Women’s Bible Study  

The Epistles of I, II, III John and Jude

Lessons Learned in our Study of These Epistles
    Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. I John 4:15 

Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.  Jude 3
       We’ve learned many truths in our study this year.  We have included here the main themes which we have found in the Epistles of John and Jude, along with the verses in which they are found, and have added various quotes concerning those themes.  May this summary help us take these truths with us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Living the Antithesis

     We saw all through the epistles of John that in order to emphasize his truths he used many contrasts.

     I John 1:5-6            I John 2:8-11          I John 3:10-12            I John 3:14             I John 3:16-17  

              I John 4:20                I John 5:12                      I John 5:19                 III John 9-12  

  Our own Sandra Van Dyke (a.k.a. Sam) has written for us, from the scriptures we studied this year, this list of how the life of the child of God contrasts with the life of the unbeliever.  As we take in these comparisons, may we be thankful for what God has done for us and in us. 

     I John 3:10 “In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:”
The Child of God 





The Child of the devil 
Does not sin/confesses/forgiven of sin……………..Commits sin/lives continually in sin/is a liar 

Does righteousness………………………………....Does not do righteousness but does unrighteousness

Loves God and the brother…………………………Hates the brother and God/loves the world

Confesses Jesus Christ is come in the flesh………...Does not confess Jesus Christ in the flesh (incarnation)

Regenerated /hears God/unction……………………Unregenerate/does not hear God/understanding darkened

Knows the truth from the lie………………………..Loves and hears only the lie

Fellowship with God………………………………..No fellowship with God

Walks in the light/truth……………………………..Walks in darkness and the lie continually

Tries the spirits whether they are True……………...Follows the spirit of error/Satan

Teaches the Truth………………………………......Seduces into error

The evil one touches him not……………………….Lies in the evil one - I John 5:19

Keeps himself ………………………………...........Abides in death - I John 3:14 

Abides in Him that is True………………………….Denies the Father and Son are One

Confidence/boldness in judgment………………….Fear of judgment

Asks and it is given (according to God’s will)…….Wisdom of men

Knows and keeps God’s commandments………….Hypocritical life - says he loves God but hates the brother

Faith………………………………...........................Unbelief

Witness of God……………………………….......…Witness of men/Satan

Eternal life………………………………..................Eternal judgment

Has life in the Son……………………………….......Has not the Son/ has death

Believes on the Name of the Son of God……………Does not believe on the Name of the Son of God

Prays for the brother………………………………....Sins unto death

Does not entertain deceivers/antichrists……………..Deceives with the deceiver

Loves and walks in the Truth………………………..Loves and walks the lie

Does hospitality to the brother………………………Receives not the brother in hospitality

His soul prospers (spiritually)……………………….Works out of pride/seeks his own

Humble……………………………….......................Proud/ loves preeminence

Follows good and is of God (fellowship w/ God)...Follows evil and has not seen God (no fellowship w/ God)

Promotes the Gospel of Christ (helpers of the truth).Hinders the Gospel of Christ (prates w/malicious words)
Jesus is the Son of God

   “The doctrine of Christ's divinity is the dividing line between Christianity and paganism, church and world, salvation and condemnation.”                              Rev. James D. Slopsema in the S.B. article: Nicene Creed

 One of the main purposes of the inspired writings of John in his epistles was to stress over and over to the believers the absolute necessity of believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God, the promised Messiah, Who was human and divine. This was one of the great errors of the ungodly men that John warned the believers about. 

     I John 1:1-3      I John 2:1-2       I John 3:5-6       I John 3:16         I John 4:2-3       I John 4:9-10

 I John 4:14       I John 5:1          I John 5:5          I John 5:10-11    I John 5:13          II John 7      II John 9   

