Women’s Bible Study 

The Epistles of I, II, III John and Jude

Lesson Nine

I John 4:12 through I John 5:5
Study for meeting held ____________________________

Note once again, that some of the quotes by Rev. H. Hoeksema have been paraphrased. 
Day One - ______________________________

I John 4:12 - No man hath seen God

     Today we will look at the beautiful truth that although no man has seen God, He lives within us.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:   I John 4:8-16    no man       Ex. 33:20         John 1:18        I Tim. 6:16          Heb. 11:27    

   Love one another       I John 3:24        I John 4:6         perfected in us       I John 2:5       

No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
Study:    

1.  John begins this truth with a direct statement:   ‘No man hath seen God at any time.’  Why is that true?

2.  We can’t see God, but John continues by teaching how we do know God - God dwelleth in us.  

      We’ve looked at this before, but try to put into words what that truth means in your life.

3.  If we love one another, God dwelleth in us.  Is this a condition?   Does it depend on us?  Is it true that God does not dwell in us unless we love one another? 

4.  John by inspiration of the Holy Spirit adds another truth about God dwelling in us.   Explain what it means that God’s love is perfected in us.   

5.  How does God accomplish that in the way of our loving one another?

Food for thought:  “No one has ever seen God. That is simply a truth.  God as such can never be seen.  He reveals Himself, and we can know His revelation, and especially the revelation that has just been mentioned in the preceding verses, the revelation in Christ, and the revelation in the death and resurrection of Christ.  That we can see.  But God is not seen, and no one has ever seen Him.  If, however (the apostle continues) we love one another, God dwells in us.  Although we cannot see God, we can experience Him, we do experience Him; and we know that He is within us. 



 Because love is of God, no one can ever love, except from the fountain of love, which is God.  And because that is so, therefore if we love one another, then we know that God dwells in us.  God dwells in us, as you know, and as all Scripture reveals it to us, through Jesus Christ and by His Spirit and Word.  He always dwells in us in that way.  The triune God, who dwells eternally with Himself, who eternally has fellowship with Himself, dwells through the Son, revealed in Jesus Christ, and through His Spirit and by His Word, also in us, so that we have fellowship with Him, living fellowship with God.  He dwells in us.  Not simply stays in us, not simply is in us; but dwells in us.  And if we love one another, then that fact, that God dwells in us, is evidenced by that love, because love is of God.                              Food for thought continued

Day One continued       “And then the love of God is perfected in us.  Perfected means in the first place finished.  The love of God has reached its end; the love of God has reached its purpose.  The love of God is finished in us.  I think that is especially the meaning of perfected in this verse.  If that is true, that we love one another, then certainly the love of God has reached its purpose, its finish and its end in us; the love of God is perfected in us.”                                             Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John

Prayer:     “Because love is of God, no one can ever love, except from the fountain of love, which is God.”  May we close our study with humble thanksgiving to God Who gives us love.  May we ask Him reveal to us more and more the wonder of how He lives in us, and how His love is perfected in us in the way of our loving one another.

O come my soul, bless thou the Lord thy Maker, and all within me bless His holy Name;

Bless thou the Lord, forget not all His mercies, His pardoning grace and saving love proclaim.

Bless Him, ye angels, wondrous in might, Bless Him, His servants that in His will delight.













Psalter # 284 st. 1
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Two - ___________________________________

I John 4:13 - Our dwelling in God, and His dwelling in us

 Our study today will show us the way in which we may know that we dwell in God and that He dwells in us. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 4:8-16               John 14:20-26             Romans 8:9-17             I Cor. 3:16-17    



I John 3:24                                   I John 4:15-16

 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 
Study:    

1.  John teaches in this verse: Hereby we may know that we dwell in God, and that He dwells in us.  How do we know that truth?  What does ‘hereby’ refer to?

2.   We have seen that the word ‘knowledge’ has different meanings.  What kind of ‘knowledge’ is meant in this verse?  

3.   According to the verse, how do we have that knowledge?

4.  What is your favorite scripture verse that teaches that truth?

5.  We’ve seen before that ‘abide in’ and ‘remain in’ help us to understand what it means that we dwell in God and He dwells in us.   Explain what that experience is, and how the child of God has it.

Food for thought:  “By this sign, or this token, which is really more than a token, because the token that is mentioned here is at the same time the author of the truth that is mentioned in the main part of the text.  The apostle has mentioned this before in verse 12:  ‘If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.’  That shows that the dwelling of God in us is at the same time His love that is perfected within us.  And that is also the truth here.                                                                Food for thought continued

Day Two continued     ‘We know’, the apostle says. That knowledge is not a mere intellectual apprehension or intellectual knowledge, but is, as is very evident from the whole passage, a knowledge of experience, a spiritual knowledge, that we carry principally in our hearts, and from our hearts, in all our mind and will and in all our experience.  By this, therefore, we have it in our hearts and in our minds and in our will and in all our feeling and experience, so that our whole nature is filled with that knowledge, so that also that knowledge influences our entire life and experience, also in our active life.  


The object of that knowledge has been explained before, namely, that God dwells in us.  Not simply is in us.  And it certainly does not mean that God is in us providentially, so that He simply is in our minds and wills and heart to sustain it and to govern it.  But, as is evident from verse 12, the same as the fact that the love of God, that is, the love which He has toward us, His eternal love, dwells in us, dwells in us in such a way that we experience it and know it. 


At the same time, the apostle says in the first part that we dwell in Him.  God dwells in us, and we in Him.  These stand in a causal relation to each other.  The fact that God dwells in us is the cause of the fact that we dwell in Him.  Nevertheless, also it is a fact that we dwell in Him.  That means that with our whole heart and mind and soul and strength we are consciously in God, according to His revelation.  We dwell in the sphere of His revelation in such a way that that sphere of His revelation influences our entire heart and mind and our entire life.  


The proof, or the token, and at the same time the cause or agent of this dwelling of God in us and of us in God is the Spirit which He hath given unto us.  We know this, the apostle says, we know that we dwell in Him, and he in us, because He hath given us out of the Spirit.  ‘Out of the Spirit’ means that the Spirit is the source of all the dwelling of God in us and also of all the knowledge that God dwells in us and we in Him.  That Spirit, as we know from the rest of Scripture, is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit which is in God, which is in Christ, which is in the church, and is in every individual believer.


The apostle says, that Spirit is given unto us.  It was given unto us, that is, He gave it unto us.  ‘He’ is God in Christ, as we know from the rest of Scripture.  God in Christ gave the Spirit unto us, principally on the day of Pentecost.  Ever since, and forevermore, that Spirit dwells in the church.  And from dwelling in the church that Spirit dwells in every individual believer.”   







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 
Prayer:    Experiencing in our hearts the consciousness that we live in the sphere of God so that He influences our whole life, and experiencing that by His Spirit He dwells in us, may we end today’s study with grateful hearts to Him, asking Him for grace to remain in that consciousness throughout the day, that we may live to His glory.  

