Women’s Bible Study 

The Epistles of I, II, III John and Jude

Lesson Seven

I John 3:13-24
Study for meeting held ______________________________________

Note once again, that some of the quotes by Rev. H. Hoeksema have been paraphrased.

Day One - _________________________________ 

I John 3:13  - Marvel not if the world hate you

     Today we will look at the instruction we are given, not to be surprised if the world hates us.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:    I John 3:10-16             Matt. 10:16-22               Matt.  24:9                      John 15:18-19                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

     Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 

Study:  

1.  What does verse 13 have to do with the preceding verses which we studied last time?

2.  Why would the world hate us?   John 17:14 

3.  Is there something that we do that causes this hatred?

4.  Can you mention some ways in which you have experienced hatred from unbelievers?

5.  Should we feel this hatred of the world?   What if we don’t?

6.   Although we never seek the world’s hatred, can we feel blessed in the fact that we do experience it?

                Luke 6:22-23     

Food for thought:   “Cain killed his brother not because he was his blood brother, but because he was spiritually his enemy, the enemy of Abel.  He was spiritually his enemy because the works of his brother were righteous.  Therefore, although Abel was his blood brother, his brother according to the flesh, he was certainly not his brother according to the spirit.  


The church is told not to marvel that the world hates them, because they are not of the world.  Although they are naturally of the world, spiritually they are not.  Spiritually, they are not only not of the world, but they stand over against the world.  Because of that the world hates them.  About this they must not be surprised.  In fact, they could be surprised.  They could possibly imagine that because they did nothing evil in the world, because they loved God and loved one another, because they walked in righteousness, they would be liked by the world and esteemed by the world.  But that is not the case.  Therefore they must not be surprised.  


The world hates them - the very opposite of love.  Hatred means that in their hearts they stand diametrically opposed to them because they stand opposed to God.  That is the world.  Here the evil world is spoken of, as the apostle described it in chapter 2:15.   There the apostle admonished them that they should not love the world, neither the things that are in the world.  That is the world from the point of view of evil, corruption, and sin, governed and dominated by men.             

           Food for thought continued

Day One, continued     “When evil men are in the world and govern the world and use the world as means for their own evil hearts and minds and their own evil works, the result is a corrupt world, a world of sin.  And therefore they must not be surprised that that evil world, that is governed by corruption, through corrupt men, gives them no place, and that the evil men in the world hate the people of God.  They give them no place.” 


                                   Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 
Prayer:    May we end our study in thanksgiving to our God for our salvation, and may we ask Him to strengthen us in our walk, that we may not be afraid to live our confession, even if it brings hatred from the world. 
O God, our shield, let wickedness and pride be put to shame,



     Till all shall know that thou doest rule and all shall fear Thy Name.  Psalter # 157 st. 6

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Day Two - __________________________________

I John 3:14  - Passing from death unto life  

   Today we will look at what it means that we have passed from death unto life, and how that is worked in our lives. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   I John 3:13-17         Jer. 31:3-34           Luke 15:24&32           John 5:24            Eph. 2:1&5   

 John 13:35                  John 15:12&17               Eph. 1:15            Col. 1:4              Proverbs 21:16   

       We  know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.  He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.        

Study:    

1.  What is it that John says we know?

2.  What kind of death and life is John writing about?

3.  What does it mean then that we have passed from death unto life?

4.  How (or why) do we know that truth - that we have passed from death unto life?

5.  How do we know how to love our brothers?   I Thess. 4:9

6.  What does John explain is true of the one that does not love his brother?

7.  John is writing of those still alive - how then does the one who does not love his brother abide in death?  

            (Explain what that death is and how the one who does not love his brother ‘abides’ in that death.)

 Food for thought:      “Before the apostle has emphasized that righteousness and love, the love of God and the love of the brethren are inseparably related.  Now he says that we know that we are set over, or translated, out of death into life, because we love the brethren.  ‘That’ (we know that) is not expressed as the reason or cause of our passing from death to life, but of the knowing that we have passed from death unto life.” (In other words is it not because we love the brethren that we have passed from death unto life, but because we do love the brethren, we know that we have passed from death unto life.)










                      Food for thought continued

Day Two, continued      “We know that we are translated from death into life, because we love the brethren. 

 The love of the brethren, therefore, is a sure sign and a sure proof of the fact that we are set over from death into life.  Moreover, the very fact that we love the brethren is also the cause of the consciousness that we are translated from death into life.  Because we love the brethren, we know, not only in the abstract but in our very consciousness, that we are regenerated - or as the apostle here has it, that we are set over, translated, out of death into life.  


The meaning of ‘passed from death into life’ refers to the work of regeneration.  That is absolutely a work of God.  We are translated.  That is not due to our effort, to any merit on our part, or to our fulfilling any conditions, that we are translated from death into life.  In itself that is already an impossibility.  Just as those who were physically translated from death into life, such as the daughter of Jairus, and especially Lazarus who was in the grave four days - just as they had nothing to do with their being translated out of physical death into a continuation of their physical life, so also those who are spiritually translated from death into life cannot possibly do anything about it.  It is absolutely a work of God.  By nature we live in the midst of death, spiritual death.  We are not going to die; we are in death. Death is darkness.  Death is the very opposite of life.  Death is not only the absence of life, but it is the state of misery according to which we hate God and hate one another, according to which we sin and can do nothing but sin.  That is our spiritual death.  And out of that death we have been translated, the apostle says: completely changed over from the one state into the other.  


The other state of which the text speaks is life.  Just as death is the state in which we live in the midst of darkness, so life is the state of light.  Just as death is the state in which we do not know God, so life is the state in which the knowledge of God is ours.  Just as death is the state in which we hate God, so life is the state in which we love Him.  And just as death is the state in which, in hatred of God and hatred of one another we always sin and can do nothing but sin, so life is the state in which we love God and in that love are consecrated to Him with all our powers, principally, with all our heart and mind and soul and strength, so that we serve Him, and walk in His ways.  That is the difference.  