Jesus Christ the Son of God:  “The importance of the doctrine of Christ's divinity cannot be over-emphasized. It lies at the very heart of theology, for one thing. It is, for example, so closely bound up with the doctrine of the Trinity that the two really cannot be separated. This is abundantly clear from the early history of the church. The first heresies with which the church had to deal were the so-called Trinitarian heresies, some of which are named in Article IX of the Belgic Confession. Without exception these early heresies either touched on the whole question of Christ's divinity, or involved a direct attack on that doctrine and led, in the history of the early church, directly into the so-called Christological controversies. 
     It is obvious, too, that the truth that Christ is God cannot be separated from His work as Savior and the whole doctrine of the atonement. He has power over life and death—power to lay down His own life and take it again, power also to conquer death for us and to give us His own everlasting, heavenly life—only because He is the Living God. Only as Almighty God was He able to bear the wrath of God against sin, and only as the righteous Lord could He obtain for us righteousness and peace with God. The whole value and power of His sacrifice depends not only on what He did, but on Who He is. 
     John points out in II John 9, that a person who does not have this doctrine of Christ does not have God. This is what Athanasius, the greatest defender of this truth the church has ever produced, said about the Arians of his day, "Being Arians, they are not Christians." The church must insist on this in her witness to the Jews and to the sects. We also must insist on it in our witness to those of the various sects who come knocking on our doors, that they are unbelievers and idolaters, who shall die in their sins, unless they repent and are converted to God.”


              Rev. Ronald H. Hanko  in the S.B. article:  The Two Natures of Christ—The Deity of Christ


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Difficulties 


In our studies of both the epistles of John and Jude we had passages that were quite difficult to understand.  We can say, with the help of study and the use of commentaries, we began to understand them.

    The commandment new, yet not new:      I John 2:7-8 and II John 5            

    John’s writings to fathers, young men and children:     I John 2:12-14

    Jesus coming by blood, water and Spirit:     I John 5:6-9

    The unpardonable sin:     I John 5:16-17

    How we are to deal with sinners in the congregation:   Jude 22-23

  On dealing with different types of sinners in the congregation Rev. J. Kortering wrote:

      “Jude mentions an important balance which is necessary if we are to deal with apostasy effectively. We must know the error, be strong ourselves, but also be personally concerned for those who walk in sin. Even though he describes their sin in awful detail, he does not say "Let them go to hell," "kick them out of the church and be done with it." No, listen: "And of some have compassion, making a difference: and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh," vs. 22, 23. Some must be rebuked firmly and severely; others must be gently led to see their evil, using discretion and wisdom. In all instances, sin must be abhorred as a contaminated garment (probably referring to one a leper wore).”                                       Rev. Jason L. Kortering in the S.B. article: Contend Earnestly For the Faith
God is Love  -  God is Light


In our study of John we looked into at least two of God’s attributes.  We learned that God is light, and if we say we have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we lie.   And we learned that God is love, and if we don’t love the brother we don’t know God.  And when we do dwell in love, we dwell in God and He dwells in us.  

 
                I John 1:5                             I John 4:8                      I John 4:16

God is light. “There is no darkness in Him.  God is the sum-total of all good, of all infinite perfections.  He is the Absolute and infinite goodness, also consciously, so that the Lord is eternally and perfectly devoted unto Himself. God is light. The Lord does not merely possess light. God has the origin, the uncaused origin, of His infinite perfection within Himself. Hence, Jehovah is the Absolute Light. He is the only Good and can therefore never be devoted unto anything but Himself. Every vibration of the infinite Divine Being throbs eternally with light, and He is in Himself an overflowing Fount of eternal perfections. Consequently, Jehovah is untemptable.  Even as in the natural sense filth cannot affect a fountain of water, so God is exalted above every possibility of temptation. He hates all evil, delights eternally in Himself, lives in an inaccessible light.”  


          Rev. H. Veldman in the Standard Bearer article:  From Holy Writ  
God is love:  “That God is Love means first of all, then, that God has love in Himself. In other words, He loves Himself first of all and above all. That love of God for Himself is in Him a bond of perfectness. It is the bond which binds the three perfect Persons of the Holy Trinity together in the perfection of the One God. Just as imperfection separates and divides (Is. 59:2), so perfection draws together and unites (John 17:21-23). God's love is His own infinite perfection seeking itself and making Him, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, One God. This is the reason why John speaks of the Trinity in his First Epistle. The doctrine of the Trinity there, is not an incidental matter, separated from the main point of the Epistle, but the foundation of all that the Epistle says about love, and the great explanation of the truth that God is Love. 
      This means in turn that God has no need of us to be a God of love. He finds the perfect object of His love in Himself. That He does reveal His love to us, therefore, is only grace. This revelation of love, however, is always a revelation of the love of God, the love which is a bond of perfectness. The love which God reveals to us is not some vague, indefinable sentiment, but a power by which He binds us to Himself in sweet fellowship (I John 1:3, 4:12). Nor is it only a bond, but a bond of perfectness, for it is also a power by which He makes us perfect (John 17:23, I John 4:7, 10-12), so that we may live in His fellowship. He cannot love us in our imperfection, or He denies Himself as a God of love.” 

