Women’s Bible Study - 2011 - 2012

The Epistles of I, II, III John and Jude

Lesson Fourteen

Jude 17-25
Study for meeting held ___________________________

Note once again, that some of the quotes by Rev. H. Hoeksema have been paraphrased. 
Day One – _______________________________ 

Jude 17 - remember the words of the apostles

   “After writing the lengthy discourse on the conduct of false teachers, Jude once more addresses the original recipients of his epistle.  He has warned them about the words and deeds of godless men whom God has condemned.  Now he addresses them tenderly with the expression dear friends. (Beloved).”  S. Kistemaker 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:      Jude 17-25                remember      Ephesians 4:11-12        II Peter 3:1-2       I John 4:6
17But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

Study:    

1.  What command does Jude give the believers here?   

2.  Why was it important to remind them of that now, after he had given so many warnings against the ‘men who crept in unawares’?    

Food for thought:   “We have a parallel passage to this in II Peter 3, although that passage refers more directly to the coming of Christ.   We may notice from this verse that Jude evidently did not consider himself an apostle, and he was not.  Otherwise he would not have said: “Remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   The contents of what they spoke is in the following verses.  Maybe there were some in the congregation who had heard the apostles speak to them directly.  You almost get that impression here.  It is possible however, that it means that they had the words of the apostles in writing.”                                                                     Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude

“Jude gives his readers a command when he says, “Remember.”  He has spoken encouraging words earlier when he commended them for their knowledge of Old Testament teaching (vs. 5).  But now a direct command is necessary, for neglect of factual knowledge is detrimental to their salvation.  The readers must be able to recall the message of the gospel so that they can defend themselves against the pernicious attacks of the heretics.  They must know that they can effectively oppose their adversaries with the gospel which has been preached by Christ’s apostles.”                 S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   

Prayer:   May we close our study in prayer with thanksgiving to God for giving us His inspired Word, and enlightening us with His Spirit to understand; and that He will continue to guide us by His Word with wisdom to see the signs of His return.

Lord, my hope is in Thy promise, and I wait for Thee 

more than they who watch for morning, light to see.

With the Lord is tender mercy, and redeeming love;

                                     Israel, look for full salvation from above.  Psalter # 365 sts.  3&4

Day Two – ______________________________

Jude 18 - the warning to be remembered

    Today we will look what that truth was that Jude wanted them to remember.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       Jude 17-19    there should be  Acts 20:29    I Tim. 4:1-2    II Tim. 3:1-5&13   II Pet. 2:1-2

18How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 

Study:    

1.  What was the message then that these believers were to remember?

2.  What is meant by ‘mockers’, what did they mock?

3.  How did Jude remind the believers that these mockers would walk?

4.  Why would Jude call their attention to what the apostles wrote, after he himself had just written such a clear description of ungodly men in their midst?

Food for thought:  “What the apostles said to them was that in the last time there would be mockers.  Mockers are those mocking the holy things and mocking particularly the truth of the Word of God.  Whether these mockers, which undoubtedly are the same as those concerning whom the author had written before, were still in the church or used to be in the church is a question that cannot be answered.  


It is evident that also Jude, like the apostles, already considered that they lived in those times, in the last of the time.  And that certainly was true.  In general the last time is the entire New Dispensation.  The Lord Himself frequently emphasizes those last days and the characteristics of those last days in many passages of the gospel.  So also Jude here in his epistle reminds the church of those words of the apostles, and he describes those mockers again, as he did repeatedly in the preceding portion. It stands to reason, that when they mock the truth, they also walk in an ungodly way and fulfill the lusts of the flesh.”  








Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude
“What do the apostles say? “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.”  Teaching orally, the apostles drilled these words into the hearts and minds of the believers.  They taught that the early Christians lived in the last days or last times, in which false teachers would undermine the members of the church.  From the New Testament epistles we know that this teaching was common (I Tim. 4:1-2;  II Tim. 3:1-5).  The apostles repeat the warnings of Jesus, who in His discourse on the end of the age repeatedly predicts that false prophets will appear to deceive if possible, even the elect. (Matt. 24)  In a similar vein, the apostles warn the believers to watch out for scoffers.  The people Jude describes are not ignorant of God’s Word.  On the contrary, they are well informed.  Because of their knowledge of divine revelation, they make a continued mockery of that which is holy and sacred.  Scoffing is not a light, humorous parody but a serious attack on God, His Word, and His people.  Scoffers openly demonstrate their contempt and derision for God by following “their own ungodly desires.”  They deliberately reject God’s judgment and opt for a lifestyle of sin instead.  The apostles, then, predict that as the end of time approaches scoffers will increasingly ridicule Christians.  As they deride the Christian faith they display their own spiritual bankruptcy.  They are apostates who revel in lust and greed.  Jude wishes to tell his readers that the sinful desires of these apostates include all acts of impiety and that these men fulfill Enoch’s prophecy.  Scoffers purposely transgress the law of God to fill up the measure of their godlessness.  For believers the impiety of these godless people is a sign that the end of the world is near.”   

 

S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   










                              Day Two continued

Day Two continued
Prayer:  As we finish our study, may we ask our Heavenly Father to enable us to identify false prophets in our time, and to give us strength to resist their false teachings.

Mark how Thy enemies, O Lord, against Thee proudly speak;
                             Preserve Thy saints from wicked men, be mindful of the meek. Psalter #205 st. 11 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Day Three – ________________________________  

Jude 19 - Jude’s further description of the mockers

   Jude had just three final truths that he wanted to teach his readers about these mockers.  We will look at those descriptions today.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:        Jude 17-19    sensual      I Cor. 2:14    James 3:15         Spirit   John 3:5-6     Romans 8:9      
 19These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 
Study:    

1.  John now speaks of these ungodly men one last time, giving three specific signs by which the believers can identify them:


a.  What did Jude mean that these men ‘separate themselves’?


b.  What did he mean that they were ‘sensual’?


c. What did he mean that they didn’t ‘have the Spirit’?

2.  Are there these kinds of mockers in the nominal church today?  Can they be identified by these three descriptions?  May we say that people do not ‘have the Spirit’?

Food for thought:  “Jude is still speaking of the heretics, and it seems that he cannot get rid of them.  A large part of the epistle is devoted to them.  But this is the end of it, the last verse in which he speaks of the heretics.  Here he calls them ‘those that separate themselves.’  They did not simply live separately, because, according to the rest of the epistle, they did not.  They separated themselves in relation to the truth.  They exactly separate themselves in life and walk from the truth.  They adhere to error, maintain false doctrine, and accordingly also walk not according to the gospel but according to their own carnal lusts.  


