’ body?

6.   Why would Michael not dare to accuse the devil during this ‘battle’?

7.   What did Michael do instead of accusing the devil?

8.  Read verses 8 and 9 and explain why Jude gives this example of Michael here in connection with his warning about the wickedness of the ungodly in the midst of the church.                       Day Seven continued

Day Seven continued
Food for thought:  “There is nothing in Scripture anywhere that refers to this dispute of Michael about the body of Moses.  And therefore we cannot say definitely what that dispute was.  Evidently it was a dispute about the body of the Mediator of the Old Testament.  And the dispute was between Michael the archangel and the devil.  In heaven there is also authority and power, and higher authority and higher power.  And it seems as if the archangels have authority over the angels, and are the highest authority over the angel world.  Hence they are called chief angels.  And Michael is one of them.  


The main purpose of this verse is really expressed in the last part, namely, that Michael did not dare to blaspheme the devil, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke thee.”  That is the main purpose in the context; for the heretics in the church according to verse 8 spoke evil of dignities. They denied authorities and blasphemed glories.  Michael respected the authority of the devil and the glory of the devil though he had already fallen.  He respected his former state, and therefore he did not blaspheme him, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke thee.” 


But although this is true, we nevertheless have here a very interesting insight into the purpose and special station of Michael, the archangel. I think we may say that according to Scripture the office of Michael is to stand before the people of God and to defend them over against evil and over against the devil.  (As he did in Daniel 10:12-13 and Daniel 12:1.)  There was war in heaven all through the Old Dispensation (Revelation 12:7ff.); the devil was fighting to kill the church before the man child should ever be born.  And Michael, defending the people of God and the church of the Old Dispensation in order that she might bring forth the man child fights against the dragon.  And Michael prevailed, and the devil was cast out of heaven.  


In this particular case, the text refers to the body of Moses.  In Matthew 17 we read of the glorification of Christ on the Mount at the time of His transfiguration.  In verse 3, we read: “And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias, talking with him.”  From this I conclude that the dispute between Michael and the devil for the body of Moses was a dispute that ended in Moses’ being raised from the dead and taken up into heaven.  We know that Elijah was glorified without death and was taken up into heaven.  And Elijah appears here with Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration.  I conclude therefore, in the first place, that the devil disputed about the body of Moses and claimed, as he did throughout the Old Dispensation that all the saints of the Old Dispensation should perish.  He claimed that he would prevent the man child from being born and that the Christ would never come into the world.  That was his fight, according to Rev. 12, throughout the Old Dispensation.  And therefore he disputed with Michael the archangel, who stands for the children of God, about the body of Moses.  That dispute about that body of Moses would have no sense if Moses simply stayed in the grave.  Why did they dispute about he body of Moses if that is the case?  And therefore I think that at that time Moses was to be raised from the dead.  And the devil disputed with Michael saying that Moses could not be glorified because Christ would not come.  Nevertheless, Moses was not only raised from the dead, but he also evidently ascended into heaven, because we find in Matthew 17:3 that Moses appeared with Elijah to Christ on the mount.  That, to my mind, (although I say once more that it is not the main purpose of verse 9) nevertheless is the meaning of the text when we read:  “Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil, he disputed about the body of Moses.”

                                                                                   Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude


“Although Jude uses material from other sources, he does not recognize these books as inspired.  He borrows examples from other literature or from the oral tradition of his day to illustrate and clarify his own teachings.  (His epistle is inspired).  The Old Testament is silent about this dispute between Michael and Satan and only records that God buried Moses in Moab.  Jude uses this illustration about the dispute between Michael and Satan to demonstrate that even this mighty archangel did not dare to rebuke the devil.  Even though Michael ranked high above Satan and from our point of view had every right to reprimand this devil, the archangel avoided uttering a rebuke.  God is the judge.  Jude uses the literary device of comparison: the greater versus the lesser.  That is, if the mightiest archangel Michael refuses to rebuke Satan, how much more should sinful man refrain from reviling (compare II Peter 2:11-12).” 





S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistle of Jude  











                   Day Seven continued

Day Seven continued
Prayer:   May we give thanks to God for this Word of instruction to us on how we are not to speak evil of others, but to know our place and to leave the rebuking of authorities to Him.   