Rev. Ronald H. Hanko in the S.B. article: God is Love   
God loves me
 “All that really matters in life is that Christ loves me. That’s comfort.  Nothing in this world can harm me.  I am safe because I am loved by Christ who sits on the right hand of God.  Christ identifies Himself with me.  He shares with me all that is His.  I need not feel cast down because of my own worthlessness or insignificance.  Mine is the honor that I am identified with the Son of God and the glory of His kingdom.  I may be ecstatic with the experience of the love of God for me.  My heart is overwhelmed with the knowledge - God loves me.”       



Prof. Engelsma  in a communion sermon

  “Knowing and believing God’s love is the key to delighting in Him. As much as we see of the love of God, so much shall we delight in Him, and no more.  This, if anything, will work upon us to make our abode with Him. If the love of a father will not make a child delight in him, what will?  Exercise your thoughts upon this very thing, the eternal, free, and fruitful love of the Father, and see if your hearts be not wrought upon to delight in Him. Sit down a little at the fountain, and you will quickly have a further discovery of the sweetness of the streams.”                                                      John Owen in Communion with the Triune God
Doctrines and Blessings


All throughout our studies in these Epistles, we found the doctrines of salvation and the blessings God gives us as His elect.  

       I John 2:29                  I John 3:9              I John 5:18                Jude 1              Jude 4

       I John 1:4                    II John 3               II John 12                   Jude 3             Jude 24

Regeneration:        “In describing this first work of grace (regeneration) as a rebirth (John 3:3), Scripture is emphasizing the truth that it is wholly a work of God, done without our aid - even without our first being aware of it.  No more than a newborn infant has anything to do with being born into the world do we have anything to do with our rebirth into the kingdom of God.  Without regeneration as a first work of grace, no one can even see the kingdom of God.  John does not say “no one will” but “no one can.”  It is as impossible for the unregenerate sinner to have anything to do with the kingdom of God as it is for the fish of the sea to live on the dry land.  Perhaps the most wonderful description of regeneration, however, tells us that it is the giving of Christ’s life to a lost sinner (Gal. 2:20; Col. 1:27).  The new life that is given us in regeneration is the new, resurrection life of Christ himself, a life that cannot die again (John 11:25,26).”  








      Rev. Ron Hanko in Doctrine According to Godliness
Joy:   “Joy is really a little bit of heaven, on earth. It is the deep, genuine contentment and blessedness of the man who is created after the image of God, in true knowledge, righteousness and holiness. Joy is only possible when man attains to the end unto which God has created him. There is no joy in sin, guilt or unrighteousness. Christ often speaks of this joy to His disciples. Says He in John 15:11: “These things have I spoken unto you that my joy might be in you, and that your joy may be made full.” Joy is, therefore, the joy which is peculiarly Christ’s, as He came to fulfill the law for us and in us.  In the sacerdotal prayer Jesus says, “But I come to thee: and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves” (John 17:13).  It is abundantly evident that this “joy” is not earthly, but is basically heavenly in its origin and nature. It is from above. It is, in fact, the “joy” which Christ Himself received and merited for Himself and for all His own. Do we not read in Hebrews 12:2: “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross and despised the shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

                                                                    Rev. G. Lubbers in the S.B. article:  Exposition of Romans 15 :13

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Our Unction from the Holy One


We learned in our study how God Himself, through His Holy Spirit, instructs us to know and understand His Word and truth, and to experience the truth that He dwells in us. 