Jude continues by designating them as ‘sensual’. Literally this means: ‘soul-men’. But the meaning here is “natural man” in distinction from spiritual.  They are carnal men, and as carnal men they teach and walk in corruption of their own carnal nature.  And therefore the author adds: ‘having not the Spirit’.  The Spirit here must be taken in the sense of the Holy Spirit, although some deny this.  They have not the Spirit of Christ as is evident from all their walk and life and doctrine.  The Holy Spirit is the principle of the new life and is the author of the new life in the heart of the believer, in the heart of the children of God.  And that Spirit is the Spirit Who according to all the rest of Scripture always leads them into the truth, so that they may know the truth, and love the truth, the truth of God, and the truth of the gospel.  And the Holy Spirit is also the principle of life and sanctification so that they walk in a new and holy life.  Without that Spirit they are sensual and do not know the truth, do not love the truth, and do not walk in the way of the truth.  They are unregenerate, natural men.  They have not the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord, the Spirit of God.”



 


                         Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude









                      Food for thought continued

Day Three continued       “Precisely what are these godless men doing in the Christian community?  Obviously, their purpose is to create schisms and factions, which is the common practice of people who proclaim heresies.  Apparently they claimed to have the Spirit and to be morally free in respect to their behavior.  Jude, however, turns the matter around and states that the heretics “follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.”  These people are apostates.  In a few words Jude has put the godless men in their place.  They have no part in the church, for they lack the Spirit of God.”    

 S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   


“Jude again returns to his pattern of threes to describe the false teachers.  He calls them “men who divide”.  Next he calls them men “who follow mere natural instincts.”  Finally he says that they “do not have the Spirit.”  In spite of all their vaunted claims and teaching, the false teachers are devoid of the Holy Spirit.“








Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
Prayer:  May we go to God in prayer to close our study, and ask that He give us wisdom to see false teachers for who they are and what they do, and ask that He will keep us from being deceived, that we may be faithful to the truth of His Word. 
Do ye, O men, speak righteousness and upright judgment mete?

nay, in your hearts is wickedness, and in your hands deceit.

The wicked, from their earliest days, in sin are gone astray,

with forward heart, in foolish pride, from wisdom turned away.

The good shall triumph and rejoice, and this shall be confessed:

                         on earth the God of justice reigns, and righteousness is blessed.  Psalter # 156 sts. 1,2&4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Day Four – _________________________  

Jude 20 - but ye, beloved….

    After Jude gives those last descriptions of the heretics, he now identifies for the believers how they must live.  We will consider that instruction today.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:      Jude 17-21    building  Acts 9:31     Col. 2:6-7        praying    Gal. 4:6     Eph. 6:18

 20But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
Study:    

1.  Jude tells the believers to build themselves up.  What foundation are they to build upon?

2.  What is meant by ‘your most holy faith’?

3.  To be made holy is to be sanctified.  Isn’t sanctification the work of God?  Do we have an active part in our sanctification?    Isaiah 43:21

4.  How would you describe how you, as a believer, can build yourself up on your most holy faith?  Mention specific activities that would be included in this ‘building’.

5.  What is the second activity Jude instructs the believers to do?

6.  Describe what is meant by praying in the Holy Spirit:


How does a believer pray in the Holy Spirit? 


Is this different than any other prayer the believer prays?













Day four continued

Day Four continued

Food for thought:  “Jude now continues to address once more the brethren, and that too in a positive sense.  Already he has started to address them in verse 17.  And in connection with that he had once more mentioned the heretics or ‘mockers’ as he calls them there.  But now he addresses them positively.  They must build themselves up in their most holy faith.  The question is: how must they do this?  How is it possible that they can build themselves up in the most holy faith?  And the answer is to be found in the preceding verse.  Those mockers and schismatics and natural men did not have the Spirit; but the beloved saints have the Spirit.  And by that Spirit they must build themselves up in the most holy faith.  That is an action on their part.  They must be active.  And the action on their part is the fruit of the act of the Holy Spirit within them, which they have.  In that way only, can they build themselves up in their most holy faith.  


The author calls the faith here ‘the most holy faith.’  Faith is the bond that unites them with Christ.  That Jude calls that faith here the most holy faith is undoubtedly because the faith of the believers is the active principle of all holiness within them and of all holiness in their walk and life.  That faith is most holy, principally holy.  And because they have the most holy faith, therefore they are principally holy themselves.  And because they are principally holy themselves, by that faith they can also build themselves up.  By the faith they build themselves up in all their life and walk.  By that faith they become active, and by that faith they keep the truth, and by that faith they fight against sin and walk in sanctification of life.  


And that is possible only by the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ in their hearts.  Therefore the author adds, ‘praying in the Holy Ghost’.  That is possible only by the Spirit, and therefore they must pray in the Holy Spirit.  That means their prayer must be made in the sphere of the Holy Spirit.  And in the sphere of the Spirit means that subjectively they are motivated by the Spirit in their prayers, that therefore objectively their prayers are in harmony with the Holy Spirit.  They must not pray for anything, they must not pray for carnal things, they must not pray for the things of the world.  But they must pray in the Holy Spirit, in the sphere of the Holy Spirit.  And as they pray in the sphere of the Holy Spirit they are also at the same time building themselves up in the most holy faith.”                         Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude

“There are two elements that are of the utmost spiritual importance. The first is: build yourselves up on your most holy faith!  Your "most holy faith" is your faith as the active principle of all holiness, all sanctification, in your walk and life. It is your faith from the viewpoint of the fact that it is the living spiritual bond that unites you to Christ and His holiness. Through faith as our union with Christ, we are principally "most holy," separate from all sin and darkness, and consecrated to the living God and His service. Through faith we are principally perfect. And love is the bond of perfectness, remember.  Hence, build yourselves up on that most holy faith. The figure is that of a building and its foundation. The building is you in all your life, in all your walk and conversation. The foundation is your "most holy faith." And as the foundation determines and characterizes and limits and shapes the building constructed upon it, so let that most holy faith characterize and shape and limit and determine your thinking and willing, your words and your deeds, your striving and aspirations, all of your life.  For because love is the bond of perfectness, it is spiritually impossible to keep yourselves in the love of God and at the same time to willfully depart from the way of perfectness, of holiness.


And the second is this: pray in the Holy Spirit!  Do you pray, beloved?  Pray, not just any carnal prayer, but pray in the Spirit? Pray prayers that are motivated by the Spirit, and prayers that are objectively in harmony with the Spirit and His holiness? Pray in the sense of your own incapability and your utter dependence upon the grace of the Spirit, the Author of faith and holiness? Pray for faith, for holiness, for grace to build up yourselves on your most holy faith?  Such prayer is necessary for Christians!  For without it and its resultant blessings of grace they cannot go from strength to strength in Zion. 



                             Prof. H.C. Hoeksema in the Standard Bearer article: Keep Yourselves In The Love Of God

           Food for thought continued

Day Four continued     Rev. Ron Hanko in his book Doctrine According to Godliness has a beautiful description of sanctification:  “Sanctification is a work of Christ in us (justification is Christ’s work for us), a lifelong work (justification is once only), a work in which we become active (in justification we are passive) and a work that removes the pollution of our sin (justification removes its guilt).