The apostle says ‘we know.’  We know that we have passed from death into life principally in the preaching of the gospel.  But that is also a matter of experience.  We know it by experience because we love the brother.  The fact that we love the brother is a proof whereby we may know that we are living, that we are no more in death, but that we are translated from death into life.


Love is the bond of perfection.  Only the perfect can love, and of that love the apostle is speaking here.  One who does not love remains in the sphere of death.   Death is exactly the absence of all spiritual virtues.  Here death is particularly spiritual death.  That spiritual death is, in all its phases and in all its contents, the very opposite of life.  It is opposition to God, spiritual opposition to God.  Therefore it is the spiritual opposition to righteousness and holiness and truth.  To dwell in the sphere of death means that one is from his inner nature entirely in harmony with death, is dead himself, spiritually dead.  ”







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:    Apart from being regenerated with new life, we all must admit we could not love the brother with unselfish love.   May we give thanks to God that by His grace, we are brought from death to life, and ask Him to give us grace to love one another as we are commanded to do.

To those who dwell in brotherhood the Lord His blessing sends,

                                  He crowns them with the crown of life, of life that never ends.   Psalter # 369 st. 3

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Day Three - ______________________________  

I John 3:15  - No murderer hath eternal life 

      We began to look yesterday at the one who does not love the brother.  Today we take a closer look at that one, to learn more about him.  












         Day Three continued

Day Three continued

Prayer:      Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18 

Read:     I John 3: 13-17              Genesis 27:41        Lev. 19:18      Matt. 5:21-22         Galatians 5:19-21

    Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.      

Study:    

1.  Once again, define what it means to hate:

2.  Does this verse really mean that the one who hates his brother is a murderer?  Gen. 27:41    Matt. 5:21-22

3.  The verse states that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  Yesterday we learned that the one who does not love his brother abides in death.  Today’s verse looks at him from a different view.  Explain what this eternal life is and how no murderer has that eternal life abiding in him.

4.  What is the end of the person who is a murderer by hating his brother?    Rev. 21:8

Food for thought:   “The apostle here and in the context has different concepts that are very fundamental, and that are closely related to one another.  The one is the concept of love; the other is the concept of death.  The third is the concept of hatred and in connection with hatred, that of murder, may-slaying.  And finally, there is the concept of eternal life.  All these concepts are closely related to one another.  


The fact that one does not love proves, or is a sign or a manifestation of the fact, that one is in the sphere of death.  In the sphere of spiritual death one does not and cannot love.   The apostle expresses this again in a negative form.  “Everyone that hates his brother is a manslayer, a murderer.”  Love is a bond. Hatred is not only separation, but is opposition, enmity.  It is characterized by corruption.  


When one hates the brother, he also thereby shows that he is in death.  He that hates his brother is a murderer.  He may not kill him directly, as Cain did.  But that makes no difference.  He is a man-slayer nevertheless, because hatred is the principle of murder.  The one who hates his brother reveals that he is a murderer in his whole attitude against the brother in his words as well as in his acts.  


The apostle is speaking here of eternal life, which is the only real life.  The one who hates the brother has natural life in the midst of this world because he belongs to the human race.  He lives from a natural point of view.  Nevertheless, that natural life is nothing but death.  Eternal life is a real life, the life of Christ, which God implants into the heart of the elect.  It is the life of friendship.  And it is very evident that no one that murders, no one that kills, whether literally or in his acts and attitude to the brother, has that eternal life dwelling in him.  He does not live, and he does not dwell in the sphere of eternal life.”







          Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John  

Prayer:   May we take today’s study and use it to examine our heart’s attitude toward our brothers in the Lord.  May we go to our Heavenly Father and confess our sin of not loving as we should, and ask Him to give us that purity of heart out of which we love the brother in Christ. 
Let evil smite the evil, preserve me, Lord, from wrong;

The needy and afflicted the Lord will help, I know,

Thy saints, redeemed from evil, their thanks to Thee shall give;




 The righteous and the upright shall in Thy presence live.  Psalter # 385 st. 3

Day Four – ____________________________________

I John 3:16  - Perceiving the love of God 

    Today we will see in what way we are to know or understand the love of God.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18 

Read:   I John 3:13-18          Matt. 20:28         Mark 10:45         Acts 20:28          I John 4:9-10      

                     Eph. 5:2             I Peter 1:18-19

          John 13:34            Rom. 16:4              Phil.  2:17&30          I John 2:6

        Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.    

Study:    

1.  The text begins with the love of God.  What does ‘perceive’ mean here?  Explain what it means that we ‘perceive’ the love of God:

2.  What does the ‘hereby’ in our verse mean?  How is it, or in what way, do we perceive God’s love?

3.  What does it mean to ‘lay down one’s life’?

4.  Who is meant by ‘he’ in the verse?

5.  What does it mean then that he laid down his life for us, and in what way did he do that?

6.  The verse ends with instruction to us.  What does God tell us here we ought to do?  John 15:12-13

7.  Ought is a strong word.  It’s more than a suggestion, it’s to ‘have to’; it’s a must.   Can you think of ways that has been done or could be done by one saint for another?

8.  Does that mean only the ultimate laying down of our lives - dying - or can that be done in small ways in our every day life?  How are we living for others?

Food for thought:   “In this (or by this; or in the sphere of this) we know (or have known) the love that that One in our behalf gave His life (or His soul) and we also ought to give our lives (or our souls) in behalf of the brethren. ‘In the sphere of this’ the apostle says.   When we live in the sphere of that knowledge of which the apostle speaks, then we know love.  Which means, of course, the love of God, which is at the same time the love of the brethren.  