        I John 2:20-21          I John 2:26-27          I John 3:24          I John 4:13            I John 5:20

God Himself teaches us:  “God hath the only key of the soul.  We can shut our souls, but cannot open them.  So we can shut our hearts to divine truths.  We can naturally do this.  But to open them without the help of the Spirit we cannot do.  He can open our understandings, as He did the disciples’.  He can open our hearts to believe.  He can do it and He will do it.  If we know no more than we have learned by books and men that teach us, we shall never come to heaven.  But we must have God teach the heart, as well as the brain.  He must teach not only the truths themselves, as they be discovered, but the love of them, the faith of them, the practice of them.  And only He can do this, He only can teach the heart. He only can uncover the bent (natural inclination) of the heart, and Satan’s wiles that cast a cloud upon the understanding.  Only the Spirit can do it.  And therefore, in all our endeavors, labor to get knowledge, and pray to God that He would reveal the mystery of salvation to us.”




Richard Sibbes, "The Glorious Feast of the Gospel," in The Works of Richard Sibbes
Truth, Hope, Prayer, Hospitality, Obedience


The lessons of truth, hope, prayer, hospitality, and obedience were found in many places in our study.  Through John and Jude we learned what these truths of God’s Word mean, and how they must be applied to our lives.  


II John 2                        I John 3:3                    I John 3:21-22                I John 5:14-15    

     I John 3:17-18                 III John 5-8            I John 2:3-5            I John 3:24                II John 6




             II John 4                             III John 3-4

Prayer and Hope:   “Do you pray, beloved?  Pray prayers that are motivated by the Spirit, and prayers that are objectively in harmony with the Spirit and His holiness?  Pray in the sense of your own incapability and your utter dependence upon the grace of the Spirit, the Author of faith and holiness?  Pray for faith, for holiness, for grace to build up yourselves on your most holy faith?  Such prayer is necessary for Christians!  For without it and its resultant blessings of grace they cannot go from strength to strength in Zion.  Yes, and in this all, let your Christian hope spur you on!  Of this the text speaks when it speaks of "looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ (the love of God in Christ revealed to us in our misery) unto eternal life." For that mercy and its final goal of eternal life we look, do we not? We expect it; we are sure of it; we long for it.  And that hope, on the one hand, is the power of sanctification. According as we look for that final mercy, we also will and do build ourselves up on our most holy faith, and thus keep ourselves in the love of God.  And, on the other hand, the love of God is through faith the ground of our hope.  According as we keep ourselves in the love of God, through building ourselves up on our most holy faith, we experience that hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. Thus we hope. And we keep ourselves in His love.”                                   Prof. H.C. Hoeksema  in the S.B. article:  Keep Yourselves In The Love Of God
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Loving God, Loving the Brother


The truth concerning love is central in John’s Epistles.  Our study of John taught us not only that God is love, but also how God loves us and how we love Him; and loving Him we obey Him and also love everyone that is born again by Him.

    I John 2:5               I John 3:1           I John 4:9-10         I John 4:19            I John 5:3          II John 6

  I John 2:1                I John 3:11,16,18,23                   I John 4:7-8,11,21                 I John 5:1-2          

The Love of God    “Love is the bond of perfectness. It requires a perfect subject and a perfect object. God, the eternally perfect Subject, loved His eternally perfect people in Christ Jesus, as He beheld them in His counsel. But this people cannot taste the love of God to them, neither can or will they love God, until they also are made perfect. By nature they are corrupt, that is, with all their mind and will and heart they stand in enmity against God.   By nature we love sin and hate perfection and we do not want to be delivered from the pollution of sin.  It is by the Spirit that we are led to the cross, that we appropriate the love of God, the forgiveness of sin, righteousness and eternal life. It is by that Spirit that the love of God in Christ is shed abroad in our hearts, so that we know and taste that He loved us with an everlasting love. It is by that Spirit too, that the power of the love of God, which is love of perfection, causes us to love Him, to have our delight in Him, to seek Him, to thirst after Him, to desire to be pleasing to Him, and, therefore, to flee from the world and from the corruption of sin and to do His commandments. By the power of that love we walk in the light. And in that light we have fellowship, not only with God, but also with one another. For, even when the love of God in us becomes love of one another, it is still the love of God and still the bond of perfectness, we love one another, not according to the flesh but by the Spirit of Christ, as children of the Most High, reflecting His perfection.  Both the love of God to us and our love of God is still imperfectly experienced, and also the love of the brethren is not perfect. But when all the darkness of sin shall have disappeared, and we shall be presented without spot and blemish before God and the Father, then shall the love of God be perfected in us and through us and we shall have our eternal delight in Him as we shall dwell in His tabernacle forever!”                                 Rev. H. Hoeksema in the Standard Bearer article: The Love of God 

God’s Word is One


In both the Epistles of John and Jude, we found references to Old Testament passages which made clearer the teachings of these New Testament truths.  And we learned again the unity of God’s Word.