Being justified is like an immigrant becoming legally a citizen of his new country.  Having become a citizen, however, he begins to learn the language, wear the clothing, eat the food, and adopt the customs of his new land, to live like a citizen of that country.  Sanctification is similar.  It is God’s people learning to live the life of heaven.  Yet sanctification is all of grace.  We learn nothing of ourselves but are ‘taught of God’, in sanctification.  Though we become active in holiness and good works, it is always God who works in us ‘both to will and to do of His good pleasure. (Phil. 2:13).”

Prayer:   At the close of this study, may we seek God in earnest prayer, rejoicing in the justification He has provided us in Christ, and ask Him to work in us faith, holiness, and grace to build up ourselves on our most holy faith.

Thou, Lord, hast high exalted me with royal strength and dignity;

With Thy anointing I am blest, Thy grace and favor on me rest;

                         I thus exult o’er all my foes, o’er all that would my cause oppose.  Psalter#250 st. 4  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Five – ________________________________ 

Jude 21a - two more activities of faith

       Jude continues what he began in verse 20.  We will learn today of more activity of sanctification; learning to live the life of heaven.  

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         Keep     John 14:21     John 15: 9-10     Acts 11:23      I John 5:18 & 21           Rev. 12:9-11

in   Romans 5:5     II Thess. 3:5    

  21Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

Study:    

1.  What does it mean to ‘keep’ something?

2.  As Reformed believers we understand that it is God Who preserves us.  What is Jude then calling us to do here when he writes:  Keep yourselves in the love of God?

3.  By the love of God, does Jude mean our love to God, or God’s love to us?

4.  Describe then, how a child of God keeps himself in the love of God.  What is it that we have to do to keep ourselves in His love?

Food for thought:   “But ye, beloved.  Ye, in contrast with the heretics and false teachers and their followers, who separate themselves, who live not formally apart from the church, but separate themselves from the truth in their life and walk, who adhere to error, who walk not according to the gospel; who are carnal, not spiritual, who teach and walk in the corruption of their own carnal, covetous, evil nature, who tempt you and seek to lead you astray by their errors,—ye, what shall ye do? What shall become of you?  How and by what power shall ye be able to stand?  And when the wrath of God is poured out upon them, how shall ye escape? What is your defense, your refuge?  What is your safeguard, your protection? How shall ye persevere and be assured of persevering? 



   Food for thought continued

Day Five continued           “Pertinent questions are these for the "beloved" in any age.  But the pertinency of these questions is underscored for us by the fact that more and more our age bears the marks of the last time. False teachers and false Christs abound. Departure from the truth and the precepts of the gospel is increasingly a sign of the times. Temptation through the lusts of this present world is ever more attractive and easy to follow. Increasingly the faithful are tempted, assaulted, taunted, troubled. More frequently it becomes necessary for the "beloved" to stand alone and to be willing to become outcasts even in their own religious and ecclesiastical circles. And the struggle to maintain and adhere to the truth strictly in confession and walk becomes ever more difficult.  How, then, shall we ever endure? 
     There is but one power upon which to depend, one power that will surely keep us, guard us, protect us, bring us safely through it all. And of that power the text speaks: the love of God!  Would you persevere and be assured of persevering even unto the end? Here is the answer: "Ye, beloved, keep yourselves in the love of God!"  And what is the sphere of that love? It is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, as sealed by the resurrection on the third day. There God gave His only begotten Son. And there He revealed His love. "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son . . ." Hence, the sphere of that love is the gospel of Jesus Christ, the sphere of the truth of the gospel. Never, therefore, can you keep yourselves in the love of God apart from the means of grace, the preaching of the Word and the sacraments, for through them only can and do we know the love of God. 
      You understand, of course, that the apostle is not speaking here of our love to God, but of God's love to us. To be sure, love is always of God. Even our love to Him is of God. It is but the result, the reflection of, and the response to His love shed abroad in our hearts. The distinction between the two is that in the one case the love of God is viewed from the aspect of its action and operation toward and upon and in us from God; in the other case, it is viewed from the aspect of its operation from us, by grace, to God-ward. But fundamentally, love is always of God. For God is love! Moreover, the two,—our love to God and God's love to us—always go hand in hand. God's love always kindles the response of our love to Him. Hence, if we keep ourselves in the one, we also keep ourselves in love to Him. 
     Nevertheless, the text speaks of God’s love to usward, not of our love to God-ward. The latter could never be our safe shelter, our refuge from the adversary. For our love to God is only in principle. And if then that love must be the ground and the guarantee of our assurance, we can immediately think of ten thousand reasons to lack confidence. For our sins rise up against us, prevailing day by day. And every one of those sins is a strong testimony that as far as the love of God is concerned we fail, fail miserably! Every one of those sins reminds us that we, if left to ourselves, would never persevere! Only the love wherewith God loves us can ever serve as our sure protection, our safe refuge!  For love is of God! God loves Himself!  Love implies the perfect subject cleaving to, breathing after, delighting in, seeking, the perfect object. Such love is eternally in and of God Triune Himself. The Father loves the Son in the Spirit. The Son loves the Father in the Spirit. And the Spirit loves the Father and the Son in Himself.  And the love wherewith God loves us, His people, is that same divine love revealed! 
     Keep yourselves in that love, beloved.  Yes, it is possible—from our point of view, from the viewpoint of our weakness and our sinful inclination to turn away from God—not to remain steadfast in that love. And it is also possible, because there are powers that are exactly seeking to separate us from that love, to lure us out of its safe refuge. Not only possible is it; but if left to ourselves, we most certainly would not remain steadfast. Hence, the admonition is necessary. We must understand that to leave the sphere of that love would be just exactly fatal for us as children of God. In the shelter of that love is our only security! And therefore it is of the utmost importance to watch carefully, to guard, to exert ourselves spiritually to remain in that love, to live by that love and from that love, to depend upon that love, to be strong in it, to realize that only in that love of God are we strong, and that only that love of God can and will bring us into eternal life. 
       It is not at all as though the operation of that love depends on our continuing in God's love. The love of God is and always remains first. Without its power we could not keep ourselves in His love. It is the "beloved," those who are principally in the love of God, who are admonished to keep themselves in it. Besides, the immediate context reminds us that there is One "who is able to keep us from falling." 










                    Food for thought continued

Day Five continued      “And so all Scripture teaches us that the love of God is first, also in the assurance of the Christian: "I am persuaded that nothing can separate me from the love of God . . ."
      But the love of God does not operate merely upon us, but in us and through us, as conscious, rational, moral beings. It operates in such a way that we seek, enjoy, depend on that love, and that too, just exactly in the awareness of its sovereignty, its abiding faithfulness, its victorious power, its all-enduring character. And if, as far as our conscious spiritual life is concerned, we abandon the Rock of that love (even though that love never lets us go completely, but always draws us again to its safe shelter), then we become for the moment most wretched and miserable, like a ship that has lost its anchor, drifting aimlessly, helplessly, tossed to and fro by the storms of the enemy's assaults.  Hence, keep yourselves in the love of God, beloved! Trust that love! Never forsake it!”         Prof. H.C. Hoeksema in the S.B. article: Keep Yourselves In The Love Of God
Prayer:  As we finish this beautiful study, may we go in prayer to our Heavenly Father, seeking His mercy to work through us and give us strength to keep ourselves in His love.