O Church of our God, sing His praises, for with you and in you He dwells; 

                                  O sing Hallelujahs before Him, Whose glory all praises excels. Psalter #373 st. 10

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Three - _____________________________________

I John 4:14 - The Savior sent by the Father
    We have learned that we experience, by the Holy Spirit that we dwell in God and He dwells in us. Today we will look at John’s teaching of how that blessed truth is made possible.

Prayer:   Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 4:8-16      we have seen      Matt. 3:16-17     Luke 3:21-22        John 1:14      I John 1:1-3

the Father    John 5:36-37      John 10:36            the Savior     John 1:29      John 3:16-17       John 12:47     

And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

         Day Three continued

Day Three continued

Study:    

1.  Who is meant by ‘we’ here in our verse?

2.  Explain what John meant by:

a. ‘we have seen’:

    b.    and ‘do testify’:

3.  Who is meant here by ‘Father’?

4. How did John know ‘first-hand’ that God sent His Son?

a. Matt. 3:16-17    

     b.  Matthew 17:1-5

5.  How did John know that God sent His Son to be the Savior of the world?


John 1:29-34

6.  What ‘world’ is meant here?  What world did Jesus come to save?

Food for thought:   “Undoubtedly ‘we’ in this verse does not refer to the church and every individual in the church, but refers to the apostles.  The apostles have seen that God sent His Son into the world.   They have seen the Son, as John especially witnesses in his gospel narrative.  They have recognized that the Christ is the Son of God.  They have seen Him especially in all the manifestation of His mighty works and in all His Word, which He proclaimed unto them.  In it all they have seen that Christ is the Son of God.  And, as they have seen, so they witness. And they witness especially that the Father has sent the Son as a Savior of the world. 


God the Father sent His Son.  We can also say that the triune God as Father of His people sent His Son, the second person of the Holy Trinity, in order that He might be the Savior of the world.  ‘World’ is to be taken in the organic sense, so that ‘Savior of the world’ does not and cannot possibly mean that the Son was sent for the purpose of saving everybody.  That was never the purpose of God.  And that was never the revelation of Christ.  He did not save everybody.  But ‘the world’ includes, in the first place, the elect, whom God has chosen and predetermined unto salvation from before the foundation of the world.  And at the same time, ‘the world’ may be taken in the broader organic sense of the word, because ultimately it includes the new heavens and the new earth, the whole creation.  So, for that purpose the Father sent His Son into the world.  And the apostles witness of that truth, that the Father sent His Son into the world that He might save, that He might be the Savior of the world.”               Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:   May we close our study with humble thanksgiving at the wonder of how, for our salvation, God sent His Son into the world.  May we ask for grace to live in obedience and praise to Him.

This His word shall be made known, This Jehovah’s firm decree;

Thou art My beloved Son, Yea, I have begotten Thee.

All the earth at Thy request I will give Thee for Thy own;

Then Thy might shall be confessed and Thy foes be overthrown,

                                Then Thy might shall be confessed and Thy foes be overthrown. Psalter #3 st. 3
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Four - ___________________________________

I John 4:15 - Confessing Jesus is the Son of God
     Today we will look at the confession of the truth, which we looked at yesterday.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 4:8-16         confess        Matthew 10:32         Luke 12:8           Romans 10:9         

          God dwelleth          I John 3:24          I John 4:12

Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 
Study:    

1.  What two-fold promise is found in this verse?

2.  Who is the promise to?

3.  In what way do they receive that promise?

4.  Explain what it is that we confess when we confess that Jesus is the Son of God.

5.  Try to put into words what it means for you in your life:   (read John 17:20-26)


a.  that you confess Jesus is the Son of God


b.  that God dwells in you


c.  that you dwell in God

Food for thought:      “Here we have, in verse 15, the confession that Jesus is the Son of God.   Confess means literally ‘to say the same thing.’  In this case, principally, to say the same thing with God.  He that confesses is he that says the same thing with God.  It also means that they say the same thing with the revelation of God in Scripture, and at the same time, that they say the same thing with the whole church.  The whole church in unison, all that believe in Jesus Christ, say the same thing.  And whoever does not say the same thing does not belong to the church. That therefore is the central confession of the church.  Jesus, not Jesus Christ, but Jesus, the historical Jesus, Who in the years A.D. 1-33 was in the world, the Man Jesus, who revealed Himself in the world during that time, that Man Jesus is the Son of God.  That He is the Son of God He revealed in all His Word and work.  That, therefore, is the central confession of the church.  And whoever does not confess that certainly does not belong to the church of Christ.  Whatever else he says, however pious he may reveal himself, he is not a member of the church and of the body of Christ. 


Then the apostle continues ‘God dwelleth in him, and he in God.’   God dwells in him.  He is not only in him providentially, does not only sustain him, but He dwells in him, has fellowship with him, spiritual fellowship, which God gives to him who confesses that Jesus is the Christ.  


The same is true of the last part ‘and he in God.’  He dwells in God.  He has spiritual fellowship with God, and God with him.  That, according to the apostle, is proved by the fact that he confesses that Jesus is the Christ.  Unless therefore God dwells in him, and he in God, he could never confess that Jesus is the Christ.  For the confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, is wrought by God Himself through His Spirit.  God dwells in him by the Spirit, and he dwells in God by the Spirit.  And because God dwells in him, and he in God, therefore he is able to know and therefore also to confess that Jesus is the Son of God.  Otherwise that is absolutely impossible.”                 Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 
          Day Four continued

Day Four continued
Prayer:    Once again we have learned that all of our spiritual life is of God and not of ourselves.  May we give God thanks for the work of His Spirit in us that makes us able to confess that Jesus is the Son of God.  May we ask Him for grace to abide in Him in this day.

O blest the man whom Thou dost choose and draw in love to Thee,

                                     That in Thy sacred courts, O Lord, he may a dweller be.  Psalter #172 st. 3 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Day Five - _______________________________________ 

I John 4:16 - Knowing and believing the love God has for us

        Yesterday we considered our confession that Jesus is the Son of God, and what that confession meant for us.  Today we look more closely at how we experience that indwelling of God.  A very beautiful verse teaching us about God whose essence is love; how we know and believe the love He has for us; and how, when we live in love, we live in God and He lives in us.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:     I John 4:8-16     we have known   Ps. 18:1-3    Ps. 31:19    Ps. 36:7-9      I Cor. 2:9

God is love       I John 4:8                        and He          I John 3:24            I John 4:12

     And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
Study:    

1.  Who is meant by ‘we’ in this verse?

2.  John is writing here about the ‘the love that God hath to us.’ 


a.  What does it mean that we have known that truth?


b.  What does it mean that we have believed that truth?

3.  Once again as in verse 8 of this chapter, we read the words God inspired John to write, “God is love”.  Take time to consider for a moment what that means (write down your thoughts if you care to).  We may have love for someone or give love to someone but God IS love.  