            I John 3:12                                 Jude 5-7,9,11,14

The Unity of Scripture:   “That Scripture is one is of the utmost importance.  For this reason Scripture cannot contradict or be at odds with itself.  One book cannot differ from another, nor the Old Testament from the New.  Scripture cannot teach one thing in the Old Testament and something opposed to it in the New, nor one human writer something different from another… The notion that the Old Testament is not authoritative for New Testament Christians except where its teaching is restated in the New Testament is a denial of the unity of Scripture.  What is written in the Old Testament was written for us as New Testament Christians as well (I Cor. 10:11).  The unity of Scripture, as Jesus reminds us in John 10:35, is in Himself.  It is all, from beginning to end, the revelation of Christ as the Savior and of the grace of God that is revealed in Him.  As Spurgeon said, “Wherever you cut the Scriptures, they flow with the blood of the Lamb.”  To find Christ in every passage must be our goal, and in doing so we will most certainly find that the Scriptures speak with one voice.”   





      Rev. Ron Hanko in Doctrine According to Godliness

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Knowing our Enemy - The Devil and The Deceivers  - Trying the Spirits

John wrote about the devil and ‘the wicked one’ and how he controls those who are not of God, and we saw many times how believers must be warned about deceivers in the church, ungodly men who attack the truth of God’s Word.  We found many descriptions of these ungodly men in our studies.

                              I John 2:13-14                     I John 3:8&12             I John 5:18

                               II John 9-11                        III John 9-11               Jude 4,8-13,16-19 

Identifying our enemies:   “We may ask, why did Jude spend so much time describing these wicked people and pointing out the nature of their sins? The answer comes in verses 17 and 18: "remember the words . . . how they told you there should be mockers." We must expect to see them and be able to identify them. This is also crucial today. It is so easy to excuse apostasy as ignorance—people mean well, they don't know any better. The fact is that anyone who justifies the lie and excuses sin is wicked. Such people are brought up within the church, know the truth, but reject it. They are a corrupting influence and must be rooted out.” 




      Rev. Jason L. Kortering  in the S.B. article: Jude—Contend Earnestly For the Faith

            “Gnosticism was a force to be reckoned with even during the time of the Apostles. The apostle John for example speaks in his epistles of those that deny that Jesus is come in the flesh (I John 4:3, II John 7). This was the Gnostic idea that Jesus, the highest aeon, took only the form of a man. This idea John thoroughly condemns. Those who taught this were deceivers, antichrists, such like the saints were not to bid god-speed or even receive into their homes (II John 7-10).”  

                                                                                         Rev. J. D. Slopsema in the S.B. article: Nicene Creed

“John tells us in II John 9, 10 that we are not even to have fellowship with those who deny that Christ is God, lest we be tainted with their unbelief or become partakers of their blasphemies. John is not warning against the possibility of our beginning to teach and believe what they teach, but against the possibility of our being partakers of their blasphemy and evil simply by countenancing even in the smallest way their presence. The doctrine of Christ's divinity is the dividing line between Christianity and paganism, church and world, salvation and condemnation.  This, too, the church has forgotten in large measure. And to the extent that she has forgotten it she shows how little she really cares for Christ as the divine Son of God. Everywhere she seeks "dialogue" and fellowship with those who deny Him by Whose Name she is called. To put it in other words, the whole ecumenical movement today, insofar as it includes Unitarians, the Sects, the Jews, the Muslims, and the various heathen religions and philosophies is simply a denial of God in Christ.”

                                      Rev. Ron Hanko in the S.B. article: The Two Natures of Christ—The Deity of Christ

Antichrist, The Last Times


In John’s epistles we learned about antichrist.  We learned that although there were antichrists present in the days of John and Jude, and they recognized their time as ‘the last times’, these antichrists are ever-increasing in our day, as the final form of the antichrist and the last days come closer.

      I John 2:18-19, 22-23                   I John 4:1-6                    II John 7                Jude 18      

  
Antichrist:     “As Athanasius pointed out, the denial of Christ's divinity is "a heresy more than ordinary . . . and harbinger of Antichrist." Let the church, therefore, keep her faith "in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, only begotten, that is, of the substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten and not made, of one substance with the Father" (Nicene Creed).” 