‘Perceive’ especially in this connection, undoubtedly refers to knowledge of spiritual experience.  We have that love not only in our intellect, in our mind; but we have it in our hearts.  We have the experience of the love of God as it is revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.   So the apostle in the first part of the text means to say: ‘In the sphere of that spiritual knowledge of experience we know the love, the love of God in Christ Jesus.’  The rest of the sentence explains how we know that love and how we have experience of that love.  

‘In this sphere we know the love, that that One gave His life in our behalf.’  That is indeed a very strong manifestation of true love.  We ought to emphasize every word in this text.   Because He (or better put: that that One) gave His life for us.  The Son of God in His human nature, the One Who was without sin, the perfect One, gave His life voluntarily. 



                       Food for thought continued

Day Four, continued      “The Son of God came especially for that purpose, that He might enter into the midst of death and give His life by shedding his lifeblood on the accursed tree, for us, the sinful people who by nature hated Him.


Then the apostle emphasizes that we have the obligation to give our life instead of the brethren, in behalf of the brethren.  That is the very highest sacrifice we could make for the brethren.”

 





           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John  


“And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  When John says ‘ought’ he imposes a moral obligation: as Jesus extends His love by giving His life, so the Christian ought to express his love for the believers by being willing to lay down his life for them.  When the honor of God’s name, the advancement of His church, and the need of His people demand that we love our brothers, we ought to show our love at all cost - even to the point of risking and losing our lives.”  



         





         S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:  May we close today’s study in prayer to our Heavenly Father for grace to experience the love He has given us in His Son, and for strength to obey His command to us to love the brother.

Thou Holy One of Israel, to Thee sweet songs I raise;

The soul Thou hast redeemed from death shall give Thee joyful praise.  Psalter # 192 st.5


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Five - ______________________________

I John 3:17 - The denial of love

     Today we will look at one who denies love to the brother.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18 

Read:     I John 3:13-18       Deut. 15:7-11    Luke 3:11          II Cor. 9:5-9          I Tim. 6:17-18    

                      Heb. 13:16                       Prov. 12:10                 Prov. 28:9            James 2:12-16
   But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 

Study:    

1.  Our verse sets before us a particular person.  Consider these questions concerning this person:


a.  What does he have?


b.  What does he see?

 


c.  What does he do?


d.  What is John’s conclusion about this person?

2.  What does it really mean that one has this world’s good?   Does it mean only the very wealthy?

3.  Describe what shutteth up his bowels of compassion means here in this verse.

4.  John finishes the verse with a convicting question - how can God’s love live in him when he denies love to his brother?  Can’t one love God while at the same time hold back mercy from the brother?

5.  Explain what Matt. 5:7 teaches us in connection with this verse and how it shows the end of the one who shows real compassion to his brother.











                      Questions continued

Day Five, continued
6.  Consider the positive beauty of the last part of the verse for the child of God who does love his brother as he is commanded:  the love of God dwells in him.

Food for thought:   “Now the apostle expresses really the very antithesis of giving our life instead of the brethren, (vs. 16) and speaks of one who has all the goods of this world, and when he sees that his brother has need, he closes up his bowels of mercy for him, and does not help him.  Not only does the man not give his life for the brethren, but he does not do anything for them.  It is not difficult for him at all to help that brother, because he has the goods of this world.  Yet he refuses to help him in his need, and closes up his bowels of mercy against him.  


Then the apostle says:  How shall the love of God remain in him?  How is it possible, in other words, that the love of God is in such a man?  He does not have any spark of the love of the brethren, and therefore he cannot have the love of God in him.  For the love of God is the root of the love of the brethren.  The one is inseparable from the other.   In distinction from the poor brother, which the apostle mentions here, this man has plenty - not only plenty for his daily needs, but also plenty for the poor brother.  And he sees that his brother has need, or lacks some thing for the needs of this present life - food and drink; clothing; anything whatever.  The brother does not have sufficient to fill his stomach, to clothe his body.   The apostle says ‘he shuts up his bowels from him.’  That means his bowels of mercy, he has no love.  He does not pity the brother.  He can look at him, can behold his need, and he is not filled with compassion, and therefore he has no love for the brother.  The apostle says that in such a one the love of God is impossible.  It does not dwell in him, he does not have the love of God, because the love of God and the love of the brethren are inseparably connected.”    
 

           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John

         “There is an everlasting stream of compassion, having its source in the love of God to His people, rushing in abundant riches over Calvary’s bloody hill, and pouring itself into the hearts of them that believe in His name, loving and sympathizing, forgiving and healing and filling with the blessedness of the righteousness of God.  One who would always comfort his heart at the burning fires of God’s mercy must needs be merciful; if mercy does not glow in our hearts and radiate in our lives, we know Him not, neither have ever been the objects of His living mercy. When the outlets of a man’s heart are closed, the refreshing streams of God’s bounteous mercy will not flow through, when he will not love, the everlasting streams of love from the headspring of God’s heart do not flow through him.  Only the merciful receive mercy.  And whoever has been refreshed by that living stream of mercy from the heart of God, in him the stream becomes a living fountain of mercy, springing forth into everlasting life. And as it springs and gushes, it becomes deeper and wider and always more receptive.  Mercy for mercy!”   





          Rev. Herman Hoeksema in the Standard Bearer article: Mercy for Mercy
Prayer:  Believing that we have received the love of God through the death of Christ, and that the love of God and the love of the brethren are inseparably connected, may we give thanks to God and ask Him to open our hearts that we may give to the brother of the fountain of mercy that He has given us.  