No human might, no earthly pride, delights the Lord above;

In them that fear Him He delights, in them that trust His love.

O Zion, praise the Lord thy God, His wondrous love confess;




He is thy glory and thy strength, He will thy children bless.  Psalter #403 st. 3 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Eight - ____________________________  

Jude 10-11 - woe unto them 

     Today we will look again at the sinfulness of the deniers, and at the three examples from God’s Word that Jude compares them to. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:      Jude 8-13        woe    Isaiah 3:9                   Cain    Gen. 4:5-8          I John 3:12    

Balaam    Deut.  23:4     II Pet. 2:15     Rev. 2:14                    Korah     Num. 16:1-3 & 28-33

 10But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.        
 11Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.          

Study:    

1.  Who are ‘these’ in verse 10?

2.  What does Jude say they speak evil of?

3.  In what does Jude tell us they corrupt themselves?

4.  What does it mean that Jude calls a ‘woe’ upon them?

5.  Jude calls this woe upon them for three distinct reasons, and points out their wicked ways by three examples from Scripture:

  a.  What does Jude mean by ‘the way of Cain’, and how does that describe these ungodly men in the church?

  b.  What does it mean that they ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward?  What sin of these 

                    ungodly men does Jude point out by referring to Balaam’s sin?

   c.  Why would Jude say they perished in the gainsaying of Core (Korah)?  What was the sin of Korah

                    that these men committed also?

Food for thought:  “When Jude speaks here of ‘these,’ he refers to the same antinomians, as we might call them, which he had described in the first part of the chapter.  And when he says that they blaspheme what they do not know, it is evident that he refers to verse 8, where he speaks of dominion, and dignities.  To these lordships and these glories Jude refers again in this verse.  And when he speaks of them, he refers not to lordships and glories on earth, but evidently to heavenly lordships and heavenly glories.  And he says that what they do not know, they blaspheme.  



                    Food for thought continued

Day Eight continued     “They evidently must have been acquainted with these glories and lordships, otherwise they could not possibly blaspheme them.  So Jude refers to a certain natural knowledge of those lordships and glories.  That is evident also from what follows: ‘but what they know naturally, as brute beasts.’  So they know that these heavenly lordships and glories exist merely from a natural point of view and as brute beasts.  They have no knowledge spiritually and have no spiritual contact with them and it is not to their spiritual comfort that these exist and that according to Scripture these lordships and glories in heaven must serve the elect and the saints unto salvation.   


The apostle adds:  ‘in those things they corrupt themselves.’  ‘In those things’, refers to the heavenly powers which they blaspheme.  And when Jude says that they corrupt themselves, that means that by blaspheming these powers, these heavenly powers, they are walking in the way of everlasting destruction.  They destroy themselves by blaspheming and not knowing these heavenly powers.


Then he continued: ‘Woe unto them! Because they proceed in the way of Cain, and by the error of  Balaam they are covetous, greedy of reward, and by the contradiction of Core they perish.’


The way of Cain is well-known.  I think we may say that all of these illustrations, (Cain, Balaam, and Core), are chiefly characterized by lustful pride.  Cain’s murder of his brother was motivated by that sinful and lustful pride.  Abel confessed his sin and confessed by the bloody sacrifice that he could do nothing and could give nothing to the Lord except in the way and through the blood of the Lamb.  And Cain said to the Lord, “Here are my gifts.”  Cain offered these gifts apart from Christ, as a sinful man, in his sinful pride, and wanted to be pleasing to the Lord in his gift. The Lord did not accept his sacrifice.  The final result was murder, the first murder.  Cain killed his brother Abel.  And that killing of his brother Abel was the final outcome of his sinful pride.  Well, then, these of whom Jude speaks, walk in the way, make progress and develop in the way of Cain.  These so-called antinomians and these blasphemers of heavenly powers certainly were characterized by the same sinful pride as Cain.  They too walked in the way of sin, in the way of pride, and proceeded and developed and made progress in the way of pride. 


The verse continues: ‘and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward.’  We may probably translate this: “They gave themselves up for reward to the error of Balaam.”  We know Balaam.  His main characteristic was that he was greedy for a reward even though for the sake of the reward he was willing to curse the people of God.  The king of Moab had called him for that purpose. But as we know, the Lord met him, and told him that he could go, but that he would never be able to curse the people of God, but that he had to bless them.  But although Balaam did not curse the people of God at that time, he evidently nevertheless gained the reward by inducing and tempting the people of God to commit adultery.  In this error of Balaam, these antinomians, or these heretics, walked.  And they gave themselves up to that error for reward.  They evidently meant to gain the world by denying the truth and by walking in their carnal lusts.