 The righteous man shall flourish well, and in the house of God shall dwell;

He shall be like a goodly tree, and all his life shall fruitful be;

For righteous is the Lord and just, He is my Rock, in Him I trust. Psalter # 250 st. 5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Six – ____________________________  

Jude 21b - mercy unto eternal life

    Today we will look at another activity of faith we are called to exercise. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         looking   Lamentations 3:25-26           II Tim. 4:8             Titus 2:1-13-14

    unto eternal life          Romans 5:21        Romans 6:23            Hebrews 9:28                  I John 5:11

  21Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
Study:    

1.  What is the last activity Jude instructs us to do?

2.  Describe just what a person does when he is looking for something:

3.  How are we then to look for the mercy of Christ?

4.  Many commentators say that looking for here can be understood as hoping or expecting.   Does that change the meaning of the verse?

5.  The verse ends with ‘unto eternal life’.  Will we experience a fuller mercy in heaven?

Food for thought:     “Mercy is that virtue of God whereby He reveals His love to us in Christ while we are in misery.  And this mercy is very great because God does not only deliver us from our sin and misery, but, as the text has it here too, He gives unto us everlasting righteousness and eternal life.  That is the great mercy of God.  And here it is the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ which is principally the same as the mercy of God.  God has revealed His abundant mercy in Christ and His cross and resurrection and glorification, through Whom and in Whom we are also delivered and glorified.  And so Jude says here: “Expecting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  That means, expecting the revelation of that mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ in the end.  Now also we receive His mercy.  




         Food for thought continued

Day Six continued      “We are born again and are righteous and have principally eternal life in our hearts.  But as yet that mercy is not revealed in all its perfection and glory.  That will not be revealed until the final day in the final resurrection.  


The mercy of Christ at the end will bring us into eternal life and glory.  Life eternal is life as it now is in Christ in glory, as we now possess it in principle in our hearts that are reborn and regenerated, and as it will be fully given unto us in the day of Christ.  It is life, which means that it is fellowship with the living God.  In that day we shall have perfect covenant fellowship with God without fail.  In that day we shall see Him face to face, always in Christ Jesus.  And that life is eternal.  We shall always, without any sign of fear of death, live that eternal life.  That eternal life cannot die, is no longer subject to death.  But it also refers to the life that stands in fellowship with God which can only be everlasting.”   








Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude
          “Let your Christian hope spur you on!  Of this the text speaks when it speaks of "looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ (the love of God in Christ revealed to us in our misery) unto eternal life." For that mercy and its final goal of eternal life we look, do we not? We expect it; we are sure of it; we long for it.  And that hope, on the one hand, is the power of sanctification. According as we look for that final mercy, we also will and do, build ourselves up on our most holy faith, and thus keep ourselves in the love of God. And, on the other hand, the love of God is, through faith, the ground of our hope. According as we keep ourselves in the love of God, through building ourselves up on our most holy faith, we experience that hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts.  Thus we hope.  And we keep ourselves in His love, until at last we reach the Father's everlasting tabernacle, there perfectly to taste all the blessings of His love.”          Prof. H.C. Hoeksema in the Standard Bearer article: Keep Yourselves In The Love Of God

Prayer:  May we close our study in prayer asking God to work in us more and more the expectation and hope of experiencing the full mercy of God through Jesus Christ in life everlasting.

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me,

                          And in God’s house forevermore my dwelling place shall be. Psalter #53 st. 5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Seven – ________________________________  

Jude 22-23 - identifying the weak and carnal in the church

     Today we begin to look at two difficult verses.  All commentators agree that this passage is difficult.  Today we will look at the commentators’ explanations of the division of the verses, and tomorrow we will look at the meanings of them.   These explanations are difficult to follow. We have no questions today, but will spend some time reading over the explanations to see what we can understand.
Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    Jude 20-23
 22And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

 23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
Study: 
1. According to Rev. H. Hoeksema, after writing about the faith of the believers in verses 20 and 21, Jude goes back to instructing them about the ungodly - the ungodly leaders in the church - in verses 22 and 23.  In these verses Jude seems to instruct the believers on how to approach two groups of people in two ways.  Some commentators believe that to be the case, others take from the original manuscripts that there are three classes of people in these verses. 

2.  Simon Kistemaker explains the problem:  “The Greek text in verses 22 and 23 presents many difficulties that have given rise to various translations.  Apart from minor variations, the verses present either three or two categories of people.  The reading in the NIV depicts three groups of people: those who doubt; others who are snatched from the fire; and others who receive pity.                                 #2 of Day Seven continued

Day Seven continued     “Many translations reduce these categories to two: “on some have compassion, but others save with fear”  (NKJV).  In view of Jude’s penchant for presenting his material in groups of three (for instance verses 1, 2, and 11), many scholars believe that the triple arrangement of the passage is original.”                                                            S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   
3.  Blum and Barker explain further:  “These verses contain certain minor textual problems.  The most important is whether three groups are in view, or only two.  The support for the longer reading is also reinforced by the triadic pattern of Jude’s thought.  Accepting the longer text, the three groups are 1) Those who are hesitating,  2) Those who need to be saved from the fire, and 3) Those who need pity because of contamination.”   



      Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
4.  According to Jamison Faussett Brown: 


Verse 22 in the two oldest manuscripts does not read: ‘have compassion, making a difference’, but reads: convict, or reprove to their conviction, when separating themselves.  And in verse 23 the words ‘with fear’ do not come after ‘others’, but after ‘snatching them out of the fire’.  

   The three classes then are:  

     (1) those who contend with you (accusative case in oldest manuscripts), whom you should convict; 

     (2) those who are as brands already in the fire, of which hell-fire is the consummation: these you should try to save by snatching them out; 

     (3) those who are objects of compassion, whom accordingly you should be compassionate (and help if occasion should offer), but at the same time not let pity degenerate into connivance at their error. Your compassion is to be accompanied "with fear" of being at all defiled by them. 

5.  Rev. Hoeksema also believes that there are three groups here:  “The translation here is somewhat difficult.  There is another reading (other than that in the KJV) which to my mind is probably the best.  According to that other reading, three different classes of leaders in the congregation are distinguished.  The reading of the first clause, translated, would be “and rebuke and punish those that are doubting and in unbelief.”  The second clause means: “and save some of them as being snatched out of the fire.”  And the last clause reads: “Have compassion, active compassion, on some, and that without fear, hating the garments that are defiled with the flesh.”                                                             Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude
Food for thought:     “We must remember that Jude is not writing about the ungodly who are outside of the congregation and who are heretics and antinomians.  But he is writing about the members of the church who are weak and carnal, and who are tempted by the heretics that corrupted them.  In that connection we have especially three classes here, namely: those that the author says are to be rebuked and punished because of their indifference and doubt, which is a doubt close to unbelief; the second class are those of whom Jude says that the congregation must attempt to save them as those that are snatched from the fire, and the third class are those whom Jude describes as those on whom they must have compassion, but in fear, even hating the garment that is defiled and corrupted with the flesh.