My song forever shall record the tender mercies of the Lord;

                          Thy faithfulness will I proclaim, and every age shall know Thy Name.  Psalter # 241 st.1

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Six - ______________________________________

I John 3:18  -  Love in deed and truth

  Today we will look at the instruction from this word of God of how true love is lived out.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

                                     Day Six continued

Day Six continued

Read:       I John 3:16-20         Ezekiel 33:31    Matt. 25:41-45      James 2:15-16        I Peter 1:22

     My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.  

Study:    

1.  Notice again how John begins this word of instruction to his readers, and remember this is God’s Word to us. 

2.  What does it mean that we are not to love in word?  Surely we are to speak of the love we have for the brother!

3.  What does it mean not to love in tongue?  Is there any difference between loving in word and loving in tongue, or is it just repeated for emphasis?

4.  What does it mean to love in deed?

5.  What does it mean to love in truth?

6.  Is it possible to love in actions without loving from the heart?

7.  The last part of the verse begins with ‘but’.  Explain what is compared and what the comparison means.

8.  Finally, explain then how we are called to love the brother in Christ.

Food for thought:   “The apostle again addresses them in that term of endearment - ‘Little children, let us not love in speech or with the tongue’.  That is the distinction.  They are virtually the same.  Yet I think one rather refers to connected speech, so that we may probably say: “Let us not boast in our speech how much we love one another.  Let us not love merely by boasting of our love while we do nothing.”  When the apostle adds to that ‘neither in tongue’, he probably means more individually, ‘nor with the tongue when we speak to the brother.’”


The man who is in need is probably addressed by the brother.  He probably will tell him, “I pity you, because I love you.”  But he does not do anything for him, although he is able.  Then he simply loves him with the tongue.  Love with speech, love in boasting, love in the abstract speech, and love with the concrete address to the brother without doing anything is not love at all.  It is not effective, has no fruit, and therefore cannot be love. 


In distinction from that the apostle says:  “Let us love in deed - by work, by doing something for his need.  And therefore in truth.”  We say with the tongue to the brother, “I love you”, and do not do anything for him.  But when we love in truth, in reality, then it is quite different.  Then we do not merely flatter him.  We do not merely say how much we love him. But we show concretely that we love him by helping him.  That is loving in truth.”      


           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John  


“Words of love that are never translated into action are worthless.”  





         S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:  May we close today’s study with gratitude to our Heavenly Father for instructing us on giving true love to the brother.  May we ask Him for eyes to see their need, and hearts to give.













 Day Six continued

Day Six continued

How blest the man who fears the Lord and greatly loves God’s holy will;

His children share his great reward, and blessings all their days shall fill.

With kind remembrance of the poor, for their distress his gifts provide;

                       His righteousness shall thus endure, his name in honor shall abide.  Psalter #305 sts. 1&5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Seven - ______________________________________  

I John 3:19  - Knowing we are of the truth

          Today we will look at ways in which we are assured that we are ‘of the truth’.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:       I John 3:16-21         John 13:35      Heb. 10:22       Rom. 8:38-39        II Tim. 1:12      Heb. 11:13
And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.         

Study:    

1.  We have seen before that ‘hereby’ usually means ‘in this way’.  In what way then, do we know that we are of the truth?

2.  The first teaching of our verse is that we know we are of (or out of) the truth.  Explains what you think that means.

3.  The second teaching of the verse also refers back to that ‘hereby’.  “And (hereby) shall assure our hearts before him.”


a.  Who is meant by ‘him’?


b.  What does it meant that we assure our hearts before him?


c.  In what way (hereby) are we able to do that?

4.  So in the way of sincerely loving our brother in deed and in truth, we know that we are of the truth, and we have assurance.   How do we continually receive the desire and the ability to love in this way?

5.  What does that assurance of heart mean for our lives?

Food for thought:    “It is evident that this ‘hereby’ refers to what John had said, especially in verse 18, namely that we are exhorted to love not by speech or by tongue but in very deed and in truth.  To that John refers undoubtedly by ‘hereby’.  By the fact that we love, that we love in truth and in actual fact, and not only in word or in tongue, we know or shall know, that we are of the truth.  


The idea is most probably that according as we love in spirit and in truth, and actual fact and not in word or tongue; according to the measure of that love, we shall know and we shall know more and more that we are of the truth. We are out of the truth.  In other words, we act and love out of the principle of the truth.  The truth is that which is revealed of God and is that which is in harmony with God in all His revelation, in all His virtues, in His truth and justice and love and all the rest of the virtues.  


To be out of the truth means therefore, to love and to act and to be and to have the root of our very life in the truth and to live out of the principle of the truth.  



       Food for thought continued
Day Seven, continued     “We shall convince or persuade our hearts before him.  In this we shall know that we are of the truth, and in this, that is, in the fact that we love, that we have the true love in our hearts we also persuade our hearts that we are of God.  ‘Assure’ here means literally ‘we persuade, we convince’.  The question is: of what do we convince our hearts?  The idea is that we convince our hearts that we are partakers of all the blessings of salvation in Christ, that we belong to Christ, that therefore we are saved, that principally we have the forgiveness of sins, and therefore with the forgiveness of sins also grace and mercy and love and all the bounties of salvation which are in Christ Jesus our Lord.  


Why must we convince our heart that we are saved, that we belong to Christ, that we have all the blessings of salvation?  The answer is undoubtedly that we still have our old nature.  And that old nature is not only sinful and corrupt, but from that old nature, from the influence of that old nature also arises doubt, so that our faith is not always equally strong. Therefore we assure our hearts before Him by the fact that we love.  We love God, and therefore we love one another, and therefore we know too that we are out of the truth, and therefore we know also that we can convince our hearts that that is true.    We convince our hearts by that spiritual truth, and by that spiritual reasoning of the truth that we are partakers of the blessings of salvation and that we have nothing to fear.  When we love, we may know by that very token that we have the source of our life in the truth.” 