The third illustration is found in the last part of this verse: ‘and perished in the gainsaying of Core.’  This gainsaying or contradiction was resistance to Moses the servant of God.  This was done as we know, by Core, Dathan and Abiram.  Core is mentioned here, undoubtedly as the chief of them all.  They perished.  That does not mean that only Core, Dathan, and Abiram perished along with those who followed them; but here it means undoubtedly that the heretics, who also resisted the ordinance of God, perished.  They are already perished, but they will perish forever because of their contradiction and resistance to the ordinance of God in the church of Christ.”                                       Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude


“In the triad (grouping of three) of Cain, Balaam, and Korah, Jude achieves a gradual crescendo by mentioning the nouns: way, error, and rebellion.  The lamentation Woe to them! is a typical phrase that the Old Testament prophets uttered repeatedly to condemn persons or nations.  Jude pronounces woes upon his godless contemporaries and tells them that they are heading for destruction.  At the same time his words are a warning to his readers not to permit these godless men to lead them astray.  These three examples are not merely interesting historical accounts.  Jude employs the three references to show that in his day godless men are bent on destroying God’s people.”              S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude  

Prayer:   May we finish our study in prayer to our Heavenly Father, asking for grace, wisdom and strength to fight against all error, and live in obedience to the truth of the gospel.                        Day Eight continued     

Day Eight continued     
The wicked, in their might arrayed, against the righteous join their power,

                                   But to the Lord I flee for help, He is my refuge and my tower.   Psalter #253 st. 11

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Day Nine - _________________________________  

Jude 12 - spots, clouds, and trees 

     Jude now gives very vivid pictures of these deniers.  We will look into the meanings of some of these descriptions today.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   Jude 10-16     feasts   I Cor. 11:21-22       feeding  Ps. 78:29-31       clouds   Hos. 6:4   II Pet. 2:17    

  carried   Eph. 4:14           trees    Ps. 37:2     John 15:4-6              twice dead    Heb. 6:4-8   

plucked    Eze. 17:9     Matt. 15:13    

12a These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: 

12b clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; 

12c trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 

Study:    

1.  Our verse begins with: “These are….”  Referring back to the previous verses, who is Jude writing about here in these pictures?

2.  Looking at Jude’s first picture, 12a:


a.  Describe these feasts of charity.    I Cor. 11:21-22       


b.  What figure does Jude use to describe these men at the feasts?


c.  Why does he call them that?

3.  Looking at Jude’s second picture of these men, 12b:


a.  What figure does he use to describe them?


b.  What two descriptions does he give of that figure?


c.  How does that describe these ungodly men Jude was writing about?

4.  Looking at Jude’s third picture, 12c:


a.  What figure does he use to describe them here?


b.  What descriptions does he give of that figure?


c.  How does that describe these ungodly men Jude was writing about?   Rev. 20:6&14    Rev. 21:8

 5.  Put into your own words, what Jude warned the saints concerning these men:
Day Nine continued

Day Nine continued
Food for thought:    “In the next two verses, Jude resorts to using many figures from nature to portray his godless adversaries.  His metaphors are eloquent, colorful, and pointed, and aid the reader in recognizing these men who are perverting God’s truth.  In verse 12, Jude provides another indication that these apostates are mingling freely with the members of the church.  They are brazen in their behavior; they boldly come to the love feasts of the believers.  The godless persons who come boldly to the love feasts are anything but secretive in their actions.  They live immoral lives, reject authority, behave like animals, and are divisive in their work.  Without hesitation these intruders come to the love feasts of the Christian community.  What is a love feast?  It is a common meal eaten by early Christians in connection with their church services, for the purpose of fostering and expressing brotherly love.  At these feasts the apostates satisfy their physical appetites.  They do this without qualm in the presence of the Christians whose unity and harmony they seek to destroy.  They are false teachers who are not caring for the members of the church; instead they expect monetary support from these members. They take all and give nothing.  