The question has been asked too, whether there is any definite order in these three classes.  I have an idea that there is.  In my opinion, the first class is the worst.  They are those that must be rebuked and punished because of their doubt and unbelief.  The second class is next in order of seriousness.  That class is a little better, for Jude tells the congregation that they must save them, but so as snatched out from the fire.  And the third class is undoubtedly the best.  The congregation must have compassion on them, although with fear, hating the garment that is defiled by the flesh.”  Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude


Others read a different order (best to worst) in these three classes of ungodly.  John MacArthur wrote:  “The first group are those who need compassion and tenderness because sincere doubts trouble them. Their problem is not a violent reaction against Christianity; their problem is doubt. The second group includes those requiring a bold confrontation if they are to be snatched from an eternity in hell.   MacArthur continued

Day Seven continued      “They have gone past doubt and have committed themselves to a false system. The last group are those who must be dealt with very cautiously. They are so vile in their contamination by evil that the believer is in danger of being contaminated himself.  (Resourced from the web)

    a. Compassion Towards the Wavering   “And of some have compassion, making a difference”

    b. Deliverance Towards the Desperate   “And others, pulling them out of the fire”

    c. Holy Trepidation Towards the Ensnared   “and some save with fear, hating even the garment polluted 

         by the flesh”

Prayer:  Being instructed by the Word of God to have compassion on those who walk in error, may we ask our God to work in us the desire and the wisdom to witness the truth of His Word to them.

Amid the thronging worshipers Jehovah will I bless;

Before my brethren, gathered there, His Name will I confess,

Come, praise Him, ye that fear the Lord, ye children of His grace;

                          With reverence sound His glories forth and bow before His face.  Psalter #51 st. 1

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Eight – ___________________________________  

Jude 22- 23 - dealing with the weak and carnal in the church

    Today we will look closer at the instruction Jude gives the believers on how to deal with the weak and carnal in the congregation.  As Guzik wrote in his commentary on Jude: “Using wisdom, we approach different people in different manners; by being sensitive to the Holy Spirit, we can know when we should comfort, and when we should rebuke.”
Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    Jude 22-23        James 5:19-20      I John 5:16 -17              
save   I Cor. 5:3-5            pulled    Zechariah 3:2          hating       Isaiah 64:4     
22And of some have compassion, making a difference: 
23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
Study:    

1.  Rev. Hoeksema wrote concerning the duty of the believers to the first class of weak and carnal in the congregation:   “and rebuke and punish those that are doubting and in unbelief.” 

     a.  How do you think this class of weak and carnal in the congregation were living, that they had to be

            dealt with so harshly?              I Cor. 5:3-5               

     b.  What is scripture demanding of the believer here?  What is it we are to do with this class of weak and 

              carnal?   II Thess. 3:14-15      

2.  Rev. Hoeksema explains the instruction to the believers concerning the second class of weak in the congregation: “and save some of them as being snatched out of the fire.”

     a.  What is the meaning of ‘pulling them out of the fire’?   Zechariah 3:2     

     b.  What is God’s Word instructing the believers in the congregation to do with this type of weak?

3.  Rev. Hoeksema wrote of this third class of weak in the congregation:  “Have compassion, active compassion, on some, and that without fear, hating the garments that are defiled with the flesh.”

    a.  Explain the Biblical picture of a defiled garment:    Leviticus 13:47-59

 









                    Questions continued

Day Eight continued    

    b. Explain then, the instruction given to believers in this part of the verse.  What is it that believers hate in the lives of this class of weak members of the church?    Galatians 6:1      

Food for thought:    “As to the first class, Jude emphasizes that they must be rebuked and punished.  I do not think that punishment means that they are to be expelled from the congregation, although undoubtedly it means that they must be disciplined in whatever form discipline was in use in those days.  But certainly they must be disciplined, and if they do not repent, then they will be put outside of the congregation and expelled from the church.  The reason why they must be so rebuked and punished is because they doubt in regard to the truth, so that they are near unbelief.  And it stands to reason that such doubt is not only intellectual and spiritual, but that it also manifests itself in actual life, so that they also lead a carnal life and follow the heretics.  For that reason they must be rebuked and punished.  And if they do not repent they must be expelled from the church.


About the second class Jude admonishes them that they must be saved.  The congregation must save them as snatched out of the fire.  The fire here is not the fire of the final judgment day, but is the fire of their own carnal life, their own corruption, by which evidently they too followed the heretics.  Yet they still can be saved, although it is rather precarious.  Therefore the congregation must take immediate action.  They must not tarry. They must not wait, but immediately take steps to save them from their own carnal life out of the fire.  The word translated snatch means to take out violently, to snatch out as by force.  And this is applied here to those that must be saved as snatched out of the fire.  This means that the church must take forceful steps if they are to be saved, and they must not wait.  They must take immediate steps to snatch them from the carnal life according to which they follow the heretics.  That then is the second class.  


The third class the author describes as those on whom they must have compassion in fear.  The word translated here as compassion means to have compassion in the active sense of the word.  It is to have compassion so that they also take steps to save them.  It is compassion with a view to their salvation.  It is not merely a passive pity but an active compassion.  The author adds to that; ‘in fear.’  And the reason for that addition is undoubtedly expressed in the last clause.  They must so fear in that action that they reveal their hatred of even the garment that is defiled by the flesh.  The apostle uses the figure of a garment here.  The picture is undoubtedly to be taken not in the figurative but in the literal sense of the word.  It refers to the undergarment, the garment that is immediately close to the body.  And if that garment is defiled and filthy, it stands to reason that the body becomes dirty.  And so the apostle uses that figure to express that they must fear by hating even the garment that is defiled by the flesh.  And so they must try to save them.  They must try to save all those different classes.  But this is undoubtedly with a different degree of the possibility of salvation.”                                                               Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude

        Blum and Barker treat these three classes in reverse order:


“The first command is to show mercy to those who are doubting (or hesitating).  The teaching and example of the false teachers have caused them to be uncertain about the truth of Christianity.  They must be dealt with patiently and mercifully by showing them Christian love.  


The second group needs to be dealt with directly and vigorously.  Salvation is God’s work, and here Christians are portrayed as God’s instruments for snatching brands out of the fire.  The picture is of a person slipping into the eternal fire but rescued from error by the grace and truth of God.


The final group of people appears to be deep in the immorality of the false teachers.  Their very clothing is ‘stained by corrupted flesh.’  Perhaps the figure is that their depravity has made them infectious.  Christians are to show mercy as in the first case, but now they are to be fearful lest the infection spread to them.  Yet even here God’s wondrous grace can exchange the excrement-covered garments for festive garments of righteousness.  (Zech. 3:3-4)”             Blum and Barker in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary   











                 Day Eight continued

Day Eight continued

Prayer:  As we have seen, God’s Word call us to be active in correcting and rebuking sin in our brothers in Christ.  May we close our study in prayer asking God to give us wisdom and grace to obey these commands to His glory.  