           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John  


“As a reminder of how to live the Christian life, Calvin used the motto Coram Deo (in the presence of God).  He knew that he spent every single moment in the sacred presence of the Almighty, and that God’s eye was always on him.   John expresses this same truth at the beginning of his epistle: “Our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ” (1:3).  How can we know God’s presence?  When we love our brothers and sisters in word and deed, we have fellowship with God.” 





         S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:   Once again a convicting but reassuring Word of God for our lives.  May we close in giving Him thanks and asking Him to bless this Word to our hearts that we may live out of it.

Mindful of our human frailty is the God in Whom we trust;

He Whose years are everlasting, He remembers we are dust.

All the faithful to His covenant shall behold His righteousness;

               He will be their strength and refuge, and their children’s children bless.  Psalter # 281 sts. 1&4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Eight - _________________________________ 

I John 3:20  - God is greater than our heart

   Today we will continue to look at the truth of assurance.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18 

Read:    I John 3:16-21          I John 4:4                 Job 33:12                Ps. 44:20-21             Psalm 139:1-5

                  Jer. 17:10                                    Jer. 23:24                            Heb. 4:13

     For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.  

Study:    

1.  What is the meaning of the word ‘condemn’ here in our verse?

2.  How then do our hearts condemn us?

3.  What is the meaning here in this verse that God is greater than our hearts?  What does that have to do with our hearts condemning us?






    Questions continued

Day Eight, continued
4.  What attribute of God do we think of when we read “and (God) knoweth all things”?

5.  Read verses 18-20 and explain what the word ‘for’ means here.  Explain in your own words what these three verses are teaching us. 

Food for thought:   “This is not a very easy passage.  It means literally:  ‘If our heart should condemn us.”  That is in itself not a bad action of our heart.  Our regenerated heart, which has the principle of the love of God in it and which is motivated by the principle of the love of God, can easily condemn us - not so much because we do not love God, but because of our sinful nature in general, because sin still cleaves unto us, because, after all, we have but a small beginning of the new obedience, and all the rest is still corruption and sin.  Therefore it is not only possible, as the apostle presents here - if our heart should condemn us - but it is also very real.  Our regenerated heart often must condemn us and does condemn us because of the sin that still cleaves unto us in our sinful nature.  


Then the apostle says ‘God is greater than our heart.’  The emphasis on the greatness of God and the fact that God is greater than our heart evidently falls on the fact that He knows all things, and falls therefore on the fact of His omniscience, the all-knowing knowledge of God in regard to us and in regard to our hearts.  Even when our hearts condemn us, God knows that the principle of our very heart is the love of Him and is principally perfect.  Because we love Him, we love to walk in His ways.  God knows that, and not only knows because He know all things, but when our heart condemns us, before Him we are simply righteous and just and holy and perfect, filled with the love of God, the love of walking in His ways, and the love of the brethren.”                                                             Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:   How blest we are that God sees us as principally perfect in Christ.  May we give Him thanks for His grace and may we strive to live more and more out of our regenerated hearts in love to Him and one another.

Search me, O God, and know my heart, try me, my thoughts to know;

O lead me, if in sin I stray, in paths of life to go.  Psalter # 384 st. 5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Day Nine - __________________________________

I John 3:21  - Having confidence toward God

  Today we will look how we are able to have confidence before God.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   I John 3:18-22         I John 2:28           Job 27:6          II Cor. 1:12         Hebrews 10:19-23

 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 

Study:    

1.  We know we must be convicted in our hearts that we are unworthy sinners who fall often into sin.  What does the Word of God here mean then, that our hearts do not condemn us?

2.  How is it possible that we can have confidence toward God?

3.  Putting the verse together then, what does the fact that ‘if our hearts do not condemn us’ have to do with having confidence toward God?











Day Nine continued

Day Nine, continued       Food for thought:   “The apostle teaches us in verse 21 about the condemnation of our heart, about which he had also spoken in the preceding verse.  There he had said that, in the first place, in this we know that we are of the truth.  He is referring undoubtedly to the fact that we love, and we love not merely in word or in tongue, but in very deed.  In this we know that we are of the truth, and that we persuade, convince, our hearts before Him.  To that he had added, in the second place, that if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart and knoweth all things.  Our hearts condemn us with a view to our old nature and our sin.  Nevertheless, God knows our hearts, and He knows that after all we are in principle perfect.  Now, if we know that too, if we know that even though our heart condemns us, God is greater that our heart, and know after all that we are principally perfect, then it stands to reason that our heart cannot condemn us any more - not because we are not sinful any more, but because we know by faith that God does not condemn us.  By faith we know that our heart must be silent because God knows different, and God knows that although we are sinful, nevertheless our heart has no business to condemn us because we are united with Christ Jesus, and in Him and through the principle of regeneration we are principally perfect.  


And then the apostle says that if that is true, if our heart does not condemn us any more, then we have confidence with God.  Then we can look up unto God.  In respect to God we have confidence, or boldness.  That, of course, is true only if our heart does not condemn us and if, by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we know that we are principally perfect, and that God knows it, that before God we stand in perfection in the face of our Lord.  Then we have confidence in respect to God.  Then we can look up unto Him.  Then we can expect that He will bless us.”                                    Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 


“All that really matters in life is that Christ loves me.  That’s comfort.  Nothing in this world can harm me.  I am safe because I am loved by Christ, Who sits on the right hand of God.  Christ identifies Himself with me.  He shares with me all that is His.  I need not feel cast down because of my own worthlessness or insignificance.  Mine is the honor that I am identified with the Son of God and the glory of His kingdom.  I may be ecstatic with the experience of the love of God for me.  My heart is overwhelmed with the knowledge - God loves me.”
           Prof. D. Engelsma from the sermon His Banner over Me is Love
Prayer:  May we rejoice in the great mercy of Almighty God in giving His Son for our salvation.  May we go to Him with thanks, and for strength to keep this blessed truth in our hearts today.