They are clouds without rain.  A farmer looks expectantly at approaching clouds.  He hopes to receive abundant rain for his parched fields.  But to his dismay, he sees these clouds drift past, blown by the wind.  They fail to give him a single drop of rain.  He knows that he has been deceived by the appearance of these waterless clouds.  Similarly, the heretics are verbose (using too many words) in speech but fail to present anything that is substantive and refreshing. 


Autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted; twice dead.  Here Jude presents a picture of dead fruit trees which apparently had not produced a harvest during the autumn.  To the fruit farmer, these trees were dead, that is, useless, and therefore he had pulled them out of the ground to make room for other trees.  In their uprooted state, the wood of the trees dried up, so that the farmer rightly could call them ‘twice dead.’  The spiritual application of this metaphor means that the godless men bear no spiritual fruit in their lives.  Because they deny Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, they are spiritually dead.”

 



S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistle of Jude  

Prayer:    As we finish today’s study may we give thanks to God for His blessing to us of the preaching of His Word by faithful servants, and may we praise Him for His faithfulness to us and our children.

Let Israel trust in God alone, the Lord Whose grace and power are known;

To Him your full allegiance yield, and He will be your help and shield;

            All those who fear Him God will bless, His saints have proved His faithfulness.  Psalter #308 st.3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Ten - ____________________________________  

Jude 13 - reserved to the blackness of darkness forever  

    Today we will look at two final descriptions of the deniers, and what is reserved for them.

Prayer:   Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   Jude 10-16        raging  Is. 57:20    James 1:6          foaming   Phil. 3:19    II Tim. 3:13        

to whom    II Peter 2:17        Rev. 20:10        Rev. 21:8 

13a Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; 

13b wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.  
Study:    Jude writes two more pictures describing these ungodly men.

1.  What figure does Jude use for these ungodly men in verse 13a?


a.  What descriptions does he give of that figure?


b.  How does that describe these ungodly men Jude was writing about?











                   Questions continued

Day Ten continued
2.  What figure does he use to describe these men in verse 13b?


a.  What picture does he give of the end of the figure?


b.  How does that describe the end reserved by God for these ungodly men?



Rev. 20:14            Rev. 21:8

3.  Put into you own words what Jude was saying about these men:

Food for thought:   “Raging waves of the sea have absolutely no order, do not know whither they go or want to go.  That is the case with these antinomians.  They have no principle, absolutely no line of doctrine or thought.  And therefore they may be compared to raging waves of the sea. To this the author adds that they foam out their own shame. They are driven hither and thither and by the raging of those waves they are foaming.  And compared with the antinomians, the meaning is that they foam out their own corruption, their own shame, so that they appear in all their walk and life as carnal and ungodly.  That also refers to the fact that they are fruitless; but now in a more positive sense, that they bear stinking fruit.  They have no positive fruit, like the waves of the sea, foaming out their own corruption and shame.  



Once more, the writer has another figure to describe these antinomians when he calls them wandering stars, which maybe refers to the planets themselves.  The figure is that of stars that wander, without any definite course.  And to that he compares the antinomians.  They have no definite course in their doctrine, in their life, in their walk.  And therefore Jude calls them wandering stars.  The blackness of darkness is kept for them forever.  By the blackness of darkness, which is a very strong expression, Jude refers to the eternal desolation of hell.  The final blackness of darkness is reserved for them, and that forever.  They are kept in time for that purpose.  And that they are so kept, is evident in their life and walk and doctrine and in all their corruption.”  





Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude
Prayer:  As we finish our study today, may we give thanks to God for redeeming us out of the evil we have seen described today.  May we ask Him for grace to live a life separate from the evil around us. 

Let evil smite the evil and cause their overthrow;

The needy and afflicted the Lord will help, I know;

Thy saints, redeemed from evil, their thanks to Thee shall give;

                                      The righteous and the upright shall in Thy presence live.     Psalter # 385 st. 3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Eleven - ________________________________________  

Jude 14-15a - Behold, the Lord cometh in judgment 

     Today we will look at how these ungodly men and their ultimate end were prophesied already by Enoch.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    Jude 10-16            Enoch    Gen. 5:18&24      I Chron. 1:1-3        Heb. 11:5   

Behold   Matt. 16:27    I Thess. 3:13    II Thess. 1:7-8      saints     Deut 33:2      Matt. 25:31    

Execute   Ps. 9:7-8    Ps. 98:9     I Cor. 4:5     Rev. 22:12      










Day Eleven continued

Day Eleven continued
 14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,      

15a  To execute judgment upon all. 