4.  Yesterday we learned that God dwells in us and we dwell in God.  Today’s verse expands on that.  



a.  Explain what it means to ‘dwell in love’.


b.  Explain how it is that when we dwell (remain, stay, abide) in the sphere of love, we dwell in God

                 and He dwells in us.

Food for thought:         “We who confess that Jesus is the Christ in the past up to the very present moment know and believe the love which God has in us.  We confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  And the fact that we confess that is proof of the fact that God dwells in us, and we in Him.  


We, who thus confess, have known and believed.  If we had not confessed that Jesus is the Son of God, and if God did not dwell in us, and we in Him, we would never have known and we would never have believed the love which God has in us.  But now we do.  


          Food for thought continued

Day Five continued       “Knowing is first.  That we know refers not simply to intellectual knowledge.  That is not the idea.  Dogmatically we can probably know; intellectually we can probably know, even though we do not believe and even though we do not confess that Jesus is the Christ.  We can probably know intellectually then that God has His love in the people of God.  But that is not the idea here.  This knowing is knowledge by experience,  spiritual experience.  That is quite different.  This is the knowledge of fellowship.  And ‘believed’ follows ‘have known’, because belief is really the fruit of their knowing.  In a way, from an intellectual point of view, knowledge is implied in belief, but here the apostle emphasizes that belief is the result of knowing, in the true spiritual sense.  Belief is also true spiritual faith - not simply intellectual faith, but true spiritual faith, the experience of faith.

What do we know and what do we believe and experience by faith?  God has love in us.  And that love which God has in us is His own love.  He loves us.  He loves us from eternity.  He loves us as He has revealed His love in Jesus Christ our Lord, the Son of God come in the flesh.  That love He has in us.  By His Spirit He poured out His love in our hearts.  


But then the apostle says: God is love.  The apostle has used the same expression before, in 4:8, as we probably remember, where you have identically the same expression.  That does not merely mean that love flows from God, although that is also true:  God is the source of love, and all love comes from Him.  But it also means literally that God is essentially love.  His being is love.  And if we take it that love is the bond of perfectness, then we can approximately understand what that means.  The very being of God is perfection: it is the implication of all spiritual, ethical, infinite perfection.  And as such, that being of God is a bond; it is the basis of the bond between Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  On the basis of the being of God, which is love, and which is the bond of perfectness, the three persons of the Holy Trinity live in perfect unity in relation to one anther. 


Then the apostle says ‘he who dwells in love dwells in God (constantly), lives in God.  He who dwells in love, that is, if we are, and dwell, and live, and remain constantly in the sphere of love, so that we are in harmony with the law of love, live in it and walk in it, then we dwell in love, and then we dwell in God.


God is love.  If we dwell in love, we have perfect fellowship with God.   Outside of love, outside of the sphere of love, we do not know Him and we cannot know Him.  But only in the sphere of love do we know Him, spiritually.  Outside of the sphere of love we cannot possibly have communion or fellowship or friendship with Him.  But if we dwell in the sphere of love, we have that fellowship.  That is the idea of what the apostle says here.  Then, if we dwell in love, dwell in love in relation to God, but also dwell in love in relation to one another, then we dwell in God, and then we have fellowship with God.  Then we know Him spiritually. 


That is mutual.  For the apostle says: ‘and God dwells in him.’  He who dwells in love dwells in God, and God dwells in him.  We understand that the source of it all is God.  God is love, and God works love by His Spirit and through His Word in the hearts of His people, and God through love dwells in them, so that the source is never in us, but is always in God.”       Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:   A very beautiful verse teaching us about God whose essence is love; how we know and believe the love He has for us; and how, when we live in love we live in God and He lives is us.  The source of our knowing God and experiencing fellowship with Him is always in Him alone.  And He gives us that experience by His Holy Spirit in us, in the way of our dwelling in the sphere of love.  May we close our study in prayer to our Heavenly Father in gratitude for His love and ask that He give us grace always to love Him and one another. 

The loving-kindness of my God is more than life to me;

So I will bless Thee while I live and lift my prayer to Thee.

In Thee my soul is satisfied, my darkness turns to light,




          And joyful meditations fill the watches of the night.   Psalter #163 st. 2

Day Six - _____________________________________

I John 4:17 - As He is, so are we

      Today’s verse is difficult to understand but amazing to comprehend.  We will look at how we are as He is in this world, and what that means for us. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:        I John 4:16-21    our love            James 2:22             I John 2:5            I John 4:12  

we may     James 2:13     I John 2:28      I John 3:19-21       the day   Matt. 11:22-24      Matt. 12:36      

 as he is       John 15:10&20        

    Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 
Study:    

1.  Today’s verse speaks of our love being made perfect.  What do you think that means?

2.  The verse begins: ‘Herein is our love made perfect.’  What does that point to - by what, or for what, or in what way is our love made ‘perfect’?

3.  According to the next phrase in our verse, what is it we may have because of that ‘perfect’ love, and what does that mean?   What is the meaning of ‘in the day of judgment’?

4. The rest of the verse gives us the blessed reason why we may have that boldness:


a.  Who is meant by ‘he’?


b.  Explain what it means that ‘as he is, so are we’.   How are we like Christ in this world, and what 

                  does that have to do with having boldness in the day of judgment?

Food for thought:   Read carefully this long and detailed, but comforting and reassuring quote.
       “By this (or in the sphere of this) the love of God is manifested as being perfected, namely, in the fact that we have boldness in the day of judgment.


The day of judgment is the final day, when we shall all appear before the judgment seat of God in Christ and stand there knowing that we love, and that God loves and that Christ loves.  And if we thus stand there before the judgment seat of God in Christ in the consciousness of love, then there is no fear whatsoever.  Then the love of God is perfected indeed.  Then fear is cast out entirely.  And in that, therefore, the love of God as perfected is manifest also now when we place ourselves before the day of judgment.  That is the meaning here: when we place ourselves in the day of judgment, when we know that we shall be judged according to perfect justice, then we have no fear, but have boldness. That shows that the love of God is perfected also now in the present world.  And that is true because if the love of God is perfected, then as He is, so are we in the world. 


 ‘He’ according to the context, is evidently God, but it is God as He has revealed Himself in Christ; it is God, as we know Him in Christ.  And if that is true, if the love of God is perfected, and if that perfection of the love of God is manifest in the fact that even now we may stand before the consciousness of the judgment day of God, and stand with boldness in the day of judgment, then we must be like Him. 