Though flesh and heart should faint and fail, the Lord will ever be

the strength and portion of my heart, my God eternally. 

To live apart from God is death, ‘tis good His face to seek;

                                        my refuge is the living God, His praise I long to speak.  Psalter # 203 sts. 4&5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Ten - _________________________________________

I John 3:22  - Whatsoever we ask, we receive of him

   Today we will look at the truth that comes out of the confidence in God we learned of yesterday.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18 

Read:      I John 3:16-24           I John 5:14             Psalm 34:15-17             Psalm 145:18-19           

            Jer. 29:12-13            Matt. 7:7-8              Matt. 21:22             Mark 11:24             John 14:13-14                                  

                   because    Matt 7:24-25                             do  John 9:31                   
    And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 





                                 Day Ten continued

Day Ten continued

Study:    

1.  Do we experience the promise of the first phrase in this verse - ‘whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him’?

2.  We know that we can’t just ask anything of God and expect to receive it.  Comparing scripture with scripture we learn that we are to pray according to the will of God.  Will the sincere child of God then pray for anything he knows is outside the will of God?

3.  We know that we can’t read the second part of this verse:  because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight, and think that we merit whatever we ask of God because we have obeyed His commandments.  Our verse says ‘because’, not ‘if’.   We have often heard the phrase ‘in the way of’.  Could we understand the verse better if we understand it to mean:  In the way of keeping His commandments and doing those things that are pleasing in His sight, whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him?

4.  Read verses 19-21 carefully.   Verse 22 concerns prayer, but in connection with the previous verses what do you think John means that we are to ask for?

5.  When we ask God for those things, will God always give what we ask?

Food for thought:   “The apostle continues: “Whatever we ask we will receive of him.”  You understand, that does not mean that whatever we ask in our sinful nature, whatever we pray for according to our sinful inclinations, we receive.  It does not mean, either, that whatever we ask for even apart from sin, in an earthy sense, we shall receive.  It is not true, for instance, that if we are sick, and we pray that we may recover, that the Lord grants us our petitions.  That certainly is not so.  When we are in illness or in trouble or in suffering for Christ’s sake, it does not mean that we pray and then are delivered from our suffering.  Rather we must understand that in our boldness toward God we know too that our suffering comes from Him, and that we must have boldness to suffer in relation to God, and that we must know that the way in which He leads is always good.  


But the apostle does not refer to that, as we all know.  It is true that many think that if we only pray, no matter for what, we receive it.  But that is not according to the Word of God, and that is not the meaning of the apostle John here.  When we have boldness toward God, and when our heart does not condemn us it stands to reason that we ask for those things which our regenerated heart desires.  Our regenerated heart desires the forgiveness of sin.  Especially that the apostle has undoubtedly in mind - especially with a view to the fact that he speaks of our heart condemning us.  Then we know that we receive from God the things we ask, the forgiveness of sins and all that is connected with the forgiveness of sins,  all the spiritual blessings of salvation  - strength of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  And not only forgiveness, but also sanctification.  If our heart does not condemn us, and we have boldness with God, it is exactly that which we desire and for which we shall ask.  We shall ask for deliverance from corruption, and in that way we shall ask for perseverance in the way of salvation, perseverance in the faith even unto the end. We shall ask for grace to stand no matter what happens and no matter how the enemies rave against us - that we may stand in the faith and confess the name of God.  And in that way of the forgiveness of sins and of faith and sanctification, in the way of preservation and perseverance we shall look for eternal life and glory.  That is what our regenerated heart, (which does not condemn us because God knows all things so that we have boldness toward God) principally and always desires.  Therefore, we shall certainly receive what we ask of Him.  In the way of prayer we shall receive all the fullness of the blessings of salvation.


The apostle adds: ‘because we keep his commandments and we do those things that are pleasing before him, pleasing in his sight.’  When our heart does not condemn us, and we walk in the way of sanctification, then it stands to reason that we keep His commandments and that we do those things that are pleasing before Him.  The apostle says ‘because’ we keep His commandments. 









                                   Food for thought continued

Day Ten continued       “It stands to reason: if we do not walk in the way of God’s commandments, and then pray, we do not pray for the proper things, we do not pray for grace and for spiritual blessings.  But if we keep His commandments then certainly we shall walk in the way of sanctification, and our desire shall be for the spiritual blessings of salvation.  In the way of keeping His commandments we shall look for the forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.  Whatever we pray in that respect, in that way, in the way of keeping His commandments and doing things that are pleasing in His sight, we shall certainly receive.”            

          




           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:   May we close today’s study in humble thanksgiving that He has so blessed us with all the blessings of salvation, and has put in our hearts the desire to pray according to His will.  May we ask for grace to always pray according to His will and for His glory.

Thy promised mercies send to me, Thy great salvation, Lord;




   So shall I answer those who scoff; My trust is in Thy Word.  Psalter # 326 st. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Day Eleven - ___________________________________

I John 3:23  - This is his commandment

        Earlier in this lesson we learned that we must keep His commandments and do those things which are pleasing in His sight.  Today we will learn the principal commandment.  

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18 

Read:    I John 3:13-24          Psalm 2:12           Mark 9:7            John 17:3         I Tim. 1:15

  love one another   John 13:34       John 15:12       I Thess. 4:9     I Pet. 1:22    I John 2:8-10     I John 4:21           

    And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.       

Study:    

1.   Why do you think John now writes of one commandment - ‘this is his commandment’?


In Matthew 22:37-39  Jesus spoke of it as two.