A new and joyful song of praise my thankful heart He taught,

A song of glory to our God for all that He has wrought.

And many who behold how good the Lord has been to me

                          Shall learn to fear, and in His Name their trust henceforth shall be. Psalter #108 st. 3&4     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Day Nine – _______________________________ 

Jude 24a - Jude’s doxology

    Today we will begin to look at the beautiful doxology Jude wrote to complete his letter to his beloved believers.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   Jude 24-25    able    John 10:29-30     Rom. 8:31      Rom. 16:25-27     Eph. 3:20    II Tim. 4:18

 24Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 

Study:    

1.  What is a doxology?

2.  Who is this doxology to?

3.  According to all that we have learned in Jude, what do you think he means here that He is able to keep you from falling?  

4.  Since a doxology is praise or worship, why does Jude speak praise here by describing God as Him that is able to keep us from falling, rather than something like; unto Him that is holy, or eternal, etc.?

5.  What does it mean to you that God is able to keep you from falling?   What affect does that have on your life?  

Food for thought:  “God, as the only wise God, is able to keep us from falling. It requires a very wise God, who is almighty, to do just that. The term in the Greek for "keep from falling" might be translated; "keep from stumbling." The metaphor here is derived from the usage among the Greeks to harness their horses and bind their legs in such a way so as to support them in their races, to keep them from stumbling and ultimately from falling. Thus the saints must be kept from stumbling. And particularly the saints whom Jude is addressing must be kept from falling into the antinomian error of changing the grace of God into lasciviousness in doctrine and life. That is the only hope. If we were left to our own strength and ability for even one moment we would stumble and fall. Yes, our Savior God in Jesus ever lives to pray for us. He who said to Peter: Satan has willed to sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith fail not. We are kept in the power of God.  We must not conceive of this power of God simply in an abstract and purely mystical way, so that the Christian simply spontaneously does the will of the Lord and is kept. Just as the body is in need of food to be strengthened and needs medicine and surgery to ward off disease and weakness, so our spiritual life is in need of warning so that we may be strong and contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. 








          Food for thought continued

Day Nine continued      “Our fathers of Dordt are in line with Jude when they write in Heads of Doctrine III/ IV, 17, for grace is conferred by means of admonitions; and the more readily we perform our duty, the more eminently usually is this blessing of God working in us, and the more directly is His work advanced; to whom alone all the glory both of the means, and of their saving fruit and efficacy is forever due. Amen." 
                             Rev. George C. Lubbers in the Standard Bearer article: Exposition on Jude 1:24, 25

“Although the believers observe the apostasy of heretics, they know that God is able to protect His own and keep their salvation intact.  Compare the jubilant statement of Paul.  “ I am convinced that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”  (I Tim. 1:12b).


Fully aware of the danger of falling into temptation and being attacked by sin, Jude tells the Christians to put their trust in almighty God.  He says, ‘God is able to keep you.’  God is able to guard his own people as ‘the apple of his eye’ (Deut. 32:10), for they are His precious possession.  The verb to keep in verse 24 means ‘providing protection from external attack.’  Hence God protected righteous Noah and his family from the raging waters of the flood (II Peter 2:5), yet Noah had to build the ark.  Consequently, the believer knows that as God provides the means for defense against any assault, so he must use these means to protect himself.  In his letter Jude teaches the twofold doctrine of God’s protecting care and man’s responsibility.  He assures the believers that God is able to keep them from falling (vs. 24) , and tells them to keep themselves in God’s love (vs. 21). The text describes believers who are kept by God Himself from stumbling into sin and thus from falling away from Him.”                                    

   S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   

Prayer:  He is able!  As we finish our study today, may we give praise to our Heavenly Father for His faithfulness, and may we give thanks to Him for keeping us from falling.  

Though foes assail I will not fear, for at my side the Lord is near;

                               The Lord my helper, I shall win the vict’ry o’er the hosts of sin.  Psalter #319 st. 4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Ten – _______________________________ 

Jude 24b - able to present us faultless 

   Today we will look at the beautiful second part of Jude’s doxology of praise.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         present   II Cor. 4:14      Eph. 5:25-27       faultless    Col. 1:22      Heb. 13:20-21
the presence     I Thess. 4:16-17       exceeding     Psalm 21:6       II Cor. 4:17     I Pet. 4:13
 24Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 
Study:  

1.  What is meant by ‘the presence of his glory’?

2.  What does it mean then that God presents us before the presence of His glory?

3.  Define faultless:

4.  What do you think it means then that God is able to present us faultless?
          (How did Peter describe Christ as faultless in I Peter 1:19?)

5.  Describe what ‘joy’ means to you.  











                      Questions continued

Day Ten continued

6.  Why then would Jude finish this teaching with the description ‘with exceeding joy’?
Food for thought:    “God, as the only wise God, is able to keep us from falling. It requires a very wise God, who is almighty, to do just that. Then Jude adds: “and is able to make you stand before the face of his glory blameless with great joy.” Although principally we may say that believers now too stand before the face of the glory of God in Christ through His revelation, yet in the present time they do not see Him, do not see Christ, and therefore do not see the face of God, and will not see it until after the resurrection.  Then they will stand before the face of His glory, blameless.  Faultless means without spot or wrinkle.  The face of His glory is the glorious face of God.  That is probably the best translation.  And before that glorious face of God they shall be able to stand without spot or wrinkle and with great joy.  That is the first part of the doxology, that is, it is only the introduction to the doxology.”    Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude
 
“To present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.”  We are unable to enter heaven on our own account, but God who is rich in mercy protects us from falling away and causes us to enter heaven’s glory.  Through the work of Jesus Christ, God presents us blameless in His glorious presence.  Peter uses the words ‘without blemish’ when he describes Christ as a lamb without defect (I Peter 1:19).  God not only cleanses us from sin, but also grants His people unceasing joy.  That is, heaven is filled with the continuous rejoicing of saints and angels (Luke 15:5&10; Rev. 19:7).  Because of their redemption, Christians are filled not with terror but with joy when they enter the presence of God.”  

                                                                        S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   
Prayer:  We have glimpses of joy now when we live in God’s presence, but when we will live before His face in Christ Jesus, not able to sin, we will have the fulfillment of that great joy.  May we take these inspired words and go to God in prayer with thanksgiving for His great grace.

According to Thy gracious Word uphold me, Lord, deliver me;

 O do not let me be ashamed of patient hope and trust in Thee;

                            O hold Thou me, and I shall stand and ever follow Thy command. Psalter #335 st. 2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Eleven – ___________________________  

Jude 25a - God our Savior

    Today we will look into how we may say that God is our Savior.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       the only wise God      Job 12:12     Job 28:28       Psalm 104:24       Psalm 147:5-6         I Tim. 1:17    

God my Savior     Isaiah 12:2       Isaiah 45:21        I Tim. 2:3       Titus 1:3-4        Titus 3:4    
 25To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
Study:    

1.   What is wisdom?

2.  Using the following texts, describe (and meditate on) what it means to you that God is the only wise God:


Romans 11:33      


Romans 16:27


Ephesians 1:8     

3.  Some commentators say that the word wise is not in the original.  See Deut. 6:4

            Would that change the meaning of the verse? 