                       Food for thought continued

Day Six continued      “Then we know that we are like Him.  We know that we are like Him even in this present world, even in this world of sin, and even living in this world of sin, and even while we are still imperfect and while sin still lives in us and operates in us, nevertheless we know that we have boldness in the day of judgment because we know that we are like Him


In this is love perfected with us, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment.  That shows that the love is perfected, has reached its final purpose in our hearts.  If we are conscious that we love, and if we are conscious particularly of the love of God with us and to us and in us, then we have boldness in the day of judgment; the final day when all shall be standing before the throne of God in Christ and when we all shall be judged according to our works.  That is the final day of judgment. Here the idea is that even now we stand consciously in that day of judgment.  We know that that day is coming not only, but we also place ourselves before and in that day, and therefore are conscious that God judges us every moment.  Standing in that day of judgment, we stand every moment before God in Christ as the Judge of all our works.  


In that day, the apostle says, we have boldness - boldness in the sense that negatively we have no fear, and positively, in the sense that we have confidence that in that day, in that final day, we shall be justified.  Therefore, also now when we place ourselves before that day in our own consciousness, we are justified.  That is all the result of the love of God with us, that is, the fruit of the fact that we are conscious that God loves us, and therefore also that we love God.  That can only be because of the revelation of the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  It is only because that love of God was revealed in Christ, particularly and principally and centrally in the cross and in His resurrection, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, because for His name’s sake we are already justified.  That is the meaning, therefore, of that purpose clause - that we may have boldness in the day of judgment. 


The apostle adds:  ‘because even as that one is so are we in this world.’   The question is: what is the reference of ‘He’?  As God in Christ is, even as God has revealed Himself in Christ, so are we in this world.  ‘In this world’ means simply our present state of existence.  There is corruption and sin round about us, and there is still imperfection and sin also in our members.  But we are like Him spiritually and principally.  Because we have the love of God with us, and because we know that God loves us and know that we also have the love of God in our hearts, also in the sense that we respond to that love of God, therefore we are already like Him in the present world. 


Moreover, the implication is too that we are like Him in this present world consciously:  We are conscious of the love of God, conscious of the fact that God loves us, and conscious of the truth that we love God, and therefore also conscious of the fact that we are like Him in the present world.  Moreover, that fact, that we are like God in Christ in the present world, also reflects itself in the truth that we condemn the present world as far as it is an evil world.  Even as that world dwells in us, in our sin and corruption, we stand in an attitude of condemnation over against that world.  All because the love of God is perfected with us.”   





           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:   In order that we may have boldness in the day of judgment God has made our love perfect, complete.  Because the love of God was revealed in Christ in the cross and in His resurrection, we may have boldness in the day of judgment, because for His name’s sake we are already justified.  We are like God in Christ spiritually and principally.  Because we have the love of God with us, and because we know that God loves us and we know that we also have the love of God in our hearts, and that we respond to that love of God, therefore we are already like Him in the present world.  All of Him, and all for His glory.  How amazing!   May we close in prayer with grateful hearts for the undeserved grace He has given us in Christ. 

Delight thee in the Lord, and He will grant thy heart’s request;

To Him commit thy way in faith, to Him commit thy way in faith

And thus thou shalt be blessed.

And He shall make thy righteousness shine brightly as the light,

And as the burning noonday sun, and as the burning noonday sun

                               Thy judgment shall be bright.   Psalter #100 sts. 2&3

Day Seven - _________________________________

I John 4:18 - There is no fear in love
      Today we will look at fear and what love does to fear. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 4:16-21    no fear   Luke 1:74-75        Rom. 8:15        II Tim. 1:7         

fear hath      Ps 73:19      Ps 88:15-16        James 2:19          he that feareth   Rev. 6:15-17

    There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 
Study:    

1.  We know there are different meanings for ‘fear’.  What kind of fear is meant here: ‘There is no fear in love’?

2.  What do you think it means then that there is no fear in love?  Why is that true?

3.  What does it mean that perfect love casts out fear, and why is that true?

4.   What does ‘torment’ mean here, and what does it mean that fear has torment?

5.  What do you think this person who does fear is afraid of?

6.   The last phrase in our verse explains:  He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  Explain what it means that if a man fears, he is not made perfect in love by God?

7.  Can you see a comparison between this verse and verse 17?

8.  What comfort does that give the believer then whose love IS made perfect or complete by God?

Food for thought:   “This is the negative expression of what has been positively asserted in verse 17.  There is no fear in love.  When we have the love of God in our hearts, then there can be no fear.  Fear is always principally fear of death.  That is always the idea of fear, not only in Scripture, but also in the general sense of the word.  We are afraid of death.  And that fear of death means always; fear of God, not in the positive but in the negative sense of the word.  Fear of God’s wrath and of His being opposed to us.  That is the principle of fear.  Hence, it is very plain that there can be no fear in love.  Love and fear are strictly the very opposite.  Love is the love of God, and the consciousness of love is the consciousness that God loves us.  If we live in that consciousness, fear is absolutely impossible.  For fear is the very opposite of love; it is the consciousness that God hates us, the consciousness of the wrath of God.  


The apostle says: ‘but perfect love casteth out fear.’ Fear is in our members, fear of the wrath of God is upon our sinful consciousness.  But the perfect love, love perfected in us, the love of God consciously within us, casts out fear.  The apostle adds a ground or reason for that fact that there is no fear in love and that perfect love casts out fear when he says: ‘because fear has torment.’  Fear implies punishment.  ‘Torment’ is the translation here, but the literal meaning of the word is nevertheless ‘punishment.’  It occurs only twice in the New Testament, and this is one instance of it.  Fear has punishment.  Punishment means that we are guilty, and that we are not righteous before God, and that therefore we are worthy principally of death.  That all is implied in fear.  If we really fear, then we also have the consciousness of guilt and corruption and sin, and therefore the consciousness that we are worthy of punishment.  










                       Food for thought continued

Day Seven continued    “Then the apostle continues with one more clause: ‘He that feareth is not made perfect in love.’  This is the very opposite of what the apostle has expressed in the preceding part: ‘perfect love casts out fear.’  Hence, the one who fears is the very opposite.  He does not have perfect love, cannot have it.  And therefore, as he fears, he must be conscious of the wrath of God, and he must be conscious of being worthy of punishment.  And hence, perfect love is not in him.  That does not mean that probably there is nevertheless some form of love or some measure of love in him, but it means undoubtedly that either love is perfect or it is not perfect, and that if it is not perfect, then there is no love at all.  Love is always perfect.  And he who fears has not perfect love, and therefore has no love at all.”  







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 


“As faith and doubt cannot exist together in the heart of the believer, so love and fear have nothing in common.  What is the meaning of perfect love?  It is not flawless love; only God has that.  Rather it is the love that is complete because it instills within us the desire to keep God’s commands.  The believer who lives in close communion with God is free from the fear of punishment.  He knows that God punished Jesus Christ in his place on Calvary’s cross.  Therefore, God does not punish the believer; otherwise Christ’s work would be incomplete.  God corrects and disciplines but does not punish His children.  