2.  John then did put the one commandment into two parts.  How would you explain the meaning of the first part of the commandment:  believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ.   This is the first time in John’s epistle that he uses the word ‘believe’.  What is it to believe on the name of God’s Son Jesus Christ?

3.  We’ve been studying love of the brethren for awhile now,  how would you describe what God is commanding us to do in the second part of the commandment:  ‘and love one another’?

4.  Who is John referring to in the phrase ‘As he gave us commandment’?  

Food for thought:  “Now the apostle refers back to commandments; only he uses the singular instead of the plural.  He uses the singular now because principally he refers here to only one commandment.  And that one commandment is that we believe on the name of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  











           Food for thought continued

Day Eleven, continued     “That is principally the commandment.  And, therefore from that principal commandment follows the keeping of all the commandments, especially also that we love one another.  If we do not believe on the name of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, then it is impossible to keep the commandments.  That is the principal commandment.  


 The name is the person of Christ, only the name emphasizes the fact that the Son of God, Jesus Christ, was revealed to us.  In the name we know Him.  Only in the name and through the name do we have fellowship with Him.  Only by the name can we have confidence in Him.  That name is revealed in all the Scriptures.  We must believe that the name Jesus Christ is the name of the Son of God.  And on that name we must put all our confidence for time and eternity for all our salvation.  


Faith is the principle, and the love of the brethren is the fruit of that faith.  Without faith we cannot love one another.  When we have the faith, we will love one another.  So the apostle refers here to faith and the love of the brethren as the contents of the commandment of which the Lord had spoken.  


In conclusion John says ‘as he gave us commandment’.  ‘He’, of course, is Christ in this connection.  Christ gave us the commandment to believe and He gave us the commandment to love one another.  After God has implanted the faith in our hearts so that we are able to believe, the Word of God comes to us and says: “Believe, and put all your trust in the Son of God, Jesus Christ.”


 The commandment is after all, really one object because the loving of one another is implied.  Unless we believe the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, we cannot love one another; and the love of one another is rooted in the love of God.  Unless the love of God is in our hearts, it is impossible to love one another.  


For this purpose God gave you the commandment, for this purpose God sent to you His Word, that ye might not only have the faith in principle in your hearts and that you might not only have the love of one another in your hearts, but that through that commandment and through that Word you might also consciously believe the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and consciously love one another. 


The beginning of the sentence refers to God, as is evident from the context.  It is the commandment of God.  Nevertheless, I rather think that the subject here is Christ, not only because the apostle had already mentioned the commandment of God, and would hardly repeat that, but secondly, also because the immediately preceding clause speaks of Jesus Christ, and lastly, because it is Christ particularly that emphasized - especially according to John in his gospel - the love of God and the love of one another.


As he gave commandment is ‘in the way in which’ or ‘according to the character of’.  That love must be in harmony with His Word.  We must definitely love one another in the way in which and according as He gave the commandment - not otherwise.”           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:    May we end our study today in prayer to our Heavenly Father for grace and spiritual strength to obey this command to believe in His only begotten Son, and to love one another. 

The precepts of the Lord are right; with joy they fill the heart;

                             The Lord’s commandments all are pure, and clearest light impart.  Psalter #41 st.2 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~       

Day Twelve - ________________________________________ 

I John 3:24  - Hereby we know that he abideth in us

   Today we will look at the life of the one who obeys the commandment given in verse 23.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18 

Read:   I John 3:13-24      John 14:21-23        John 15:10      I John 4:12           we know    I John 4:13











                Day Twelve continued

Day Twelve, continued

    And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.  And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.  

Study:    

1.  According to the beginning of this verse, what two things are true of the child of God who keeps the commandments given in verse 23?

2.  Consider what Jesus taught concerning this in John 17:21-23.

3.  We need to know with assurance that God dwells in us.  According to the second part of our verse, how are we able to know that?      Romans 5:5

4.  Why is that assurance important to you?

5.  This is the first time John actually mentions the Spirit in this letter.  What must these believers have already known?             John 14:15-17 and 26             John 15:26-27              Acts 2:4 and 37-38

Food for thought:    “And the one that keeps his commandments remains (abides, dwells) in him (that is, in God through Christ), and he in him (that is, God in him).  And in this (by this, in the sphere of this) we know that he abides in us, namely, out of the Spirit (as the source) which he gave us.”







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 


“In this verse, John introduces the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.  How does God dwell in the heart of the believer?  Through the work and testimony of the Holy Spirit.  No believer can ever say that he does not know whether God lives within him.  The Spirit of God testifies in the heart of the Christian and gives him this knowledge and assurance.” 





     S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John


“The Spirit’s presence within us cannot be ignored.  He instills a whole new life within us.  He gives a different outlook on life.  He unites us to the Christ.  He causes us to live out of the principle of love to God and our brethren.  All this is possible only if He has regenerated us.  When the believer experiences this working within him, he knows that he has been ‘born again’ - that God is abiding within him.”








         Rev. Henry Vander Kam in Bible Lesson on I John

Prayer:   May we close our study by asking God to assure us by His Spirit that He abides in us, and that in the way of our keeping His commandments He may give us to know that we remain in Him and He lives in us.

Unchanging is the love of God, from age to age the same,

                                       Displayed to all who do His will and reverence His Name.  Psalter #278 st. 4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Thirteen - ________________________________________ 

Review of I John 3:13-24 

       Today we will review I John 3:13-24

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18       
                          Day Thirteen continued

Day Thirteen, continued

Review:       

     13.    Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 

13.  Marvel not, my brethren, (Do not be surprised my brothers) if the world hate you. (that the evil world gives you no place, and that the evil men in the world hate the people of God.)  
     14.     We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren,  He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.        

14.   We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren,  (because we love the brethren, we may know that we have passed from death unto life - we are regenerated) He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.  (He that does not love his brother remains in spiritual death - the absence of life and the state of misery according to which we sin and can do nothing but sin.)       