Study:     

1.  Who was Enoch, and what does it mean that he was the seventh from Adam?

2.  Do we have any record in scripture of Enoch prophesying?

3.  What does it mean here that ‘the Lord cometh’? 

4.  We read here that the Lord cometh ‘with ten thousands of His saints’.   Compare the following passages from the Old Testament and the New Testament.  Who are these ‘saints’?


Deut 33:2              Zech 14:5            Matt. 25:31    

5.  According to verse 15a, what is the purpose of the Lord’s coming with his ‘saints’?

Food for thought:  “The quotation referred to in this passage is from the Book of Enoch, particularly from Enoch 1:9.  Jude calls Enoch the seventh from Adam.  Enoch was the seventh in the line of Adam of the saints before the flood.  We have nothing of this prophecy in the Book of Genesis.  All we have there is that Enoch walked with God.  Enoch was an exceptionally devout person: he walked with God, had fellowship with God not only, but in all his walk he showed the fear of the Lord.  And therefore it is no wonder that we read here that Enoch prophesied also concerning these.  Enoch lived in the midst of a very ungodly world.  He prophesied against the men of his own age, and that was against the ungodly that lived before the flood.  The false teachers Jude is writing about, are principally the same as those wicked men that lived before the flood.  Hence, it is not at all improper to say that Enoch also prophesied concerning these.


The contents of his prophecy is in these words: “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints.”  That ten thousands of His saints, undoubtedly means the angels.  It refers literally and in the first place to the judgment that was executed in the flood.  That was what Enoch prophesied of first of all.  But that is not all.  The words of Enoch have a further meaning, and undoubtedly also refer to the ungodly men and to the coming of the Lord in the final judgment.  Hence the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints to execute judgment against all the ungodly, including those corrupt antinomian teachers about which Jude had written in the context.  When Christ comes, when the final judgment will come, then all these ungodly men will be put under judgment.”


 Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude


“Here Jude quotes the Book of Enoch, the longest of the surviving Jewish pseudepigraphical writings and a work that was highly respected by Jews and many Christians.  Those who wonder about the propriety of Jude’s quotation of this non-canonical book should note that he does not call it Scripture.  Paul also quoted from non-canonical writers, statements he considered true.  The prophecy does not give any startling new information but is simply a general description of the return of the Lord in judgment.”








Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
“We must ask whether the quotation from I Enoch in its biblical context is authoritative.  The answer is affirmative.  Divine inspiration takes place when the Holy Spirit fills an author and directs him to write Scripture.  The Holy Spirit is free to inspire borrowed words and make them part of God’s Word. 


Here is Enoch’s prophecy:  “Behold, he will arrive with ten million of the holy ones in order to execute judgment upon all.  He will destroy the wicked ones and censure all flesh on account of everything that they have done, that which the sinners and the wicked ones committed against him.”   Note that Jude makes ‘the Lord’ the subject of the sentence.  He puts the quotation in the perspective of Christ’s return.  When Jesus comes back, He will be accompanied by thousands upon thousands of His holy ones, that is, His angels.”                                           S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistle of Jude  











               Day Eleven continued

Day Eleven continued

Prayer:   May we end our lesson today in prayer of thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father, that He has revealed to us the sinfulness of sin, the judgment to come upon the ungodly when Christ returns, and the mercy He has given us in Christ.

 Our God shall surely come, nor silence shall He keep;

Devouring fire shall herald Him, about Him storms shall sweep.

Then to the heavens above He from His throne shall call, 

                                 The earth His kingly voice shall hear, He is the Judge of all. Psalter #139 sts. 3&4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Twelve – _____________________________________ 

Jude 15b & 16 - walking after their own lusts

   Today we will look at Jude’s descriptions of those to whom the Lord comes to execute judgment upon - those men who had crept in unawares into the midst of the congregation to whom Jude wrote. 