In the last part of the verse, John seeks to instill confidence in the heart of the believer.  He puts his thoughts negatively to indicate that the person who fears lacks love.  Unbelief leaves a person disturbed, but “the love of God, really known, tranquilizes the heart.”  (J. Calvin) 





         S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:     “It is impossible to combine the love of a son with the fear of a slave.“ (J. Calvin).  If we live in the consciousness that God loves us, fear is absolutely impossible.  The perfect love, love perfected in us, the love of God consciously within us, casts out fear. 


 May we close today’s study giving thanks to God for perfecting His love in us that we need not fear His wrath.  May we ask Him to so abide in us that we may be assured by that love in our hearts that we are redeemed in the blood of His Son. 

Return unto thy rest, my soul, the Lord has richly dealt with thee,

Delivered thee from death’s control, from sin and sorrow set thee free.

Since He has freed my eyes from tears and kept my feet from evil ways 

   Redeemed from life’s distressing fears, with Him I walk, and Him I praise.












Psalter # 310 sts. 4&5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Day Eight - ______________________________

I John 4:19 - Because He first loved us

     Today we will look the only possible way we are able to love for God.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 4:16-21        John 3:16              John 15:16            II Cor. 5:14-15 

          Gal. 5:22                Eph 2:3-5                     Titus 3:3-5                     I John 4:10 

    We love him, because he first loved us. 
Study:    

1.  Who are included in ‘we’ here in this verse?

2.  What does this verse teach us about those people?  Who is it they love?










                                  Questions continued

Day Eight continued
3.  Our verse then instructs us that He loved us first.  Our verse certainly means His love to us came before our love to Him, but is there a greater meaning here?    Rephrase the verse in your own words:

4.  What was necessary before we could possibly love Him?

5.  Look up the following verses relating to how God first loved us, and consider what they mean in your life:

            Deut. 10:15            



 Jeremiah 31:3         

            Romans 5:8     



 Eph. 2:4-5

Food for thought:   “That God loves us first does not simply mean that He loves us first in time.  That is certainly true, without question.  He loves us from before the foundation of the world. He loved His people from eternity.  He always loved them.  There is no question about that.  And therefore also in that sense, the clause ‘because he first loved us’ certainly means that in order of time He also loved us first.  Nevertheless, it cannot mean that because He loved us and made us know that He loved us, therefore we also love Him, as if our love were merely a response to His love.  God loved us first not only in time, but also God loved us first principally.  We love Him because He loved us first, in the sense that His love is the source of our love.  Only because God loved us first and revealed His love first, and revealed His love principally in the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His cross and resurrection, and because finally He poured out His love in our hearts, therefore, we love Him.  Unless that is true, we cannot possibly love God.  Even if it were true that God loved us, that God merely loved us in time first, we would never respond to that love of God because we hate Him.  But only because God revealed His love perfectly, and so revealed His love to us, that He caused us to know His love in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, which He has given us; it is possible that we love Him too.  The love of God is the source of our love.  Also in that sense, therefore, the text is true:  We love him, because he first loved us.”         Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 
Prayer:  As we end today’s lesson may we go to our Heavenly Father with humble thanks for His love for us, and His love in us enabling us to love Him.  May we ask for grace to live out of that love to His glory.

O praise and bless the Lord, my soul, His wondrous love proclaim; 




Join heart and voice and all my powers to bless His holy Name.   Psalter #277 st. 1 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     

Day Nine - _________________________________

I John 4:20-21 - Loving God and our brother  

     Today we will look at the command that we who love God are to love our brother also. 

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”      Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 4:16-21        Lev. 19:18         Mark 12:29-31        John 13:34-35     I Thess. 4:9  

     I Peter 3:8-9          I John 2:4               I John 3:11,14,18,23               I John 4:11

   20. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?  21. And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
Study:     John is teaching us here about a particular type of man.  We will consider him closely.

1.  What does this man say?







          Questions continued

Day Nine continued
2.  What does this man do?

3.  What does John say this man is?

4.  Explain from the rest of the verse why it is true that he is a liar:

5.  Why would it be true that if one doesn’t love his brother who he sees, he cannot love God whom he has not seen? 

6.  What should verse 20 convict us of?

7.  Verse 21 teaches us about a commandment.  Who does this commandment come from?  Is this something new John brings up, or is he referring back to something he has already written about?

8.  According to the rest of verse 21, what does the commandment require of us?

Food for thought:    “If anyone shall say, I love God, and he hates his brother, he is a liar.” This is a very positive and absolute statement, characteristic of John.  He does not say: if anyone says that he loves God, and hates his brother, he lies.  But he most positively and absolutely says: he is a liar.  That means, therefore, that one that does not love his brother cannot possibly love God.  The brother here is the believer.  And he is the believer especially from the point of view that he is regenerated.  That means that he has the life of God in him, that he is born of God, and that therefore the very life of God is in him: he is a child of God.  


It also implies, in the second place, that this brother, who is a child of God, reveals that life, so that it can be seen, so that it is manifest that he is a child of God.  That is the presupposition all the way through.  And therefore the apostle can say: if anyone does not love his brother, he cannot love God.  He lies, and he is a liar, when he says that.  If he does not love his brother if he hates his brother, as it is expressed here, the very opposite and the very antithesis of love, then it is impossible for him to say that he loves God.  If he does, he lies, and he is a liar.  And the reason is very evident: because if he hates his brother, who is the manifestation of the life of God, he also must hate God.  And that the apostle expresses more fully in what follows.


He gives the reason of the preceding statement: For if one does not love the brother, whom he has seen, he cannot love God whom he has not seen.  Also that is based on the supposition that the brother, whom he has seen, manifests his life and his childhood in relation to God in his life.  Unless the brother does that, he certainly cannot be seen as a brother.   While he sees his brother and while the brother manifests the life of God that is in him, but he does not love that brother but hates him.  That, the apostle says, is a reason for the statement that he cannot love God, and that he is a liar.  God he has not seen.  No one has ever seen God.  And therefore, if there is nothing else than the simple, abstract notion of God, he cannot possibly say that he loves God if he hates the brother.  The brother he sees and has seen, and the brother he sees now; the brother manifests the life of God.  Therefore, if it is true that he loves the brother, he must love God; and if it is true that he loves God, he must love the brother.  So the apostle also proves his statement.


And this commandment have we from him, that the one that loves God love his brother also.  That is a commandment not in the sense merely of an external law, but a commandment that finds its inner principle in the heart of God, in the heart of Christ, and in the heart of the regenerated child of God.  If any man is regenerated and has the life of God in him, he loves that commandment, and that commandment is also in him in inner principle.  We have that commandment from Christ.  He gave that commandment more than once.  The apostles knew it, and therefore they say: we have that commandment; first of all meaning the apostles that received it, and then also implying all the congregation of believers that hear the commandment.  This commandment have we from Him.”         Rev. H Hoeksema in Chapel Notes on I John 











                      Day Nine continued

Day Nine continued
Prayer:   Jesus Christ gave believers the command to love one another.  So powerful is this command that He told His disciples that if they have love one to another, all men would know that they are Christ’s.  How can we not love the brother then and still say that we love God?  May we close our study in prayer to God in thankfulness for the love He has put in our hearts, and ask Him for grace to obey and to truly love one another despite our differences.  