         Questions continued

Day Eleven continued

4.  Who do you think of when you read the word Savior?

5.  The text does not speak of Jesus, but God.  How can it be said that God is our Savior?

6.  Consider the following texts and explain how they teach that God is our Savior:


Isaiah 12:2


Luke 1:47     


I Tim. 2:3 


Titus 3:4-6 

Food for thought:   “Next comes the main part of the doxology.  It is introduced with the words “The only  God”.  God is the only God.  There is no God beside Him.  He must have all the glory and all the praise and honor.  No other beings may receive any praise or glory except this only God.   To this is added ‘our Savior.’  That also belongs to God.  It refers to God Who is the source of all our salvation.  He saves us, and no one else.  Nevertheless, He is the Savior, according to the text, through the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ God has revealed Himself as the Savior.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, God has revealed Himself as our Savior.                                                                      Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude

“To the only God our Savior.”  Here is the second part of Jude’s exquisite doxology.  Jude ends his epistle by ascribing glory to God alone; compare the well-known Latin motto Soli Deo Gloria (to God alone be the glory). The adjective only (‘alone’) is commonly used in doxologies (Rom. 16:27; I Tim. 1:17, etc.)  and reflects Israel’s creed, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one”  (Deut. 6:4).


Granted that the New Testament writers apply the term Savior to Jesus, in several passages they mention that God is our Savior.  This ascription is common in the Old Testament, especially in the Psalms and the prophetical books.  God is the Savior of His people; in the fullness of time He sent His Son to redeem them from sin.  Through Jesus Christ we are redeemed from sin and guilt and translated to glory (see Col. 1:12-14).”                                                   S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   


“The focal point of this doxology is God! He is called "the only wise God our Savior." Three elements here call for our attention: 
1. He is God. The Bible does not try to prove with logical arguments that God is! The Bible begins with the confession and dogma: "In the beginning God. . . ." The church in the wilderness understood, and all the devils in hell understand that God is, and they tremble!! They understand that God is one! And this one God is over all, through all, and in all! That is the heart-beat of this doxology and of all spiritual songs! 
2. That He alone is God. Fact is, there is a reading in the Greek text which omits the attribute "wise" and speaks of the "only God." That, too, is preeminently necessary in a doxology to God. Not man, not his salvation is the center, but God is central in all his works, preeminently in our salvation! Thus He is here acknowledged. 
3. That He is the only wise God. God's wisdom is that virtue and perfection of God by which He so arranges all things in history that they lead to the highest end and glory of His name, and to the greatest salvation of a poor sinner, to the rectification of the angels who had not fallen, and to the renewal of both heaven and earth through the destruction of the world by fire. He sees and proclaims the end from the beginning according to the counsel of His will. This wisdom is here most intimately connected with our "Savior." He is the Savior of those who raise the anthems to the great white throne. He is our Saviour in Jesus, who will save His people from their sins. He is their God: Immanuel, God-with-us. God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself!”                      Rev. George C. Lubbers in the Standard Bearer article: Exposition on Jude 1:24-25
 









        Food for thought continued

Day Eleven continued       “God, the Saviour, is definitely the God Who through the blood saves His people from sin, and the whole creation for their sakes. Rom. 8:21. That such is the case is clear from what we read in Jude 24, 25 : “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to preserve you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God, our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever, Amen.” Also here “Savior” is in the Christological, soteriological and truly eschatological sense; all things reunited in Christ Jesus!  Do we not read in I Tim. 1:l that Paul is an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Savior, and the Lord Jesus Christ which is our hope? And do we not read again of God as Savior in I Tim. 4:10 of the “living God, who is the Savior of all men, specially of those who believe”? And is this same God not called Savior in Titus 3:4-6 where we read: “But after that the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done?”                      Rev. G. Lubbers in the Standard Bearer article: Exposition of I Timothy
Prayer:   Once again we rejoice in the teaching of God’s Word and the beautiful riches found in just six words.  May we bring our thoughts to God our Savior in a prayer of thanksgiving, praising Him for the blessings of our salvation. 

O come and to Jehovah sing, to Him our voices raise;

Let us in our most joyful songs the Lord our Saviour praise, 

the Lord our Saviour praise.   Psalter #256 st. 1

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Twelve – _________________________________  

Jude 25b - glory, majesty, dominion, and power forever

   Today we will look at the close of Jude’s doxology, and the praises he gives to the only God our Savior.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    Jude 24-25        I Chronicles 29:11           Matthew 6:13           I Peter 5:10-11
 25To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
Study:    

1.   We believe that God already has all glory, majesty, dominion and power.  What does Jude mean then when he writes:  To the only wise God our Saviour be glory, majesty, dominion and power? 

2.  Define what is meant here by glory:   Psalm 72:18-19        Ephesians 3:21      II Peter 3:18    Rev. 21:23 

3.  Define what is meant here by majesty:    Psalm 145:12

4.  Define what is meant here by dominion: (strength, power)  Psalm 103:22    Psalm 145:13     I Peter 4:11          Rev. 1:6

5.  Define what is meant here by power: (rule) Psalm 145:11

6.  Jude writes here that these attributes are to be ascribed to Him.  Why is it we are called to praise Him using His own attributes?    Rev. 4:11

7.  Describe how Jude ends his doxology and what that means.

8.  Close today’s study by meditating on Rev. 5:11-13.



Day Twelve continued

Day Twelve continued          

Food for thought:    “And then comes the doxology proper.  Glory and majesty and strength and power or authority are ascribed here unto God.  Glory is ascribed to God because He is infinite in all His attributes and shines forth in all His attributes.  Majesty is the divine majesty, the majesty of one that is absolutely sovereign over all.  Dominion is strength, and in that sense, power.  To God must be ascribed all the power.  He is the almighty, and all the power in heaven and on earth is His only.  And power is power in the sense of authority.  Not found in the King James Version is the phrase: ‘before all eternity.’  It may mean before the whole world.  But it is probably better to take it in the sense of, ‘before all eternity,’ emphasizing the absolute eternity of God.  And to that finally Jude adds: ‘both now and forevermore, Amen.”   








Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on Jude
 
“To Him be glory, majesty, power, and authority.  In his doxology Jude lists four divine attributes.  To God belongs everlasting glory, for it is essential to His being.  Glory is commonly ascribed to Him in doxologies.  Ascribing glory to God, however, is merely acknowledging an essential aspect of His being, for in essence God is glory.   


The expression majesty applies only to God the Father.  It occurs three times in the New Testament (twice in the Epistle to the Hebrews, where it is used instead of the name of God (1:3 and 8:1), and once here).  In post apostolic literature the term also refers to God. 