Prayer:  Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    Jude 10-16    II Pet. 2:1-3     convince   Rom. 3:19-20    and of all    Ps. 73:9     Mal. 3:13-14    

  murmurers   Deut. 1:27    Ps. 106:25       walking  Gal. 5:16    I Pet. 1:14   II Pet. 2:10   

 their mouths   Ps. 17:10     II Pet. 2:18      having     James 2:1-9            II Pet. 2:1-3

15b  and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.     
 16These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.      

Study:  Yesterday we considered:  “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all.”  In the verse we look at today, Jude continues to describe what will take place in that judgment.
1.  Jude explains what the Lord will do when He comes in judgment; what does it mean that the Lord will:   

            convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds 

            which they have ungodly committed,

           and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.    

2.  Once again, in verse 16, Jude gives a list of five descriptions revealing the true nature of the ungodly men in the congregation.  Explain what the following descriptions mean:

             murmurers:    Numbers 14:2-3

             complainers:    II Peter  3:3

             walking after their own lusts:   II Peter 2:10

             their mouth speaketh great swelling words:     Prov. 27:2

             having men's persons in admiration because of advantage:   James 2:1-9
Food for thought:   “This judgment is against all the ungodly that lived before the flood and all the ungodly that ever lived after and all the ungodly antinomian teachers concerning whom Jude writes in the context.  


Jude adds: “and to convict all that are ungodly concerning all their ungodly works.”   Even though they know that they walk in an ungodly way and commit ungodly works, these antinomian teachers must be convinced in the day of judgment concerning all the ungodly works they have done.  











Food for thought continued

Day Twelve continued       “Everything will be brought before their mind once more, so that there can be no question that they know what ungodly works they have wrought.  And being convicted of all their ungodly works, they also will have to justify the judgment that is to be executed against them.  


Verse 16 is once more a description of the false teachers who were in the church in those days, men who walked in corruption and did not really care for the truth; they were antinomians, but antinomians in the worst sense of the word.  Jude describes these men in detail from verse 8 on already.  He has all kinds of phrases and all kinds of comparisons and all kinds of evil terms for them.  From various phrases and sentences in this epistle of Jude, it seems that they still were in the church, as for instance, when he says that they are at their feasts.  So Jude warns them against having any fellowship with these men, and therefore describes them in detail as very ungodly and corrupt men, who not only departed from the truth themselves, but also led the church astray.  


They are murmurers.  They are complainers.  They walk according to their own fleshly, carnal desires.   In their pride and corruption they speak great swelling words that are supposed to deceive the church and are supposed to be more pious than the precepts and the truth of the Word of God.  And finally, the apostle describes them in the last phrase: ‘praising men to their face.’  They flatter people when they can obtain something from them.”                                     Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude


“Jude is completing his description of these heretics: he has portrayed them graphically with a series of four metaphors taken from nature (vs. 12-13).  Now he lists at least five of their sinful practices and reprehensible characteristics.  These men are grumblers (murmurers). They give vent to their discontent by complaining not against men but against God.  These men are also faultfinders (complainers).  They bemoan the place God has given them in life and thus they direct their criticism toward God. These men follow their own desires.  Jude is referring to physical lust that reveals itself in unlawful craving.  These ungodly people are enslaved to their evil desires.  These men boast about themselves.  Literally Jude says, “And their mouth speaks haughty words.”  They make boastful comments that are empty, without substance, and baseless.  Yet in their arrogance they directed these comments to God.  These men flatter others for their own advantage.  These godless men are showing partiality to gain profits for themselves, for the sake of material benefits.”  



 

   S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude  (paraphrased)

Prayer:   As we think about the sins Jude explains in these verses, may we ask God to reveal to us where these sins are a weakness in our lives and desires; and may we ask God for grace to flee them and honor Him in all our lives.  

All ye that truly love the Lord, hate sin, for He is just and pure;

                              To saints His help He will accord and keep them in His love secure.  Psalter #260 st. 5

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Thirteen - ______________________________  

Review of Jude 1-16

     Today we will review Jude 1-16.

Prayer:   Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       Jude verses 1-16  

Review:
 1Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, (a brother to the author of the book of James and a brother to Jesus according to the flesh)  to them that are sanctified by God the Father, (made holy and beloved by God the Father)  and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: (and kept by Jesus Christ, and called through the Word and by the Spirit both inwardly and outwardly.)