                          Rev. Ron Hanko in the S.B. article: The Two Natures of Christ—The Deity of Christ
 
“I John 2:18 does not say, “Antichrist shall come: but “Antichrist comes…”   That is, there is a process of Antichrist coming all down through the history of this world.  This process involves the coming of many Antichrists (in the plural).  Thus, Matthew 24 can warn of “false Christs” and can say that many shall come in Jesus’ name saying, “I am Christ.”  This also explains how Paul can say in II Thessalonians 2 that the mystery of iniquity is working.  Even as Paul wrote that letter, the mystery of iniquity was active in the world preparing the way for the final Antichrist and his work….The struggle of the people of God against Antichrist has always been and will always be a present struggle….We oppose him in a spiritual manner, in the same way Jesus Christ opposed him during His ministry, and in the way Jesus taught His disciples to oppose him in theirs - by faith and the powerful Word of the gospel.”  

        Rev. Barry Gritters in the pamphlet The Antichrist

The Last Times (Hour):   “In our determining of the meaning of the term “hour” (the King James Version translates I John 2:18, “Little children, it is the last time.”) we must follow the approved method of interpreting Scripture in the light of Scripture. We may not simply think of “hour” in the sense of our sixty minutes on our timepiece of measuring time. So easily then we would reason that the last “hour” is the last period just before Christ returns from our standpoint in history, anno 1960, and not from that of the viewpoint of the 0. T. prophets, whose language John employs.  In John 17:1, we read, “These words spake Jesus and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the ‘hour’ is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may also glorify thee.”  It is the hour of the power of the Son of God, through death, resurrection and ascension. And this hour is the “hour” of the glorification of the Son in keeping the disciples (the son of perdition excepted) and all who will believe through their preaching and finally the entering into the glory which Christ had with the Father ere the world was. It is the “hour” of the glorification of the Son, God-with-us, Immanuel.  And thus the entire New Testament Dispensation is the last “hour” from the viewpoint that here the Son of God Himself is revealed in glory.

      We read in I John 1:l, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of the Word of life . . .” Yes, the “little children” know this One who is from the beginning. They know the love of the Father in Him, and have in Him the forgiveness of their sins, and with this Word of life in them they are strong and overcome the Evil One. But they must, and that emphatically so, keep in mind the nature of this last hour. This is also the time when Antichrist shall come. They must truly know their time and conduct themselves accordingly.  When they see men and women leaving the fellowship of the sons of God in the world they must not stand appalled; they must not stand with hearts filled with dismay. This too must come. It must come exactly in this “last hour.” It could not come in any other. For only when and if the Son of God is come into the world can the Antichrist come. And this too is the time of many antichrists rising up in the midst of the church, and going forth from her because they must become manifest as not being of the church.  Little children, it is the last “hour.” Know your times and be not dismayed, but stand in the hour of the appearance of Christ without being ashamed nor being filled with dread and consternation.”   

       Rev. G. Lubbers in the S.B. article: Exposition of I John 2:18-21
                                                                    

        Our Battle with Sin

     John stressed our own personal battle with sin in many ways.  We examined what sin was and how to see our sins and confess our sins.

          I John 1:8-10                   I John 2:12                   I John 2:15-17                I John 3:4-6, 8-9     

                          I John 4:4                           I John 5:4, 16-18                   III John 9-11


Sin:   “In effect, Diotrophes’ selfishness made him guilty of the most pernicious kind of heresy: he actively suppressed and opposed Apostolic doctrine. John, therefore, condemned Diotrophes on four counts: he rejected Apostolic teaching; he made unjust accusations against an Apostle; he was inhospitable to the brethren; and he excommunicated those who did not agree with his defiance of John’s authority. In every conceivable sense, Diotrophes was guilty of the darkest heresy, and all his errors were the fruit of his self-centeredness.