All those who fear Thy Name shall my companions be;

                           Thy mercy fills the earth, O Lord; Thy statutes teach Thou me.  Psalter #328 st. 4

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Day Ten - ___________________________________

I John 5:1 - Believing God and loving those born of Him

    Today we will consider how John states in yet another way why we must love our brother.   

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:        I John 5:1-5       Jesus is the Christ     Matt. 16:16      John 1:12-14      John 6:69    

is born          I John 2:29        I John 4:7                      and every one             I Peter 1:22-23              

     Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.     

Study:    

1.  We have learned that ‘believing that Jesus is the Christ’ means that one believes that the Man Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messiah.  What does verse 1a say is true of everyone who believes that truth?

2.  The rest of the verse teaches about loving:


a.  Identify who is meant by the pronouns here in this part of the verse:



Every one that loveth him that begat ______________



loveth him ______________also that is begotten of him.  _______________


b.  Now put this part of the verse into your own words:


c.  There is no question here, no command; it is simply a stated fact. So what is true of everyone who 

                       loves God?

3.   Explain how that truth must be lived out in your own life:

Food for thought:   “‘Everyone,’ the apostle says in the first verse, “who is believing that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.”  Probably when he says here that Jesus is the Christ, this is asserted in opposition to some heretics who denied that Jesus is the Christ.  Nevertheless, the apostle emphatically states that when we believe that Jesus is the Christ, we are born of God.


That implies two things.  In the first place, it implies that the central object of faith is that Jesus is the Christ; that is, that He is the One who is anointed by God, anointed by God to be Jesus and to function in the work of Jesus and accomplish His work of atonement.  Only because Jesus is the Christ could He accomplish His work of atonement and represent the elect, the people of God.                         Food for thought continued

Day Ten continued    “In the second place, the text evidently teaches very plainly that faith is a gift of God, and that faith is already instilled in the principle of regeneration.  For he says: “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.”  It is evident that one must be born of God in order to have the faith, that faith is a gift of God, principally bestowed upon man in his rebirth, his regeneration.  “To be born of God” means that God through Jesus Christ instills into our hearts His own life, the life of God.


The apostle continues: “Everyone who loves him that begat loves also him that is begotten.”  That is principally true.  If we love God, if we love Him as the One Who instilled a new life in us, a life that is principally the life of God and that stands in opposition to the life of sin and of the world, if we love Him Who begat us, we also love the one who is begotten out of Him.


Briefly speaking, if we love God, we also love the children of God.  Notice that also here this is no admonition, but simply a statement of fact as is so often the case in the epistles of John.  And the statement of fact is absolutely positive.  It is not possible that we can love God and not love the one who is born of Him.  That stands to reason, because, as the apostle says, if we love Him that begat, we must love from the very principle of that life which we have from God, the one who is begotten from Him.  And therefore this is not an admonition, but an absolute and very positive statement on the part of the apostle John.  Very beautiful, and absolutely true.  Without any doubt.  There may be all kinds of imperfections in the life of the children of God, so that it is not always true that those children of God that live in the world and that are still sinful and have the old man of sin in them always love the one who is born of God.  Nevertheless, in the measure that the children of God do not love one another, they do not love God either.”                     







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 

Prayer:    “In the measure that the children of God do not love one another, they do not love God either.”   What a convicting truth for us to live by.  May we close our study asking God to bless these truths to our hearts, and to give us grace that in our love for Him we may also love our brother.         

All ye that truly love the Lord, hate sin, for He is just and pure;



      To saints His help He will accord and keep them in His love secure.  Psalter # 260 st. 5

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Day Eleven - ______________________________________

I John 5:2-3 - Loving God and keeping His commandments

    Today we will look at what love to God is.  “Here he (John) states what love for God means: ‘to obey his commands.’  Love for God does not consist of spoken words, even if they are well-intentioned, but of determined action that demonstrates obedience to God’s commands.”  S. Kistemaker

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 5:1-5     vs. 2    John 13:34-35     John 15:17    I John 4:21

Vs. 3    Deut. 10:12-13          Daniel 9:4           II John 1:6

not grievous    Ps. 19:7-11     Ps. 119:47&48       Matt. 11:28-30         

2.  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

3.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
Study:    

1.  Verse 2 begins with ‘by this’.  What is he referring to in the verse?  By what (or in what way) are we assured that we love the children of God?

2.  Rephrase verse 2 and explain in your own words what it means.                                  Questions continued

Day Eleven continued
3.  In verse 3 John writes an explanation of verse 2, which really repeats the truths found there.  


a.  According to this verse what is the love of God (what is it to love God)?


b.  Why does John write that God’s commands are not grievous?  Explain what that means.


c.  Because of our old nature that is always present with us, obedience to God’s law is very difficult.  

                 How do we reconcile that truth with what John writes here that His commandments are not 

                    grievous?    (Romans 7:19 through 8:4)     

Food for thought:   “The apostle continues:  ‘In this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his commandments.’ This appears to be the very opposite of the preceding verse, and also of what John has always written in the past.  In the past he has always written that our love for the children of God is proof that we love God.  Now he writes apparently the very opposite:  ‘In this we know that we love the children of God when we love God and keep his commandments.’  But the contrast, or contradiction, is only apparent.  It is, after all, not a contradiction whatsoever.  The apostle says:  ‘In this we know that we love the children of God.’  In this (when we love God and keep His commandments) we know, know by experience, know positively, know as a fact, that we love those who are children of God because they are children of God and because they manifest themselves as children of God. That we love God is manifest in the fact that we keep His commandments.  We walk in the way of the truth.  We walk in the way of His precepts and serve Him and manifest in our lives that we love Him.  And if that is the case, then we know who are the children of God, and we know that we love the children of God when we love God and keep His commandments.


          This is the love of God, in this the love of God consists, in this the love of God is manifest, namely, that we keep His commandments. And to that the apostle adds: ‘And his commandments are not heavy (burdensome).’  It is translated in the King James Version as ‘grievous.’  Literally, however, it means ‘heavy,’ in the sense of burdensome.  They are not a burden for the children of God and the children of God gladly perform His commandments.”

         Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John 


“John states that love for God’s children must be coupled with love for God to be genuine.  And love for God can be true only if we obey His laws.  Notice that John gives the reader a statement that consists of three parts:  love for the children of God; love for God; and obedience to His commands.  If any part of the statement is to be valid, it has to be linked to the other two parts.  In effect, John reiterates the teachings of Jesus on this particular subject; Jesus said, “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” (John 15:10).  The Christian desires to obey God’s precepts.  With the psalmist he says, ‘I delight in Thy commands because I love them.’ (Ps. 119:47).”  