    15.  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer, and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.      

15.  Whosoever hateth his brother (Hatred is separation, opposition, enmity.  It is characterized by corruption)  is a murderer,  (He may not kill him directly, but he is a man-slayer nevertheless, because hatred is the principle of murder) and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. (Eternal life is a real life, the life of Christ.  No one that murders, whether literally or in his acts and attitude to the brother has that eternal life dwelling in him.  He does not live, and he does not dwell in the sphere of eternal life.)
     16.  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.    
16.  Hereby  (by this; or in the sphere of this) perceive we the love of God, (we experience of the love of God as it is revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord) because he laid down his life for us; (because the Son of God came that He might enter into the midst of death and give His life by shedding his lifeblood on the accursed tree for us, the sinful people who by nature hated Him.) and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (we have the obligation to give our life instead of the brethren, in behalf of the brethren.  That is the very highest sacrifice we could make for the brethren.)

     17.   But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 
17.  But whoso hath this world’s good, (this man has plenty - not only plenty for his daily needs, but also plenty for the poor brother) and seeth his brother have need, (and he sees that his brother has need, or lacks some thing for the needs of this present) and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, (he shuts up his bowels of mercy, he has no love or pity for the brother) how dwelleth the love of God in him? (it is impossible that the love of God dwells in him; he does not have the love of God, because the love of God and the love of the brethren are inseparably connected.)

     18.  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.  

18.  My little children,  (a term of endearment) let us not love in word, neither in tongue, (Let us not love merely by boasting of our love while we do nothing, although we are able) but in deed and in truth. (but let us love in deed - by work, by doing something for his need - that is loving in truth.)    










Review continued

Day Thirteen, continued
     19. And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.   

 19. And hereby (by loving in very deed and in truth) we know that we are of the truth, (By the fact that we love in truth and in actual fact, and not only in word or in tongue, we know or shall know, that we are of the truth - to have the root of our very life in the truth and to live out of the principle of the truth.) and shall assure our hearts before him. (we assure our hearts before God by the fact that we love, we convince our hearts that we are partakers of all the blessings of salvation in Christ)

20. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.  

20.   For if our heart condemn us,(Our regenerated heart often must condemn us and does condemn us because of the sin that still cleaves unto us in our sinful nature)   God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. (Even when our hearts condemn us, the omnipotent God knows that the principle of our very heart is the love of Him and is principally perfect) 

21. Beloved if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 

21.Beloved if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. (By faith we know that our heart has no business to condemn us because we are united with Christ Jesus, and in Him and through the principle of regeneration we are principally perfect. Then we have confidence in respect to God. Then we can expect that He will bless us.)                                    

22. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

22.   And whatsoever we ask, (When we have boldness toward God, and when our heart does not condemn us it stands to reason that we ask for those things which our regenerated heart desires) we receive of him, (Then we know that we receive from God the things we ask, the forgiveness of sins and all that is connected with the forgiveness of sins, all the spiritual blessings of salvation. If our heart does not condemn us, and we have boldness with God, it is exactly that which we desire and for which we shall ask) because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. (In the way of keeping His commandments we shall look for the forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.  Whatever we pray in that respect, in that way, in the way of keeping His commandments and doing things that are pleasing in His sight, we shall certainly receive.)

23. And this is his commandment.  That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as he gave us commandment.      

23.  And this is his commandment.  That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ (He uses the singular now because principally he refers here to only one commandment.  And that one commandment is that we believe on the name of the Son of God, Jesus Christ) and love one another, as he gave us commandment. (And, therefore from that principal commandment follows the keeping of all the commandments, especially also that we love one another.  If we do not believe on the name of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, then it is impossible to keep the commandments.  That is the principal commandment.  

Faith is the principle, and the love of the brethren is the fruit of that faith.  We must definitely love one another in the way in which and according as He gave the commandment - not otherwise)  












             Review continued

Day Thirteen, continued

       24.  And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.  And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.  
24.  And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. (And the one that keeps his commandments remains (abides, dwells) in God through Christ, and God remains in him). And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. (And in this (by this, in the sphere of this) we know that he abides in us, namely, out of the Holy Spirit (as the source) which he gave us.)

Food for thought: 

      “John writes in I John 3:23-24:  “And this is His commandment, that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. And he that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him. And hereby we know that He abideth in us; by the Spirit which He hath given us.”  You may note also here that faith or the fear of God and keeping His commandments, or walking in love together are presented as our whole duty before God. The man that is born of God does not do the one or the other. He does both. He does all that is commanded of him.  And note that believing is here presented as one of the things which God commands of us. And so, he that is born of God doth not commit sin, for he does both: he believes on the name of God’s Son Jesus Christ, and he walks in love, keeping God’s commandments.

        It is plain that the fear of the Lord will always be accompanied by the keeping of His commandments. They who fear the Lord will have an intense and abiding desire to keep His commandments. Freedom from the condemnation of the law will not move them to lawlessness but to the works of love which the law demands. Such will not ban the reading of the law in their services of worship. Such will not frown

every time mention is made of the demands of the law. Such will say with Solomon that to fear God and to keep His commandments is the whole duty of man and that by His grace His redeemed, regenerated people do both.”                             Rev. John Heys in the Standard Bearer article: And Keep His Commandments
Prayer:  As we finish this lesson may we give thanks to God for opening our hearts to these truths from His Word, and ask for grace to live according to them, to His glory.

A sun and shield is God, the Lord, to lighten and defend; 

The Lord to such as look to Him will grace and glory send; 

 To those that walk in righteousness no good will He deny; 

 O Lord of Hosts, how blest are they who on Thy grace rely. 












Psalter # 226 st. 3
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