      In our fleshly, fallen state, we are all beset with a tendency toward selfishness. It is no minor infraction, no petty character flaw, and no small threat to the soundness of our faith. Diotrophes illustrates the truth that self-love is the mother of all heresies. Every false teaching and every rebellion against God’s authority is ultimately rooted in a fleshly desire to have preeminence – in effect, to claim for oneself the glory that properly belongs to Christ…Indeed, self-centeredness itself is heretical because it is the very antithesis of everything Jesus taught or exemplified. And it produces seeds that give rise to every other heresy imaginable.   Therefore, there is no room for selfishness in the church. Everything about the gospel, everything the church is designed to be, and everything we learn from Christ’s example strikes a blow at the root of human pride and self-centeredness.” 

                                                              The Heresy of Self-Centeredness by John MacArthur from Tabletalk

                                                   as quoted in ‘The Three R’s Blog’ http://cjts3rs.wordpress.com/2012/03/19/
     "What makes sin sin is not first that it hurts people, but that it blasphemes God. This is the ultimate evil and the ultimate outrage in the universe.


The glory of God is not honored.

The holiness of God is not reverenced.

The greatness of God is not admired.

The power of God is not praised.

The truth of God is not sought.

The wisdom of God is not esteemed.

The beauty of God is not treasured.

The goodness of God is not savored.

The faithfulness of God is not trusted.

The promises of God are not relied upon.

The commandments of God are not obeyed.

The justice of God is not respected.

The wrath of God is not feared.

The grace of God is not cherished.

The presence of God is not prized.

    The infinite, all-glorious Creator of the universe, by whom and for whom all things exist (Rom. 11:36) – who holds every person's life in being at every moment (Acts 17:25) – is disregarded, disbelieved, disobeyed, and dishonored by everybody in the world. That is the ultimate outrage of the universe.

     Why is it that people can become emotionally and morally indignant over poverty and exploitation and prejudice and the injustice of man against man and yet feel little or no remorse or indignation that God is so belittled?  It's because of sin. That is what sin is. Sin is esteeming and valuing and honoring and enjoying man and his creations above God. So even our man-centered anger at the hurt of sin is part of sin.”





    John Piper, "The Greatest Thing in the World: an Overview of Romans 1-7

Abiding in Him;   Keeping ourselves in Him;   The victory through Faith


Our study of these epistles taught us a lot about abiding in Christ, and keeping ourselves in Him, and how we have the victory through faith because we are born again by God.

 I John 1:7        I John 2:3-6         I John 2:10         I John 2:24       I John 2:28-29      I John 5:4       Jude 21

Keeping ourselves:   “Would you persevere and be assured of persevering even unto the end?  Here is the answer: "Ye, beloved, . . . keep yourselves in the love of God!"  Yes, it is possible—from our point of view, from the viewpoint of our weakness and our sinful inclination to turn away from God—not to remain steadfast in that love. And it is also possible, because there are powers that are exactly seeking to separate us from that love, to lure us out of its safe refuge. Not only possible is it; but if left to ourselves, we most certainly would not remain steadfast. Hence, the admonition is necessary. 
     We must understand that to leave the sphere of that love would be just exactly fatal for us as children of God. In the shelter of that love is our only security! And therefore it is of the utmost importance to watch carefully, to guard, to exert ourselves spiritually to remain in that love, to live by that love and from that love, to depend upon that love, to be strong in it, to realize that only in that love of God are we strong, and that only that love of God can and will bring us into eternal life. 

     But the love of God does not operate merely upon us, but in us and through us, as conscious, rational, moral beings. It operates in such a way that we seek, enjoy, depend on that love, and that too, just exactly in the awareness of its sovereignty, its abiding faithfulness, its victorious power, its all-enduring character. And if, as far as our conscious spiritual life is concerned, we abandon the Rock of that love (even though that love never lets us go completely, but always draws us again to its safe shelter), then we become for the moment most wretched and miserable, like a ship that has lost its anchor, drifting aimlessly, helplessly, tossed to and fro by the storms of the enemy's assaults.  Hence, keep yourselves in the love of God, beloved!  Trust that love! Never forsake it!”      Prof. H.C. Hoeksema in the S.B. article: Keep Yourselves In The Love Of God
 
Abiding in Christ:  “All that we ever have and ever shall have in regard to the riches of the blessings of salvation is literally in Christ. In Him is our righteousness, our knowledge of God, our wisdom, our holiness, our sanctification, our eternal life. Christ is the Head, from Whom flows all the fullness of grace and salvation into His people. The believer, therefore, must abide in Christ and grow into Him. Just as a tree strikes its roots into the soil to seek its nourishment, so the believer, by the grace of God, has roots that strike themselves into Christ, in order to seek all the nourishment, all the spiritual blessings of salvation in Him alone. And as we grow into Christ, we will also grow in sanctification of life, crucify our old nature, hate sin, fight the good fight, and walk as of the party of the living God in the midst of the world. Growing into Christ we derive everything out of Him. And as we derive all our salvation out of Him, we become conformable to His image, and work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.”  