                                 S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John

Prayer:    May we close our study with thanksgiving to God for His love, and ask Him to work in us the will to gladly obey His commandment to love one another, to the praise of His Name.

The precepts of the Lord are right; with joy they fill the heart;

The Lord’s commandments all are pure, and clearest light impart.

O how love I Thy law! O how love I Thy law! 






It is my meditation all the day.      Psalter #42 st. 2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Day Twelve - _______________________________

I John 5:4-5 - The victory that overcomes the world

   Today we will look at what it means to overcome the world, and who is able to do that.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18

Read:         I John 5:1-5          whatsoever  I John 3:9   

overcometh     Rom. 8:35-39      I Cor. 15:57       Rev. 12:11       Rev. 15:2&3

4.  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.   5.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
Study:    

1.   John is writing about those born of God.  Why would he write ‘whatsoever’ instead of whosoever?

2.  What does John say is true of all who are born of God?

3.  What would you say ‘overcometh the world’ means here?  Does ‘world’ here mean physical enemies or spiritual enemies?

4.  The world is overcome by a victory.  What is that victory according to verse 4b?    

5.  Verse 5 shows again who it is that overcomes the world.  How is that one described here?

6.  Why is it that only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God, is able to overcome the world?

7.  How do we know from these verses that the work of overcoming is actually God’s work in us?

8.  Are we active in that overcoming?

         Consider:

              Rev. 2:5-7                        Rev. 2:10-11                    Rev. 2:16-17                 Rev 2:24-26   

              Rev. 3:3-5                                      Rev. 3:11-12                        Rev. 3:19-21    

Food for thought:    “The apostle uses ‘whatsoever’ instead of whosoever because he refers in general to all that is born of God without exception.  Everything in the child of God belongs to the principle of regeneration which always overcomes the world. 

        ‘Because’ shows a reason for what has gone before.  Verse 3 ends: ‘and his commandments are not grievous.’  Verse 4 begins: ‘For whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world.’ The implication is that the world attempts to cause the commandments of God to be burdensome to the people of God, so that it is very difficult for them to perform them.  The world tempts the children of God, and the world causes the children of God to suffer if they do not yield to temptation.  In that sense the world causes the commandments of God to be difficult for the children of God to keep and to perform.


But the apostle says in spite of all that, in spite of all the temptations of the world, in spite of all the allurements of the world, and in spite of all the suffering which the world inflicts upon those who are faithful to the Word of God; in spite of it all, the commandments of God are not hard and burdensome for the children of God to perform, because (he says here) all that are born of God conquer and overcome the world.










                       Food for thought continued

Day Twelve continued     “That does not simply mean that they resist the world and that they do not yield to temptation.  That is implied.  But ‘overcome’ is a more positive expression.  They also overcome the world.  When the world tempts them, they not only do not yield to temptation, but those who are born of God conquer temptation, condemn the world in their temptation.  And if the world causes them to suffer for Christ’s sake and for the sake of the truth, they not only passively yield and receive suffering, but again, in all their suffering they express the principle of regeneration and they still in their suffering keep the commandments of God.  Therefore they still condemn the world.  They are the victors, not the world.  They overcome the world; the world never overcomes them.  


The apostle continues: “And this is the victory that overcometh the world, namely, our faith.”  Faith, therefore, is not only said to overcome the world, but it is said that faith is the victory.  Faith is the union of the regenerated heart with Christ.  Through faith Christ lives in them.  By nature they can never overcome the world.   By nature they certainly will yield to temptation, and by their flesh they certainly will not stand, are not able to stand, in the midst of the suffering of this present time.  But faith is the union with Christ, and Christ is in them, and therefore Christ is always the Victor; and when they live by faith, the people of God are always overcoming the world.


The fifth verse is connected especially with verse 4, where the apostle had said that ‘whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world.’  It is evident that in verse 5 the implication is that whoever is born of God believes that Jesus is the Son of God, and that therefore whosoever believes that Jesus is the Son of God is born of God and overcometh the world.  One who does not believe that Jesus is the Son of God cannot be born of God.  And vice versa:  whosoever believes that Jesus is the Son of God must be born of God.  Faith is principally the union with Christ.  That union with Christ is principally a union with the Son of God, and therefore with God Himself.  And that union with God Himself through faith presupposes that he who has faith is born of God.  And hence, he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God overcometh the world.”







           Rev. H Hoeksema in the syllabus Chapel Notes on I John


“All who have their birth in God have overcome the world and therefore can claim victory already.  They know that Jesus said, ‘Be of good cheer! I have overcome the world.’ (John 16:33).  Because Jesus has been victorious, we, too, are victorious with Him.  Jesus has overcome the evil one in this world and has set his people free from the power of Satan.  The battle has thus been decided, even if it is not yet over.  No evil forces in this world are able to overpower the person who trusts in Jesus.  Instead, the believer is victorious over the world because of his faith in the Son of God.”   





         S. Kistemaker in his New Testament Commentary on the Epistles of John
Prayer:   Our battle has been decided even if it is not yet over.   No evil in this world can overpower us because we trust in Jesus the Son of God Who has overcome the world.   May we close our study with thanksgiving to God for His mercy to us in giving us faith - the union to Christ by which we overcome the world, and may we ask for strength to live out of that faith to His glory.

My honor is secure with God, My Savior He is known;

My refuge and my rock of strength are found in God alone.

For God has spoken o’er and o’er, and unto me has shown,

                                 That saving power and lasting strength belong to Him alone.   Psalter #161 sts. 4&8

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~       

Day Thirteen - ______________________________

Review of I John 4:12-21 and I John 5:1-5

    Today we will review the verses we have studied in this lesson, using material from Rev. H. Hoeksema and S. Kistemaker.

Prayer:        Before we begin today may we ask our heavenly Father to bless us in our study, that His Spirit may guide us.    “Blessed art Thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes…Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”       Ps. 119:12&18


                 Day Thirteen continued

Day Thirteen continued

Read:      I John 4:12-21 and  I John 5:1-5    

Review: 
 12.  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

 12.  No man hath seen God at any time.(God is a Spirit and can never be seen)  If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, (If we love one another, God dwells in us.  Although we cannot see God, we can experience Him, and we know that He is within us.) and his love is perfected in us (The love of God has  reached its purpose.  The love of God is complete in us.)
13.  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 

13.  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, (By this sign, or by this token we know with a spiritual knowledge of experience that God dwells in us in His eternal love.  And the fact that God dwells in us is the cause of the fact that we dwell in Him.)  because he hath given us of his Spirit. (The proof and at the same time the cause or agent of this dwelling of God in us and of us in God is the Holy Spirit which He hath given unto us.)

14.  And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

14.  And we have seen and do testify (the apostles had seen, witnessed and proclaimed) that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. (that the Triune God as Father sent His Son, the second person of the Trinity into the world that He might save the world of the elect.)  