                          Review continued

Review continued
 2Mercy unto you, (a greeting desiring his readers to experience God’s mercy - His pity on us to deliver us from the misery of our sins) and peace, (God’s peace - quietness of heart, soul and conscience knowing that because of Christ nothing can separate us from the love of God) and love, (the bond of perfectness God establishes with us through Christ) be multiplied. (that Jude’s readers may experience more and more these graces of God.)

 3Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, (Jude had been making all haste to write to these believers on the salvation that is well-known to them, the commonly known salvation)  it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith (But Jude found it necessary to write to the members of the church to teach them to exert themselves in defeating heresy, and fight for the faith) which was once delivered unto the saints. (that faith that was delivered not only to the New Testament and to the apostles, but also to the Old Testament, Moses and the prophets.  In all the Scriptures the common faith has been delivered to the saints)
 4For there are certain men crept in unawares, (men who secretly creep into the church by creating the appearance that they are true believers) who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, (God ordained these men to this very condemnation, in order that they might attempt to corrupt the church, which ultimately has for its purpose that the church might be purified.) ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, (godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and unbridled sexual freedom) and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. (They claim to know God but by their actions they deny him.  They show that they do not believe in the only Lord God, and that they do not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.)
 5I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, (Seeing that ye once knew all things, I wish to remind you)how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. (Jude reminds them first of all how the Lord saved the people out of Egypt by a mighty hand and led them through the Red Sea safely. They were all saved.  But he destroyed the unbelieving people in the desert, even before they entered into the land of Canaan.)

 6And the angels which kept not their first estate, (Every angel had his own position in glory before the fall.  That position in which they ruled over a certain part of heaven, together with the other angels, and in which they were called to be in subjection unto God and to serve Him - - that official position they did not keep.) but left their own habitation, (Although they still stayed in heaven, they nevertheless did no longer dwell in heaven with God.  In that sense they had no fellowship with God. Although heaven remains their abode, it did not remain their habitation.) he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. (the rebellious angels live in spiritual darkness and are chained to their sentence of divine judgment from which they can never escape.  They are kept unto the judgment of that great day.)

 7Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, (as Sodom and Gomorrah did, so also these cities committed fornication.) giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, (they gave themselves over to fornication and went after strange flesh, men with men and women with women and perhaps fornication with beasts. The expression therefore refers to all these different manners of corruption.)  are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. (the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is an illustration or example (warning) of suffering the vengeance of God’s wrath in such a way that they were destroyed and that at the same time they were already condemned to hell.) 












Review continued

Review continued
 8Likewise (like the disobedient in the desert, the angels, and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah) also these filthy dreamers (these dreamers in their sensuality and corruption) defile the flesh, (pollute their own bodies) despise dominion,(they deliberately reject divine authority and show their contempt for Christ and His gospel) and speak evil of dignities. (and they speak evil of authorities in the world, maybe particularly, the authorities in the church-H.H.) (they ‘slandered’ angels. S.K.)

 9Yet Michael the archangel, (Michael an archangel-chief angel) when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, (Michael is to stands before the people of God to defend them over evil and over against the devil. Evidently he disputed with the devil about the body of the Mediator of the Old Testament)  durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. (even this mighty archangel did not dare to rebuke the devil, he avoided uttering a rebuke, for God is the judge)
 10But these speak evil of those things which they know not: (these ungodly men, or antinomians, did speak evil (blaspheme) to the lordships of verse 8 of what they don’t know.) but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, (They have no spiritual knowledge of, and no spiritual contact with these heavenly, but what they do know, they know merely from a natural point of view and as brute beasts.) in those things they corrupt themselves. (According to Scripture these lordships and glories in heaven must serve the elect and the saints unto salvation and when Jude says that they corrupt themselves, that means that by blaspheming these heavenly powers, they are walking in the way of everlasting destruction.  They corrupt themselves by blaspheming and not knowing these heavenly powers.)