       Rev. H. Hoeksema in the S.B. article: Confession and Walk
He is able:  I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able:
     Able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.  Able to succour them that are tempted.   Able ..  to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.   Able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.   Able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

      Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

    (II Tim. 1:12    Eph. 3:20     II Cor. 9:8    Heb. 2:18    Heb. 7:25  Jude 24   II Tim. 1:12   Phil. 3:21)






                        Scripture, compiled in Daily Light by Samuel Bagster

Second Coming - Eternal life

      In our study of these epistles we also learned what will take place when Christ comes again to judge, and how for the elect, that will mean the coming of the wonderful promise of eternal life.

I John 2:25      I John 2:28        I John 3:2       I John 4:17-18          I John 5:13        Jude 13-15    Jude 21

       “The goal of the love of God is the eternal life.  Eternal life is the life that is now in our Lord Jesus Christ in glory. It is the life that is ours in principle by regeneration. It is the life that implies perfect covenant fellowship with God, the life that means that we are forever united with Him in the full bliss of the bond of perfectness, without any death and without any possibility of death, when we shall see Him face to face, and know Him, even as we are known! Eternal life means that we shall be forever even as God has conceived of us and known us and beheld us in Christ Jesus as His perfect people from all eternity.. Moreover, because love is of God, and is sovereign, unchangeably faithful, not dependent on you and me, continuing in its divine operation faithful in spite of all our unfaithfulness and unworthiness, therefore the saving operation of that love is absolutely certain. It can never fail! The goal of eternal life shall certainly be reached! And it shall be reached by all the elect!  What is our hope, our refuge, our shelter in the time of storm?  Oh, the length and the breadth and the depth and the height of the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!  Nothing shall ever separate us from that love.  Not tribulation, nor distress, nor persecution, nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril, nor sword, nor death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature.. Keep yourselves in that love, beloved.”

                                              Prof. H.C. Hoeksema  in the S.B. article: Keep Yourselves In The Love Of God

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

     May the joy we found in our study of these epistles stir us on to remain in the Word of God throughout the summer months. 

Is the Bible the Word of God?
    Is the Bible the Word of God?  Then mind that you do not neglect it.  Read it!  Begin to read it this very day. What greater insult to God can a man be guilty of than to refuse to read the letter God sends him from heaven?   
   Is the Bible the Word of God?  Then be sure you always read it with deep reverence. Say to your soul, whenever you open the Bible, “O my soul, you are going to read a message from God!”
   Is the Bible the Word of God?  Then be sure you never read it without fervent prayer for the help and teaching of the Holy Spirit. Humble prayer will throw more light on your Bible than any commentary that ever was written. You will not understand it unless your heart is right. You will find it a sealed book without the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Its contents are often hidden from the wise and learned, and revealed to babes.

     Is the Bible the Word of God? Then let us all resolve from this day forward to prize the Bible more. 

 God has given us the Bible to be a light to guide us to everlasting life. Let us not neglect this precious gift. Let us read it diligently, and walk in its light.





    J.C. Ryle 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
We Call It Unction 

      “Let us, dear brethren, try to get saturated with the gospel. I always find that I can preach best when I can manage to lie a-soak in my text. I like to get a text, and find out its meaning and bearings, and so on; and then, after I have bathed in it, I delight to lie down in it, and let it soak into me. It softens me, or hardens me, or does whatever it ought to do to me, and then I can talk about it. Become saturated with spices, and you will smell of them; a sweet perfume will distill from you, and spread itself in every direction; — we call it unction. Do you not love to listen to a brother who abides in fellowship with the Lord Jesus?  Even a few minutes with such a man is refreshing.  Dwell in the truth, and let the truth dwell in you.”









    Charles Spurgeon in An All-Round Ministry
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