15.  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 

15.  Whosoever (the whole church of the elect) shall confess (shall confess, or say the same thing with the revelation of God in Scripture, and with the whole church) that Jesus is the Son of God, (that the historical  Man Jesus is the only Son of God),  God dwelleth in him, and he in God. (God dwells in him, has spiritual fellowship with him and he dwells in and has spiritual fellowship with God.)

16.  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

16.  And we have known (the elect have known by spiritual experience of fellowship) and believed (and believing is the result of knowing, it is true spiritual faith - not simply intellectual faith) the love that God hath to us. (we know and experience by faith the love that God has to us from all eternity.) God is love; (God is essentially love.  His being is love. On the basis of the being of God, which is love, and which is the bond of perfectness, the three persons of the Holy Trinity live in perfect unity in relation to one another.) and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. (he who lives and remains constantly in the sphere of love, dwells in God, has fellowship with God and knows Him spiritually, and God through love dwells in him.)

17.  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

17.  Herein is our love made perfect, (By this, or in the sphere of this (namely, in the fact that we have boldness in the day of judgment) the love of God has reached its final purpose in our hearts) that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: (boldness in the sense that negatively we have no fear, and positively that we have confidence that in that final day, when we shall all appear before the judgment seat of God, we shall be justified - because for Christ’s name’s sake we are already justified)  because as he is, so are we in this world. (As Christ is - spiritually and principally - so are we in this world (our present state of existence) because we know that God loves us.)

 








                                      Review continued
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18.  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

18.  There is no fear in love; (Fear is always principally fear of death, fear of God’s wrath and of His being opposed to us.  When we have the love of God in our hearts, then there can be no fear) but perfect love casteth out fear: (The believer who lives in close communion with God is free from the fear of punishment.  He knows that God punished Jesus Christ in his place on Calvary’s cross) because fear hath torment. (Fear has punishment and punishment means that we are guilty, and that we are not righteous before God, and that therefore we are worthy principally of death) He that feareth is not made perfect in love. (the one who fears does not have perfect love, cannot have it, and therefore, as he fears, he must be conscious of the wrath of God, and he must be conscious of being worthy of punishment.)

19.  We love him, because he first loved us. 

19.  We love him, (elect believers love God) because he first loved us. (because He loved His people from eternity, but more - we love Him because He loved us first in the sense that His love is the source of our love, and because He poured out His love in our hearts; therefore, we love Him.)

20.  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 

20.  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar:  (the one that does not love his brother cannot possibly love God, and if he says he does he is a liar.  ‘His brother’ here is the believer.  That means that he has the life of God in him, that he is born of God and therefore the apostle can say: if anyone does not love his brother, he cannot love God and he is a liar when he says he does)  for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? (because if he doesn’t love  his brother, who is the manifestation of the life of God, he also must not love God.  Therefore, if it is true that he loves God, he must love the brother.)

21.  And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

21.  And this commandment have we from him, (That is a commandment not in the sense merely of an external law, but a commandment that finds its inner principle in the heart of God, in the heart of Christ, and in the heart of the regenerated child of God.  We - the apostles first but also the congregation - have that commandment from Christ.  He gave that commandment more than once.) That he who loveth God love his brother also. (The purpose of the commandment is that the one that loves God loves his brother also.)

5:1  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

5:1  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: (Everyone who is believing that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.  It is evident that one must be born of God in order to have the faith. To be born of God means that God through Jesus Christ instills into our hearts His own life, the life of God.)  and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.  (If we love God as the One Who instilled a new life in us, if we love Him Who begat us, we also love the one who is begotten out of Him.  If we love God, we also love the children of God, and this is a statement of fact that is absolutely positive, without any doubt.  In the measure that the children of God do not love one another, they do not love God either.)

2.  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

2.  By this we know that we love the children of God,  (In this, namely, that we love God and keep His commandments, we know that we love the children of God, we love men as they manifest themselves as children of God.)







Review of verse two continued

Day Thirteen continued 

   when we love God, and keep his commandments.  (When we love God, all of us mutually, we love one another.  That we love God is manifest in the fact that we keep His commandments. We walk in the way of His precepts and serve Him and manifest in our lives that we love Him.)

3.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

3.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: (love for God can be true only if we obey his laws.  In this the love of God is manifest, namely, that we keep His commandments.) and his commandments are not grievous.  (And His commandments are not heavy, burdensome, they are not a burden for the children of God and the children of God gladly perform them.)
 

4.  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

4.  For whatsoever is born of God (‘Whatsoever’ means everything in the children of God that belongs to the principle of regeneration) overcometh the world: (The world causes the commandments of God to be difficult for the children of God to keep and to perform. But the apostle says: in spite of all that, the commandments of God are not hard and burdensome for the children of God to perform, because, he says here, all that is born of God conquers, overcomes the world.)  and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  (faith is the union with Christ, and Christ is in them, and Christ is always the Victor; and when they live by faith, the people of God are always overcoming the world.)

5.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

5.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (whosoever believes that Jesus is the Son of God is born of God and overcometh the world.  All who have their birth in God have overcome the world and therefore can claim victory already. The battle has thus been decided, even if it is not yet over.  No evil forces in this world are able to overpower the person who trusts in Jesus.  Instead, the believer is victorious over the world because of his faith in the Son of God.)
Food for thought:    “The one who confesses that Jesus is the Son of God has this great benefit, "God dwelleth in him and he in God." First of all, God dwells in him. That is, the triune God dwells in his heart, through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit of God. When a person confesses that Jesus is the Son of God and believes it in his heart, it is because he has been regenerated and God Himself has come to live within him. What a great blessing. The infinite, almighty, gracious, merciful God dwells in the heart and life of the true believer. He knows that God is near unto him. He knows God's love and mercy. He knows God's abiding presence that leads him and guides him. The great, sovereign, glorious God dwells with him and shall remain with him both in this life and in the life to come. He does not become God. But throughout eternity God will dwell with him and bless him with all the blessings of salvation.
    Not only is God in him, but he is in God. He is safe and secure in the life of God. He is upheld by and lives in the life of his God. That is because he is in Jesus Christ. The believer, confessing that Jesus is the Son of God, is united to Christ and is a member of the body of Christ. Because of this union with Christ, the Son of God, he is united with God. In the way of his faith in the Son of God, he is one with Jesus Christ and the Father.”     


  Rev. Steven Houck in the Standard Bearer article: Confessing the Son of God
Prayer:   May we go to our Heavenly Father as we close today’s study.  May we ask Him to work in us a greater understanding of the blessed truth that we dwell in Him and He dwells in us, and that being born of Him we have overcome the world.  

As Thou, O Lord hast made me strong to overcome my mighty foe,



        So now to fight against the wrong and conquer in Thy Name I go.  Psalter # 36 st. 1
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