 11Woe unto them! (The lamentation of woe to these ungodly men, to condemn them.)  for they have gone in the way of Cain, (As Cain offered his gifts apart from Christ in sinful and lustful pride so these men are full of pride) and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, (As Balaam sought to corrupt the Israelites by enticing them to sexual immorality and idol worship for profit, so these godless men desire the downfall of God’s people for a profit.) and perished in the gainsaying of Core. (As Korah questioned God’s wisdom in appointing Moses and Aaron leaders of Israel, so Jude’s adversaries presumably rejected apostolic leadership and teaching in the Christian church, and will perish because of God’s judgment.)   
 12These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: (These apostates blemish these feasts of charity, the common meal eaten for the purpose of fostering and expressing brotherly love.  They satisfy their physical appetites in the presence of the Christians whose unity and harmony they seek to destroy.  They take all and give nothing.)  clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; (As a farmer looks expectantly at approaching clouds hoping for rain but sees these clouds drift past, blown by the wind, so the heretics are verbose (using too many words) in speech but fail to present anything that is substantive and refreshing.) trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; (As dead fruit trees which apparently had not produced a harvest during the autumn, and therefore the farmer had pulled them out of the ground and the wood of the trees dried up and they were ‘twice dead’.  So these godless men bear no spiritual fruit in their lives.  Because they deny Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, they are spiritually dead.)

 13Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; (as raging waves of the sea have absolutely no order, these antinomians have no principle, no line of doctrine or thought.  They foam out their own shame   and their own corruption, so that they appear in all their walk and life as carnal and ungodly.)  wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. (As stars that wander, without any definite course, Jude describes these men as apostates in whose company no Christian can chart a straight path. The final blackness of darkness is reserved for them forever.)                                                   

Review continued

Review continued
 14And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, (Enoch was an exceptionally devout person: he walked with God, had fellowship with God and he prophesied against the men of his own age, in a book that was not inspired by God and thus does not have a place in scripture.  (But Divine inspiration takes place when the Holy Spirit fills an author and directs him to write Scripture.  The Holy Spirit is free to inspire borrowed words and make them part of God’s Word.)  These false teachers are principally the same as those wicked men that lived before the flood.  Hence, it is not at all improper to say that Enoch also prophesied concerning these) saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, (The contents of his prophecy is that the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints which undoubtedly means the angels.  It refers literally and in the first place to the judgment that was executed in the flood.  But the words of Enoch have a further meaning, and undoubtedly also refer to the ungodly men and to the coming of the Lord in the final judgment, including those corrupt antinomian teachers about which Jude had written in the context.)
  
 15To execute judgment upon all, (The Lord comes in judgment against all the ungodly antinomian teachers concerning whom Jude writes in the context.) and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.(the ungodly must be convinced in the day of judgment concerning all the ungodly works they have done.  Everything will be brought before their mind once more, so that there can be no question that they know what ungodly works they have wrought. The strong emphasis of ungodliness of these ungodly men is further emphasized in the expression:  ‘and concerning all the hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against God’.)
 16These are murmurers, (grumblers. They give vent to their discontent by complaining not against men but against God.) complainers, (faultfinders. They bemoan the place God has given them in life.  They consider God responsible for their adversities, losses, and disappointments.) walking after their own lusts; (These ungodly people are enslaved to their evil desires, pursuing and committing daily, ungodly acts.)  and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, (These men boast about themselves, in arrogance to God.) having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. (These men flatter others for their own advantage.  They praise men to their face for gain.  They flatter people when they can obtain something from them.)


Food for thought:   “If there ever was a time when conditions in the church described by Jude were in evidence, it is today. O, it is true, that the world in which the saints reside develops in sin and corruption; but our first battle is not against the world. Worldly wickedness has crept into the church. And that wickedness reveals itself in a concerted effort to deny all the cardinal doctrines of our faith. And still more insidiously that wickedness reveals itself in all manner of loose living, carnality, sensuality, which has developed so fast that the discipline of God's Word hardly takes effect. 

       Would you like a good illustration of this contention, then you must look at Jesus when He was confronted by the devil in the wilderness. When He was tempted of the devil three times, how did He answer? "It is written!" The devil had no weapons that could pierce that armor. Nor can evil men succeed to destroy the saints when they contend earnestly for the faith.
     Our calling as churches and as saints of God is to rise up, and earnestly contend for the faith. Fearlessly we must say with Jesus: "It is written!" 
      If we fail to do this we must not ask: What will become of the church? We know the answer. By the grace of God, therefore, ye saints, stand fast! And fight the battle of faith! Do it by your word, and by your walk!  Only so will God preserve unto Himself a people that is ready for the coming of the Lord.”

 
  




  M. Schipper in the Standard Bearer article:  Contending for the Faith
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