In the New Testament the last two attributes, power and authority, are virtually synonymous.  The word power appears in doxologies and refers to God and to Christ (I Tim 6:16; I Peter 4:11; Rev.1:6; Rev. 5:13).  And the term authority occurs in Jesus’ majestic utterance: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”  (Matt. 28:18).  Thus, God the Father gave His Son Jesus Christ all authority (see John 5:27; Rev. 12:10).  


“Before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.”   In a few words Jude describes the totality of time pertaining to the past, the present, and the future.  With our finite minds we are unable to comprehend eternity and accordingly must express ourselves in generalities.  The writer of Hebrews uses common terms when he describes time in relation to Jesus.  He says: “Jesus is the same yesterday and today and forever” (13:8).  Jude ends this outstanding doxology with a resounding ‘amen.’  May everyone concur and say, “So be it.”                                                                S. Kistemaker in his N. T. Commentary on the Epistle of Jude   

Prayer:   May we close our study of these verses and our study of Jude with the doxology of praise in prayer to our Heavenly Father:  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

Thy works shall give Thee thanks, O Lord, Thy saints Thy mighty acts shall show,

 till o’er the earth the sons of men Thy kingdom, power, and glory know.

Eternal is Thy kingdom, Lord, forever strong and ever sure;

                                 while generations rise and die shall Thy dominion still endure. Psalter #397 sts. 7&8

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Thirteen – ________________________________ 

Review of Jude 17-25 

     Today we will review Jude 17-25.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       Jude 17-25  











               Day Thirteen continued

Day Thirteen continued

Review:    

17But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

17But, beloved, remember ye (call to your minds-do not neglect to remember) the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; (The message of the gospel given to them by the apostles - those taught by Christ.)
 18How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 

 18How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, (remember how these apostles told you there would be those who mock the truth of the scriptures in the end times) who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. (Scoffers who purposely transgress the law of God to fill up the measure of their godlessness.)
 19These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 

 19These be they who separate themselves, (They separated themselves in life and walk from the truth;) sensual, having not the Spirit. (“natural” in distinction from spiritual, carnal men who have not the Spirit of Christ as is evident from all their walk and life and doctrine.)

 20But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

 20But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, (the beloved saints have the Spirit.  And by that Spirit they must build themselves up in the most holy faith. They must be active.  And the action on their part is the fruit of the act of the Holy Spirit within them, which they have.) praying in the Holy Ghost, (And as they pray in the sphere of the Holy Spirit they are also at the same time building themselves up in the most holy faith.)

 21Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

 21Keep yourselves in the love of God,(Only in the love of God are we strong, and only that love of God can and will bring us into eternal life. It is of utmost importance to watch carefully, to guard, to exert ourselves spiritually to remain in that love, to live by that love and from that love, to depend upon that love, to be strong in it, to realize that only in that love of God are we strong, and that only that love of God can and will bring us into eternal life.  Hence, the sphere of that love is the gospel of Jesus Christ, the sphere of the truth of the gospel. Never; therefore, can you keep yourselves in the love of God apart from the means of grace, the preaching of the Word and the sacraments. For through them only can and do we know the love of God.) looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. (Expecting the revelation of the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ,  not revealed until the final day in the final resurrection.)  

 22And of some have compassion, making a difference: 

 22And of some have compassion, making a difference: 
 23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

 23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
(Rebuke and punish those that are doubting and in unbelief, and save some of them as being snatched out of the fire, and: “Have compassion, active compassion, on some, and that without fear, hating the garments that are defiled with the flesh.”)            



                            Day Thirteen continued

Day Thirteen continued                                                              

 24Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 

 24Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, (Jude tells the Christians to put their trust in almighty God.  Fully aware of the danger of falling into temptation and being attacked by sin, Jude says: ‘God is able to keep you.’ God is able to provide protection from external attack.  Our spiritual life is in need of warning so that we may be strong and contend for the faith once delivered to the saints.)  and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, (And Who is able to make them stand before the face of His glory blameless, with great joy, so that before that glorious face of God they shall be able to stand without spot or wrinkle and with great joy.)
 25To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

 25To the only wise God our Saviour, (Jude ends his epistle by ascribing glory to God alone. God's wisdom is that virtue and perfection of God by which He so arranges all things in history that they lead to the highest end and glory of His name.  God is the source of all our salvation. He is the Savior through the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ God has revealed Himself as the Savior.)  be glory (Glory is ascribed to God because He is infinite in all His attributes and shines forth in all His attributes.) and majesty, (Majesty is the divine majesty, the majesty of one that is absolutely sovereign over all.) dominion (Dominion is strength, and in that sense; power.  To God must be ascribed all the power.  He is the almighty, and all the power in heaven and on earth is His only.)  and power, (And power is power in the sense of authority.)  both now and ever. Amen.  (In a few words Jude describes the totality of time pertaining to the past, the present, and the future.   Then Jude ends this outstanding doxology with a resounding ‘amen.’  May everyone say, “So be it.”)                                                                  
 Food for thought:      “That we are exhorted to contend for that faith presupposes that that faith is challenged, or rather that the church is challenged for her faith. One does not contend for something unless that something is seriously threatened…Our contention must always assume a two-fold form. On the one hand, it implies a defensive battle.  When the faith is threatened, or the saints are threatened for their faith, they rise up to defend it. No guard must be let down so that the enemy of the faith may sneak in to destroy it… God's Word is the saint's defense. Let it be clearly understood, Jude is not saying here that the faith is something so frail and helpless that unless the saints fight the enemy it may be destroyed. No, the faith, like the immovable rock in the ocean, will be still standing after all the storms of the sea have passed over it. But the apostle is reflecting on the calling of the saints. They must contend. They must take their stand over against the enemy that threatens them who stand by their faith. 
     Contending for the faith also implies an offensive warfare. Wars are not won simply by hiding behind our defenses. Wars are won when the battle is taken to the enemy in a great offensive. O, indeed, it is true, when the enemy attacks, you rise up immediately to defend; but shall the enemy be vanquished, he must be attacked. And all the arts of warfare must be employed and deployed until there is no more enemy to conquer. 
     The contention of the enemies of the truth is very real. It may never be taken lightly or for granted. The weakness of the saints and the spiritual lethargy they often evince are also very real. That is why they must be stirred up, exhorted in no uncertain terms, to contend earnestly for the faith. 
      Would you like a good illustration of this contention, then you must look at Jesus when He was confronted by the devil in the wilderness. When He was tempted of the devil three times, how did He answer? "It is written!" The devil had no weapons that could pierce that armor. Nor can evil men succeed to destroy the saints when they contend earnestly for the faith. 
      What must the saints hear today? Our calling as churches and as saints of God is to rise up, and earnestly contend for the faith. Fearlessly we must say with Jesus: "It is written!"   By the grace of God, therefore, ye saints, stand fast! And fight the battle of faith! Do it by your word, and by your walk!  Only so will God preserve unto Himself a people that is ready for the coming of the Lord!”

                                                         Rev. M. Schipper in the Standard Bearer article: Contending for the Faith
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